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Introduction 
The Building Energy Efficiency Standards were first adopted in 1976 and have been updated 

periodically since then as directed by statute. In 1975 the Department of Housing and 
Community Development had adopted rudimentary energy conservation standards, under their 
State Housing Law authority, that were a precursor to the first generation of the Building Energy 
Efficiency Standards. However, the Warren-Alquist Act was passed that year with explicit 
direction to the Energy Commission to adopt and implement the Building Energy Efficiency 
Standards. The Energy Commission's statute created completely separate authority and specific 
direction to the Energy Commission regarding what the Standards are to address, what criteria 
are to be met in developing standards, and what implementation tools, aids, and technical 
assistance are to be provided. The Standards contain energy efficiency and indoor air quality 
requirements for newly constructed buildings, additions to existing buildings, alterations to 
existing buildings and in the case of nonresidential buildings, repairs to existing buildings. The 
Standards have contained requirements for alterations to existing buildings for both 
nonresidential buildings and residential buildings since 1976. 

The 2008 Building Energy Efficiency Standards (2008 Standards) focus on several key areas to 
improve the energy efficiency of new buildings and also include requirements that will enable 
demand reductions during critical peak periods. The most significant efficiency improvements to 
the residential Standards are proposed for windows and roof systems. A requirement for 
mechanical ventilation in new homes is also proposed. Efficiency improvements in insulation and 
lighting levels, as well as lighting and water heating controls, are proposed for the nonresidential 
Standards. The 2008 Standards also include expanded criteria for acceptance testing of 
mechanical and lighting systems. 

PURPOSE, RATIONALE, AND NECESSITY 
OF THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS IN GENERAL 

The California economy, and indeed the well-being of all of California's citizens, depends 
on an adequate, reasonably-priced, and environmentally-sound supply of energy. Recent growth 
in electricity demand has strained the reliability of California's electricity system and has in some 
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circumstances contributed to a substantial rise in electricity prices. Similarly, natural gas supplies 
are becoming tighter. 
Improvements in energy efficiency are the cheapest and most environmentally-friendly methods 
to help bring demand and supply into balance. Thus existing law (Public Resources Code 
Sections 25213, 25402, 25402.1, 25402.4, 25402.5, 25402.8, and 25910) requires the Energy 
Commission to adopt standards that prescribe minimum efficiency levels for buildings and 
outdoor lighting. The standards setting the minimum efficiency levels must be feasible and cost- 
effective. Past rulemakings have described the feasibility and cost-effectiveness of each of the 
efficiency standards adopted by the Energy Commission, and this ISOR proposes amendments 
to the 2005 Building Energy Efficiency Standards. 

Specific Purpose, Rationale, and Necessity of Each Proposed Adoption, 
Amendment, and Repeal 

TITLE 24, PART 1, CHAPTER 10 : ADMINISTRATIVE REGLILATIONS CHANGES 
ARTICLE 1 - ENERGY BUILDING REGULATIONS 

SECTION 10-102 - DEFINITIONS 

The definition of "NSHP Guidebook" is being added to the definition section. 

The specific purpose and rationale for this change is that this Guidebook is an integral part of the 
proposed standards and it is necessary for enforceability of the Standards. 

SECTION 10-103 - PERMIT, CERTIFICATE, INFORMATIONAL, AND ENFORCEMENT 
REQUIREMENTS FOR DESIGNERS, INSTALLERS, BUILDERS, MANUFACTURERS, AND 
SUPPLIERS 

Changed the compliance, installation, and HERS verification certification documentation and 
enforcement procedures. Expanded the scope of the HERS provider data registry to facilitate 
secure submittal, retention, and retrieval of compliance, installation, and HERS verification 
certification documentation. Added new procedures to support optional electronic document 
transmittals/submittals, and electronic signatures/certifications for electronic documents 

The specific purpose and rationale for this change is that it specifies new requirements for code 
enforcement and it is necessary to improve the enforceability of the Standards. 

SECTION 10-105 - ENFORCEMENT BY THE COMMiSSION 

Amended existing language to clarify the roles and responsibilities state agencies for buildings 
that are not under the jurisdiction of local agencies. 

The specific purpose and rationale for this change is that it clarifies state agency responsibilities 
to comply with the Standards and it is necessary to improve compliance with the regulations. 

SECTION 10-109 - CALCULATION METHODS AND ALTERNATIVE COMPONENT 
PACKAGES 

The initial fee of one thousand dollars has been increased to two thousand dollars. 














































































