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INTRODUCTION 

On March 10,2008, the Orange Grove Committee issued a tentative decision 

recommending the denial of the application for a small power plant exemption submitted 

by the applicant, Orange Grove Energy LP. As part of the tentative decision, the 

committee ordered all parties to submit briefs addressing various questions of law 

discussed in the tentative decision and to respond to the tentative decision to deny the 

small power plant exemption. 

DISCUSSION 

The Committee would recommend that the Orange Grove Application for a Small 
Power Plant Exemption be denied 

A. Staff Recommends a Suspension 

Staff would not oppose a final decision to deny the Small Power Plant Exemption. 

Another option, staff recommends, is to suspend the Orange Grove project until the 

project applicant is able to address significant unresolved problems and provide essential 

informatiomas discussed below. Whether the Orange Grove project is denied and re-filed 

as an Application for Certification or continues to seek a small power plant exemption, 



staff will not be able to perform the required environmental analysis and propose 

appropriate mitigation until the applicant provides essential info~mation as described 

below and fully defines the project. Staff believes a suspension would be the most 

efficient way for staff and the applicant to utilize the work done to date, but would allow 

staff to stop work on the project until the applicant provides the information described in 

this brief. Once the applicant provides all the information requested for staff's analysis, 

staff would resume work on the case without further procedural requirements having to 

be met. 

B. Information Needed for Staff to Complete its Analysis of the Proiect 

The following is a list of the major issues which would need to be addressed by 

the applicant prior to staff resuming work on the Orange Grove Project: 

1) Complete biological surveys for the following species: California coastal 
gnatcatcher, Southwestern willow flycatcher, Least Bell's vireo, Arroyo toad, 
Chaparral nolina, Felt-leaved monardella, Mesa horkelia, Parry's tetracoccus 
and Robinson's peppergrass. 

2) Assess potential impacts to Parry's tetracoccus and propose feasible 
mitigation. 

3) Assess temporary and permanent impacts to the waters of the United States 
due to gas pipeline construction and propose avoidance and minimization 
measures for reducing these impacts. 

4) Assess the temporary and permanent impacts to coastal sage scrub and other 
habitat types (including vegetation cleared for fire protection in the vicinity of 
new project features) and propose mitigation for the impacts. 

5) Complete steps to annex the area of the proposed site to the county so as to 
come within the service territory of the local fire district. 

6) Provide analysis of the traffic and school bus route impacts from the three 
water truck trips per hour during operation. 




















