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DATE: 	 April 22, 2008 

TO: 	 Interested Parties 

FROM: 	 Ron Yasny, Corrlpliance Project Manager 

SUBJECT: 	 PETITION TO AMEND THE PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND 
OPERATING PARAMETERS FOR THE COOLING TOWER AT THE 
SACRAMENTO MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT FINANCING 
AUTHORITY'S COSUMNES POWER PLANT (01-AFC-19C) 

On November 7, 2007, Sacramento Municipal Utility District Financing Authority (SFA) 
filed a petition with the California Energy Commission requesting to modify the 
Cosumnes Power Plant (CPP). Staff prepared an analysis of this proposed change, 
and a copy is enclosed for your information and review. 

The 500-megawatt project was certified by the Energy Commission on September 9, 
2003, and Phase 1 began corr~niercial operation on February 21,2006. The (3PP is 
located 25 miles southeast of the City of Sacramento, in Sacramento County. 

SFA requests modification to the Project Description and Air Quality Conditior~s of 
Certification relating to total dissolved solids ('TDS) and particulate matter (PNll 0) 
emissions for the existing cooling tower at the CPP. Regarding the project description, 
the cooling tower constructed as part of Phase 1 differs from the cooling tower 
described in the Commission Decision. The proposed nine-cell cooling tower with one 
cell used as reserve was changed to a larger eight-cell cooling tower with no 12ell in 
reserve. This resulted in changes to the overall dimensions and water and ai~r flow rates 
of the cooling tower. In addition, the SFA seeks Commission approval of changes to 
Conditions of Certification AQ-18, AQ-19 and AQ-24, relating to permitted emCssions 
levels for TDS and PMI 0. The Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management 
District (District) approved the TDS and PMIO changes on May 1, 2007. 

Energy Commission staff reviewed the petition and assessed the impacts of tl-lis 
proposal on environmental quality, public health and safety, and proposes re\~isions to 
existing conditions of cert~fication as follows: 

AQ-18 	 Change allowable daily emission levels for PMlO 

AQ-19 	 Change allowable quarterly and yearly emission levels for F'MI 0 

AQ-24 	 Change allowable emission levels for TDS for any consecutive three- 
hour period. 

With respect to the cooling tower changes altering staff's original visible plume and 
noise conclusions, staff also reviewed plume models and noise studies completed in 
March and December 2006 as well as February and May 2007. It is staffs opinion that 
the change in plumes is less than significant. Noise mitigation per the Comrn~ission's 
conditions of certification was completed and the results verified during these studies. 
With the noise mitigation measures and the implementation of revised air quality 
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conditions, the project will remain in compliance with applicable laws, ordinances, 
regulations, and standards and that the proposed modifications will not result i ~n  a 
significant adverse direct or cumulative impact to the environment (Title 20, California 
Code of Regulations, Section 1769). 

The amendment petition and staffs analysis has been posted on the Energy 
Commission's web page at 
http://www.energ~.ca.~ov/sitin~cases/smud/compliance/index.html. The Energy 
Commission's Order (if approved) will also be posted on the web page. Energy 
Commission staff intends to recommend approval of the petition at the June 4, 2008 
Business Meeting of the Energy Commission. If you have comments on this ~rroposed 
modification, please submit them to me at the address below prior to May 08, 2008 

Ron Yasnv, Compliance Project Manager 
Califorrria Energy Commission 
151 6 gth Street, MS-2000 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Comments may be submitted by fax to (916) 654-3882, or by e-mail to 
~asnv@ener~~.state.ca.us. If you have any questions, please contact me at 
(916) 651-1227. 

Enclosure 
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