
STATE OF CALIFORNIA- THE RESOURCES AGENCY 	 ARNOLD SC:HWARZENEGGER, Governor 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
1516 NINTH STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-5512 
w.energy.ca.gov 

March 25,2008 

I DOCKET IMr. Mark Turner 
Project Manager 
CPV Sentinel, LLC 
55 Second Street, Suite 525 
San Francisco, CA 941 05 

Dear Mr. Turner: 

RE: CPV SENTINEL ENERGY PROJECT DATA REQUESTS #2 (66 - 97) 

Pursuant to Title 20, Califorrria Code of R.egulations, Section 171 6, the California 
Energy Corr~rrrission staff seeks the information specified in the enclosed data requests. 
The information requested is necessary to: 1) more fully understand the project, 2) 
assess whether the facility will be constructed and operated in compliance with 
applicable regulations, 3) assess whether the project will result in significant 
environmental impacts, 4) assess whether the facilities will be constructed and operated 
in a safe, efficient and reliable manner, and 5) assess potential rnitigation measures. 

-This set of data requests (#66 - 97) is being made in the areas of Biology, Cultural 
Resources, Socioeconomics, and Water Resources. Written responses to the enclosed 
data requests are due to the Energy Corrimission staff on or before April 14, ;m,or at 
such later date as may be mutually agreeable. 

If you are unable to provide the information requested, need additional time, or object to 
providing the requested infomiation, please send a written notice to both the Committee 
and me within 20 days of receipt of this notice. The notification must contain t,he 
reasons for not providing the information,, the need for additional time and the! grounds 
for any objections (see Title 20, California Code of Regulations, section 171 6 (f)). (Note: 
Response to Data Request 66 regarding spring 2008 sensitive plant survey information, 
will not be able to be provided until after the April 14th due date. No written request for 
additional time is necessary for this item. 

If you have any questions, please call me at (91 6) 654-4206 or email me at 
bpfanner(Ti2enerqy.state.ca.u~. 

Sincerely, 

Bill Pfann 
Project Manager 

Enclosure 

cc: 	 Docket (07-AFC-3) 
Proof of Service List 



CPV Sentinel (07-AFC-3) 
Data Requests 

Technical Area: Biological Resources 
Author: Michelle Lee Mattson 

BACKGROUND 

The application for the CPV Sentinel Energy Project, Biological Resources Section 7.2 
states that the project would not impact special-status plant species, special-status 
wildlife species, or water bodies. The application states that no indications of special- 
status species were observed during field surveys. However, surveys by the applicant's 
consultant were recor~naissance level on February 26, 2007, April 3, 2007, arid May 7 
through 10, 2007, during an extended drought period. Therefore, staff considers the 
results of these surveys to be highly inconclusive for the purposes of assessirig 
potential project impacts. There was adequate rainfall in winter 200712008, SO to 
complete its analysis staff needs spring 2008 protocol survey information for sensitive 
plants, Coachella Valley fringe-toed lizards, flat-tailed horned lizard, desert to~rtoise, and 
burrowing owls. 

DATA REQUESTS 

66. Please provide spring 2008 sensitive plant survey information for the following 
federally listed species, as well as other special-status plants within the project 
vicinity as identified in the application. Surveys should be conducted by a 
qualified and permitted biologist using California Native Plant Society Botanical 
Survey Guidelines. 

Astragalus lentiginosus var. coachellae, "Coachella Valley milk-vetch" occurs 
in Sonoran desert scrub in sandy soils and blooms between February and 
May. 

Astragalus tricarinatus, "triple-ribbed milk-vetch" occurs in Joshua tree 
woodland and Sonoran desert scrub and blooms between Feb and May 

Erigeron parishii, "Parish's Daisy" occurs in Mojavean desert scrub, pinyon 
and juniper woodland and blooms between May and June (note: response to 
this item will be provided after the April 1 4 ~ ~  due date for response l:o Data 
Request #2, but should not delay PI-~blication of the Preliminary Staff 
Assessment). 

67. Please provide the results of 2008 protocol surveys for the Coachella \Jalley 
fringe-toed lizards, flat-tailed horned lizard, desert tortoise, and burrowing owl. 
Surveys should be conducted by qualified and permitted biologists using full U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service recovery permit protocols. Please provide thc, resumes 
for the field biologists corrlpleting the surveys. 

BACKGROUND 

A site review of potential jurisdictional waters and wetlands was completed concurrently 
with the 2007 reconnaissance surveys for sensitive plants and wildlife. As noted in the 
project application, numerous difficulties can be encountered when perforrrling 
delineations in dryland fluvial systems of the arid Southwest, particularly during drought 
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conditions. However, staff observed several swales within the project area in 
October 2007. These swales did not appear to convey surface flows, but due to drought 
conditions evidence may not have been present. Therefore, staff needs the previous 
determination to be verified in March or April 2008 to take advantage of the physical and 
biological characteristics, that may have been reestablished by winter 200712008 rainfall. 

DATA REQUEST 

68. Please conduct a jurisdictional determination of waters of the United States and 
waters of the State within the project site as regulated by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (ACOE) and Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) under 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Ac:t and California Department of Fish and Game 
under Section 1602 of the State Fish and Game Code, respectively. Please 
utilize both the 1987 Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual and the 
2006 Guidelines for Determinations for Waters of the United States in the Arid 
Southwest. Please conduct a survey determination in spring 2008 to take 
advantage of the winter 200712008 rainfall. Please provide the survey results and 
identify the staff completing the determination and their qualifications. 

BACKGROUND 

A search of the California Natl~ral Diversity Database (CNDDB) revealed the presence 
of a sensitive natural community in the vicinity of the proposed project, Mesquite 
Bosque along the Banning Fault. Mapped occurrences of Mesquite Bosque are 
generally one mile southeast of the project area. Although this sensitive community 
does not occur within the project area, staff needs to determine if the project vvould 
directly and/or indirectly impact the community through the use of groundwater for 
power plant cooling. 

DATA REQUEST 

69. a. Please provide a detailed assessment of the potential short and lon!g-term 
effects of groundwater use by the project on the Mesquite Bosque plant 
community. 

b. Please provide bibliographic information on any existing research on the 
Mesquite Bosque in the Coachella Valley region, particularly the plant's 
responses to drought cycles and fluctuations in groundwater levels. 
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