Energy Commission Staff’s Proposed Construction Schedule Restriction for the
Victorville 2 Hybrid Power Project (07-AFC-1)
Tuan Ngo, P.E.

Staff provides the following response to the Applicant’s March 28, 2008 Prehearing
Conference statement and issues raised at the April 3, 2008 Evidentiary Hearing
regarding restrictions on the construction start and stop time for the Victorville 2 Hybrid
Power Project (Victorville 2). The applicant proposed to start construction activities one
hour after sunrise and to stop them thirty (30) minutes before sunset. Staff, relying on
the applicant-provided modeling results (submitted in the July 23, 2007, Data Response
Set 1), conservatively recommended that the construction stop time should be one hour
before sunset, and placed such a restriction in its proposed Condition of Certification
AQ-SC6. The objective was to prevent the project's construction emissions from
creating a new violation of the area ambient 1-hour NO; standard. The applicant
objected to this restriction.

Staff reassessed the modeling and found that the original concern — the potential for
creating a new violation of the ambient NO, standard - could occur during the period of
July 15 to August 30 unless restrictions were placed on the construction stop time. Staff
notes that the minimum resolution of the air dispersion model is one hour, not 30
minutes. Staff believes it is inappropriate to assert resolution in the modeling results that
do not exist in the model, even more so when attempting to model an activity as
complicated and variable as a construction site. Under the applicant’s proposal, for
almost the entire period from July 15 to August 30, potential construction activities could
occur up to 30 minutes or less before sunset. At other times of the year, sunset and
construction activities are within 30 minutes of each other for only a day or two.
Therefore, staff continues to recommend that construction stop one (1) hour before
sunset between July 15 and August 30. However, allowing a construction stop time of
thirty minutes before sunset for days outside of the period from July 15 to August 30
would not likely cause an adverse air quality impact to the area ambient NO,. Thus,
staff proposes to revise (in the underline/strike out format) Condition of Certification AQ-
SC6 to read:

AQ-SC6 Construction activities shall be limited to the hours between one hour after
sunrise and one hour before sunset during July 15 and August 30. At other
times, construction activities shall be limited to the hours between one hour
after sunrise and thirty (30) minutes before sunset.
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