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Purpose 
This document is a report template to be used by researchers who are evaluating proposed 
changes to the California Energy Commission's (Commission) appliance efficiency 
regulations (Title 20, Cal. Code Regs,, 55 1601 - 1608) This report specifically covers 
revisions to the test method used for the current Portable Electric Spa appliance standards 
which were adopted by the California Energy Commission on Oct 11, 2006. 

Background 
Portable Electric Spas were first included in the 2005 Title-20 appliance standards that were 
adopted at the end of 2005. The 2005 Title-20 standards required testing and listing of 
portable electric spas and set minimum efficiency levels for portable electric spas effective 
January lSt, 2006. 

Since the implementation of the standards there have been ongoing discussions between 
PG&E and the spa industry (principally the Association of Pool and Spa Professionals, 
APSP) in regards to revising the spa test method based on results of industry testing 

Overview 
PG&E, APSP, and a number of spa manufacturers have been meeting to discuss problems 
the manufacturers are having complying with the current spa test method. Some 
manufacturers are finding it difficult or impossible to qualify their smaller spas and question 
the accuracy of the current test method. To address this, APSP has begun development of 
an ANSI spa test method based on the CEC test method and, as part of this work, have 
begun testing a variety of spas at a new test facility at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo. 

Two issues are addressed in this template: 1) Spa volume definition; and 2) Clarifications to 
the test method. 

2008 California Appliance Efficiency Standards May 9,2008 
Portable Electric Spa Test Method Revisions 








