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INTRODUCTION 

On August 20,2006, the High Desert Power Plant, LLC (HDPP, LLC) filed a request to 
amend Conditions of Certification AQ-16, AQ-17, AQ-20, and AQ-30 for the HDPP 
facility. In brief, HDPP, LLC requests the following changes: 

a. 	 Reduce the frequency of compliance testing for oxides of nitrogen (NOx), 
oxides of sulfur (SOX), carbon monoxide (CO), and ammonia slip (NH3) from 
annual to once every five years, 

b. 	 Reduce the frequency of compliance testing for volatile organic compounds 
(VOC) from annual to once every three years, 

c. 	 Eliminate compliance testing requirement for fine particulate matter (PMIO) 
and Opacity. 

2. 	AQ-17: Delete this condition of certification 

3. 	AQ-20: Delete the requirement to report the number of start ups, and shut down, 
and their duration. 

4. 	AQ-30: Administrative revision to correct an inadvertent error in wording in this 
condition of certification. 

LAWS, ORDINANCES, REGULATIONS, AND STANDARDS 

All applicable Laws, Ordinances, Regulations and Standards (LORS) are listed below 
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material which cause injury, detriment, nuisance, or 
annoyance to any considerable number of persons or 
to the public, or which endanger the comfort, repose, 
health, or safety of any such persons or the public, or 
which cause, or have a natural tendency to cause, 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

Staff's objectives in completing the air quality analysis for this amendment request are 
(1 ) to identify whether there is a potential for a significant air quality impact; and (2) to 
assure that appropriate mitigation measures have been applied to avoid or mitigate the 
identified potential air quality impacts. 

The HDPP facility was certified in 2000, and has been in commercial operation since 
2003. The facility is required to undergo annual compliance tests for criteria air 
contaminants including NOx, SOX, CO, NH3, VOC and PM10. In addition, the facility is 
required to continuously monitor the concentrations of NOx, SOX, CO and NH3 to verify 
compliance with their applicable emission limits. 

Since the start of commercial operation, the facility has been undergone four annual 
source tests for the aforementioned air contaminants, and the results of these tests 
indicate that the facility is operating within compliance of all applicable emission limits. 
In addition, the collected continuous emission monitoring system (CEMS) data for the 
facility also show that the facility was within compliance limits. For those reasons, 
HDPP, LLC requests modification of annual source test requirements. The following is 
staff's analysis of each specific amendment request. 

REVISION OF AQ-16 
The applicant requests to relax the annual compliance tests for NOx, CO, NH3 and SOX 
to once every five (5) years. For VOC, the petition requests that the test frequency be 
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