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The proposed expansion of the MMC Power Plant represents a serious risk t o
families in the area. To the general population and especially t o the vulnerable
populations living or going t o school nearby. The young children, pregnant
women, individuals with heart or lung problems, especially children with asthma,
and our older residents.
We currently live in an area with air pollution above safe levels. To add t o that
burden, especially with low particle size pollutants represents a serious threat t o
the public's health.
There are now numerous scientific studies documenting the fact that as air
pollution OF THE SMALL PARTICLE VARIETY INCREASES, death from all causes
(1 ), and the increased risk of death from specific conditions ---lung cancer and
heart disease. (1 )
Increased occurrence of lung and heart disease also have been linked t o small
particle pollution. (2)
Recent research also suggests that there is a worsening of the symptoms of
people who have common chronic diseases like congestive heart failure. (3)
The well respected Harvard Six City Study that documented the association of
increased fine particle air pollution with acute and chronic death (1 ) - had a
follow-up study examining the impact of subsequent reduced levels of particle
pollution in those same cities --- and found a decrease the risk of death (4).
A reversible impact!!
In 2005 an article in JAMA reported an increase in thickening and hardening of
the arteries in individuals living in areas with > levels of small particle pollution

(5)
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