
BEFORETHE ENERGYRESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENTCONSERVATION COMMISSION 
OF THE STATEOF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE MAT~EROF: I 
APPLICATION FOR THEFOR CERTIFICATION 
AVENAL ENERGYPOWERPLANT 

NOTICEOF PUBI-ICSITEVISIT 
AND ~NFORMAT~ONALHEARING 

On February 21, 2008, Avenal Power Center, LLC (Avenal Power) filed an Application 
for Certification (AFC) for the Avenal Energy project (Avenal Energy). Avenal Power is 
seeking Energy Commission approval to construct and operate a 600-megawatt (MW) 
power plant in the City of Avenal in Kings County. The project would be built on 25 
acres of a 148-acre site that is just south of the Fresno County line, and about two miles 
east of Interstate 5. Although the proposed project is within City of Avenal town limits in 
an area zoned for industrial use, it is located approximately 6 miles from the city's 
residential and commercial districts. Current land use at the project site is irrigated 
agriculture, as is the surrounding land use. 

The Energy Commission has exclusive jurisdiction to license this project and is 
considering the proposal under a twelve-month review process established by Public 
Resources Code section 25540.6. 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Energy Commission has designated a Committee of 
two commissioners to conduct proceedings on the Application. The Committee has 
scheduled a public Site Visit and Informational Hearing to discuss the proposed project 
as described below: 

TUESDAY, May 20,2008 

Site Visit begins (bus leaves) at 4:30 p.m. 

Public Informational Hearing begins at 5:30 p.m. 


City of Avenal Recreation Center 

717 E. Monterey Street 


Avenal, California 93204 

Wheelchair Accessible 


(Map Attached) 




Prior to the lnformational Hearing, members of the public are invited to join the 
Committee on a tour of the proposed site. The Applicant will provide transportation to 
and from the site. For reservations, contact the Energy Commission Public Adviser's 
Office at (91 6) 654-4489 or 1-800-822-6228 or e-mail at: [pao@enerzl~.state.ca.usl. 
Please make your reservation on or before Thursday, May 19, 2008, so that we can 
assure you a space. 

Background 

On April 16, 2008, the Energy Commission began review of Avenal Energy. The review 
process will take approximately twelve months. During the review period, the Energy 
Commission will determine whether the proposed project complies with applicable laws 
related to public health and safety, environmental impacts, and engineering 
requirements. The Informational Hearing is sponsored by the Energy Commission to 
inform the public about the project and to invite public participation in the review 
process. 

Project Description 

The proposed Avenal Energy would be a combined cycle generating plant consisting of 
two natural gas-fired General Electric 7FA Gas Turbines with Heat Recovery Steam 
Generators (HRSG) and one General Electric Steam Turbine. Natural gas would be 
provided via a 2.5-mile, 20-inch underground pipeline interconnection to PG&E's natural 
gas pipeline transmission system at the Kettleman compressor station. The plant would 
use a dry cooling process to minimize water consumption. The City of Avenal would 
provide water to the proposed project from the city's water treatment plant adjacent to 
the site. Groundwater from three local wells would provide a back-up water source to 
the project via two separate pipelines, totaling less than 1 .4-miles. The proposed project 
would recycle water to the maximum extent possible through the use of a zero liquid 
discharge system to further minimize water consumption and eliminate waste water 
discharge. The proposed project would be connected to the PG&E transmission grid via 
a 6.4-mile single-circuit 230 kV transmission line, traversing agricultural land to the 
Gates substation in Fresno County. 

The engineering and environmental details of the proposed project are contained in the 
AFC. Copies of the AFC are available at the local public agencies that are involved in 
the review process and at the following libraries: Coalinga District Library; Kings County 
Libraries at Avenal, Lemoore, Stratford, Kettleman City, and Hanford Branches. 
Copies of the AFC are also available at the Energy Commission's Library in 
Sacramento; the California State Library in Sacramento; 'and at public libraries in 
Eureka, San Francisco, Fresno, Los Angeles and San Diego. 
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