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I. INTRODUCTION 

The California Energy Commission hereby adopts amendments to its energy 
efficiency standards for buildings. These amendments are pursuant to the requirements 
in Public Resources Code Sections 25402 and 25402.1 regarding the Energy 
Commission's responsibilities to "periodically update" the standards. They are proposed 
for a July, 2009 effective date. 

The 2008 Building Energy Efficiency Standards are intended to respond to several 
statutory directions and statewide energy policy initiatives. The Warren-Alquist Act, 
Division 15 of the Public Resources Code, requires the Energy Commission to set by 
regulation, building design and construction standards that increase efficiency in new 
buildings, and to update these regulations periodically. Public Resources Code Sections 
25402 (a) and 25402 (b) were'enacted as part of the enabling legislation establishing the 
Energy Commission and its basic mandates. These sections require the Energy 
Commission to adopt, implement, and periodically update energy efficiency stantlards for 
both residential and nonresidential buildings. Enacted at that same time, Section 25910 
directed the Energy Commission to adopt standards for the minimum amount of 
additional insulation installed [as an alteration] in existing buildings. 

The following additional legislation and policy initiatives of this Administration have 
provided further direction to Energy Commission efforts on the 2008 Standards to 
address building design and construction measures that will provide substantial energy 
savings and achieve statewide environmental goals: 

Senate Bill (SB) 639 (Statutes of 1993) added Section 25402.5 which expl-essly 
directed the Energy Commission to consider both new and replacement [as an 
alteration to an existing building], and both interior and exterior, lighting tlevices 
as lighting which is subject to Section 25402. SB 639 also made the express 
finding that the mandate to consider exterior lighting and replacement lighting is 
declarative of existing law, clarifying that the Energy Commission's authority 
related to exterior lighting and to alterations to existing buildings was included in 
the Legislature's original intent in enacting Section 25402. 



SB 5X (Statutes of 2001) added subsection (c) to Section 25402.5 to clarify and 
expand the Energy Commission's authority to adopt standards for outdoor 
lighting (defined as all electrical lighting not subject to the Energy Comnission's 
current standards). 

Governor Schwarzenegger issued Executive Order S-20-04, the Green Building 
Initiative, which lays out a comprehensive set of actions for California to improve 
the energy efficiency of nonresidential buildings. The Energy Commission is 
directed to undertake all actions within its authority to increase the efficiency 
requirements in the Building Energy Efficiency Standards for nonresidential 
buildings by 20 percent by 201 5. 

Governor Schwarzenegger joined the governors of Washington and Oregon in 
November, 2004 to approve the West Coast Governors' Global Warming 
Initiative. The Initiative commits to a series of tri-state collaborative actions 
including adding aggressive energy efficiency measures into updates of state 
building codes, with a goal of achieving at least 15 percent additional savings by 
2015 in each state. 

Governor Schwarzenegger issued Executive Order S-3-05, the Climate Action 
Initiative, which establishes California as a world leader by setting greenhouse 
gas emissions reduction goals. The order established goals to reduce Cal.ifornia's 
greenhouse gas emissions to 2000 levels by 201 0, 1990 levels by 2020, arld to 
reduce 1990 levels by 80 percent by 2050. Assembly Bill 32 (Statutes of :!006), 
the Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, mandated that California must reduce 
its greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2020. Increasing the stringency of 
the 2008 Building Energy Efficiency Standards has been identified as an early 
action to respond to these climate change directives. 

Senate Bill 1 (Statutes of 2006) enacted Governor Schwarzenegger's Million 
Solar Roofs Initiative. The statute added sections to the Public Resource Clode 
that require building projects applying for ratepayer-funded incentives for 
photovoltaic (PV) systems to meet minimum energy efficiency levels and that PV 
system components and installations meet rating standards and specific 
performance requirements. As part of SB 1 implementation, the Energy 
Commission established the New Solar Homes Partnership (NSHP) for sollar 
electric system incentives for newly constructed residential buildings. Und.er 
NSHP, newly constructed residential buildings must achieve energy efficiency 
levels substantially greater than the requirements of the Standards. The 20108 
Building Energy Efficiency Standards added NSHP as a compliance optio~a to 
establish a mechanism for promoting hghly energy efficient solar homes i:n the 
standards. The Energy Commission was also directed by SB1 to adopt eligibility 
criteria for all projects seeking incentives for installing solar electric systems. The 
Energy Commission adopted eligibility criteria for newly constructed 
nonresidential buildings to achieve high levels of energy efficiency plus high 
performing photovoltaic systems to qualify for incentives. 










