
April 2 l s t ,  2008 

Commissioner Jackalyne Pfannenstiel 
Commissioner Arthur H. Rosenfeld, Ph.D. 
California Energy Commission 
1515 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512 

Re: California Energy Commission Docket #07-BSTD-1, "Building Energy Efficiency Standards 15-Day 
Language Express Terms" 

Comments on the 15 Day Language 
These comments are limited to that portion of the 15 Day Language that I have had time to 
review. The Commission should delay adoption of their 2008 revisions until an analysis of how, 
or even if, these proposed changes can be implemented and enforced successfully. I believe at 
least some changes will be required to the wording of the Standards in order to make them 
effective. If the major errors that I and others have pointed out are not rectified prior to adoption, 
a clean-up Emergency Rulemaking Proceeding prior to the effective date of the 2008 Standards 
will be inevitable. 

I believe that all of the following outstanding problems with the proposed 2008 Energy Code 
must be addressed and corrected now, prior to adoption of the Standards. 

Administrative Procedu~res 
$1 0-1 03(d) All Enforcement Agency Requirements must be placed in this section, not 
sprinkled all over the documentation. If a Building Official wants to know their responsibilities for 
code enforcement, they will look in this section, nowhere else. 

There are still enforcement Agency requirements in other parts of these regulations such as 
NA1.3.4, that have not been moved to 510-103(d). 

510-106(a) If a local agency makes no alterations to, and enforces the State's Energy Code, 
they should be allowed to develop their own additional building energy efficiency or "Green 
Building" requirements, without seeking CEC approval. 

Calculation Methods 
510-109(b)l .D. Requires all ACMs to demonstrate that they are reliable & accurate relative to 
approved public domain computer programs. Since the Commission does not now have, or 
ever will have any approved public domain programs, how can it legally approve ACMs? [The 
Commission approved a proprietary State version Non-residential compliance program 6 
months after the 2005 Standards went into effect. As far as I know, the Commission has still not 
approved any State Residential Compliance Program]. The entire contents of 510-109 that deal 
with Performance Method Compliance Programs is defective/obsolete and should be replaced. 
The following proposed language is preliminary and incomplete. It is intended to serve as the 
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basis for discussing this matter. This should probably be done at a public workshop. The fact 
that these topics have not yet been adequately and openly discussed is another example of the 
defective adoption process that has been plaguing these proceedings. 

§lo-1 09 - CALCULATION METHODS AND ALTERNATIVE COMPONENT PACKAGES 

(a) CEC Performance Method Computer Programs. The Commission shall develop, 
adopt, or approve one or more computer programs that will enable contractors, builders, 
architects, engineers, energy consultants, and government officials to estimate the 
energy consumed by residential and nonresidential buildiugs, and to demonstrate that 
proposed designs use no more energy than the Commission prescribed Performance 
Method energy budget. The Commission may charge a fee for use of these programs. 
These programs shall be certified, approved and made available to the general public at 
least 120 days prior to the effective date of the 2008 standards. 

(b) Procedural requirements for certification of All Performance Method Computer 
Programs. In order to obtain Certification, the applicant must comply with the 
requirements, specifications, and criteria set forth in the appropriate Residential or 
Nonresidential Performance Program Certification Manual. These Manuals specify 
application requirements, methods to calculate greenhouse gas emissions, minimum 
modeling capabilities, required output forms and instructions, input assumptions, testing 
requirements, test approval criteria, vendor requirements, and other related 
requirements. The 2008 Residential and Nonresidential Performance Program 
Certification Manuals are hereby adopted by reference. 

The Commission shall also develop a procedure for assuring the ongoing quality and 
accuracy of all certified programs and timely correction of any reported calculation 
errors. Correction of errors will not normally require re-certification. If a vendor refuses to 
correct program errors in a timely manner, the Commission may de-certify the program. 

(c) Application to enhance CEC Performance Method Programs. [This section will 
describe how an applicant can incorporate new products, materials, and calculation 
methods into the CEC Performance Method Programs. The applicant will be responsible 
for all costs associated with their application.] 

(d) Exceptional Methods. [If the CEC Compliance Programs cannot accurately model ... 
wording is similar to current section. The applicant is responsible for all costs associated 
with this application.] 

(e) Alternatives to the CEC Performance Method Computer Programs. [This section will 
describe how vendors can apply for certification of Performance Method Programs to be 
used as alternatives to the CEC's Compliance Programs. One criteria for approval will 
be demonstrating that the proposed alternative is reliable and accurate relative to the 
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