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Re: Petition to Amend Condition Biological Resources 5-4 for the Calistoga Power 
Plant (Formerly known as the "Occidental (OXY) Geothermal Power Plant No. 
I), Docket 81-AFC-1 
Submitted by Geysers Power Company, LLC 

Pursuant to Section 1769 of the California Energy Commission (CEC) Siting 
Regulations, Geysers Power Company, LLC ("GPC"), hereby submits the attached Petition 
to amend Condition Biological Resources 5-4 for the Calistoga Power Plant (formerly 
known as the "Occidental (OXY) Geothermal Power Plant No. l), regarding boron drift 
monitoring. GPC would like to withdraw the Petition submitted on March 13,2008, letter # 
GWQ-08-065 and replace it with the attached Petition. 

As discussed in the attached Petition, twenty years worth of data confirm that boron 
drift sampling is no longer necessary and should not be required. Specifically, in tlhe Petition, 
GPC requests that the Condition be amended to give the Compliance Project Manimager the 
discretion to confirm in writing that further boron drift testing is not required. 

GPC also seeks to clarify questions related to the name of the facility now I-~nownas 
the Calistoga Power Plant. As part of that clarification, GPC presents a brief summary of 
both the ownership and the name of the facility as Attachment 1. Since GPC is sin-~ply 
clarifying the name of the facility and since there is no change of ownership associated with 
the Petition, this information is presented for your information and to clarify the name of the 
facility in the Commission's Docket. 

Enclosed are five copies of GPC's Petition. Please contact me at (707) 43 1-6097 if 
you require any additional information in support of the request. 

Sincerely, 

" 
Jody Spooner 
Senior Compliance Specialist 



PETITION TO AMEND CONDITION 
BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 5-4 

FOR 
THE CALISTOGA POWER PLANT 

As required by Section 1769 of the CEC Siting Regulations, GPC hereby submits 
the following discussion to amend Condition Biological Resources 5-4. 

Pursuant to Section 1769 (a)(l)(A) and (B), a description of the proposed 
modifications, including new language for affected conditions and the necessity for 
the modifications is required. 

GPC is requesting approval of the modification so that the 5-year boron 
monitoring survey can be modified in Condition Biological Resources 5-4. The 
requirement for monitoring was initiated to assess the impacts of geothermal operations 
on local vegetation. A prime concern was the impact of boron on vegetation. A . 

monitoring program which includes a 5-year-interval program of obtaining color infrared 
photographs of the Calistoga power plant site; and ground foliar sampling at the study 
plots for boron content was initiated. 

Twenty years of monitoring for boron impacts on the Calistoga Power Plant 
indicate a decrease in the average boron concentration levels in leaves of surrounding 
plants. Additional monitoring and analysis is unlikely to add additional valuable 
information to studies of the impact of boron on vegetation. 

Mr. Douglas Nix of LandWatch, Incorporated has conducted the boron 
monitoring personally, for the Calistoga Power Plant since 1985. His last monitoring 
survey was in 2003. Mr. Nix of LandWatch recommends termination of boron 
monitoring in his 2003 report. He states that new information gathered over the past 20 
years of monitoring, based on laboratory analysis of plant leaf tissues, onsite visual 
observations and through color infrared aerial imagery, indicates no significant irilpact of 
power plant drift on the surrounding vegetation. See Attachment 2 for a copy of the 
report entitled "2003 Boron Drift Monitoring Survey for the Calpine Geothermal Power 
Plant". 

Based on these twenty years of studies and the professional opinions set forth in 
Attachment 2, GPC recommends that Biological Resources Condition 5-4 be modlified as 
follows: 

5-4.; Qxxk&A The project owner shall monitor drift effects on the vegetation 
surrounding the power plant. Monitoring shall be conducted for one year prior to 
operation, annually for the first three years of operation, and then at five-year intervals . . 
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or until the CPM confirms in-writing 
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