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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


Energy Resources 

Conservation and Development Commission 


In the Matter of: 1 DOCKET NO. 1-81-AFC-1C 

Application for Certification for the OXY 
Geothermal Plant No. 1 

1 GEYSERS POWER COMPANY'S 
PETITION AMENDMENT TO MODIFY 
BIOLOGICAL CERTIFICATION 

On February 1, 1982, the California Energy Commission (CEC) issued a License 
to Occidental Geothermal Inc. to construct and operate the OXY Geothermal 
Plant No. 1 Project. The plant began operation commercially on April 10, 1984. 

Between 1982 and 1999, Occidental Geothermal underwent several name 
changes. In 1999, in accordance with Section 1569 (b) of Title 20 of the 
California Code of Regulations, Calpine Calistoga Holdings, LLC submitted a 
Petition to Transfer Ownership of the Calistoga Geothermal Power Plant from 
Calistoga Geothermal Partners, LP to Geysers Power Company, L.LC both 
indirect wholly owned subsidiaries of Calpine Corporation. The Petition was 
granted. GPC currently identifies the power plant as the "Calistoga Power Plant" 
and it is referred in this Petition as the "Calistoga Power Plant". 

In accordance with 20 CFR Section 1769, GPC is submitting a request to amend 
Biological Resources Condition of Certifica,tion 5-4 regarding the monitoring of boron 
drift effects on vegetation surrounding the Calistoga power plant. The following 
contains a description of the proposed modification including a discussion of the 
necessity of the change. The Petition demonstrates that the proposed modification 
does not undermine any assumption, rationale or finding in the final decision, will not 
result in significant impacts and will not affect the ability of the facility to clomply with 
applicable laws, ordinances, regulations or standards (LORS). 



Description of Proposed Modification 

GPC is requesting approval from the CEC to modify Biological Resources 
Condition of Certification 5-4 which is associated with the required boron study for 
the Calistoga Geothermal Power Plant. 

This amendment is beivg requested because twenty years of boron monitoring 
studies in the area of the Calistoga Power Plant indicate that there is not an 
impact on surrounding vegetation and further monitoring is not necessary. 

The Final Decision stated that there was a possibility that vegetation injury will 
occur as a result of cooling tower drift; and that the effects of cooling tower drift on 
surrounding vegetation can be determined only through systematic monitoring. 

GPC requests that Biological Resources Condition 5-4 be modified as follows: 

5-4: Occidental shall monitor drift effects on the vegetation surrounding 
the power plant. Monitoring shall be conducted for one year prior to 
operation, annually for the first three years of operation, and then at 
five-year intervals or until it can be demonstrated that boron drift is not 
having a significant on the veaetation surrounding the power plant_ feF 
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Verification: Occidental shall submit annual reports to the CEC in those 
years in which the monitoring takes place. These reports shall include 
copies of all laboratory analyses, field survey work, and a stereo pair 
(full color copy) of aerial photographs of the leasehold. 

Necessity of Proposed Modification 

GPC is requesting approval of the modification so that the 5-year boron 
monitoring survey can be terminated. 












































