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1. Project proponent should come to the workshop ready to discuss the
methods that will be used for the translocation of desert tortoise and the
phases of construction required to implement this plan.

Page 6, says "All at-risk desert tortoises must be translocated from the
permanent surface disturbance area of the W2 Project's power plant site
to a suitable offsite habitat.. ." and "At-risk tortoises found in temporary
surface disturbance areas associated with the staging areas and linear
utility features, and which cannot be avoided, will be moved to an adjacent
unrestricted location within the Project right-of-way, or to adjacent lands
where approved by the respective landowner." 'This plan indicates that the
staging areas' desert tortoises would be moved out of harm's way rather
than permanently translocated as would be done for desert tortoises found
on the power plant site and solar field. Due to the proximity of the staging
areas, this plan puts those moved desert tortoises in danger during the
project's operations. Moving (rather than translocating) desert tortoises in
the transmission line corridor is OK but any desert tortoises found in other
areas (e.g., the staging areas, which staff considers permanently
impacted) should be translocated along with those found at the power
plant site. Please reword the section as follows:
"All at-risk desert tortoises must be translocated from the pauwwwt
surface disturbance areas of the W2 Project's power plant site
staging areas to a suitable offsite habitat.. ." and "At-risk tortoises found
in temporary surface disturbance areas associated with the e@+~@
etwsexl linear utility features, and which cannot be avoided, will be
moved to an adjacent unrestricted location within the Project right-ofway, or to adjacent lands where approved by the respective
landowner."
3. Please provide more detail on the contingency plan. For example, please
address the following questions:
a. Is there likely to be sufficient room onsite for contingency locations?
b. If it becomes infeasible to use contingency locations on the project
site, what offsite options or alternate contingency plans are being
considered?
4. Consider unlinking the translocation area from the compensation area to
allow greater flexibility in schedule to secure suitable compensation land
and the timely completion of the translocation plan. This could involve
translocating desert tortoises to public (e.g., CDFG or other non-BLM)
land with landowner consent for translocation and regular monitoring.
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5. Please increase the monitoring requirement to 18 months. Given the
lorrg-lived nature of the species, 6 months is inadequate to assess
survivorship following translocation. The monitoring can be simple
tracking of individuals through time (i.e., simply recording that desert
tortoises were found in burrows rather than checking their status is
sufficient).
6. Please define the following project/construction description terms:
a. Facility (Is this just the power plant or does it include the solar field)
b. Power block (Does 'this include only the actual footprint of the
power block or does it i~icludeany buffer or other adjacent
development like fences?)
c. Initial work zones (Again, does this include any buffer? How are
the zones delineated?)

Please provide a more detailed description of the singleldouble pass
survey method and "occupied habitat clearance surveys."
a. Where will the passes occur (i.e. orlly on the power plant site and
solar field?)?
b. How do this plan's survey methods differ (if at all) from the USFWS
protocol?
c. How do the passes differ (if at all) from the occupied habitat
clearance surveys?
d. Describe the specific activities involved in clearance.

8. Please add a section on methods to address and protect juvenile desert
tortoises found during clearance surveys that are too small for
transmitters.
9. Please annotate all fencing references in Table 1 with "temporary" or
"permanent." The description for temporary fencing seems to be the same
as permanent design specifications in this case (Is that true?). Also, the
permanent desert tortoise fencing around the main site should be attached
to any chain link fencing that is being used not to a three strand fence as
in Figure 3. Finally, the last sentence of this paragraph should state
something like " at least monthly, as well as during storms, and after high
wind events (Sand and debris should be removed as necessary) or weekly
if cutting by OHVers becomes a problem.. ."
10.When will permanent fencing around the power plant site and solar field
be installed?
11.This plan should mention that the roads to the site will be temporarily
fenced during construction (Colusa and Adelanto).

12.What will occur if desert tortoises are found during a double pass when
temperatures are lethal? The plan specifies that there will be no

