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M e m o r a n d u m  
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Date March 21, 2008 
Telephone: (916) 6530062 

TO: Commissioner Jeffrey Byron, Presiding hdember 
Commissioner James D. Boyd, Associate Member 

From: California Energy Commission - Jack W. Caswell, Project Manager 
1516 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512 

subject:STATUSREPORT #I 
IVANPAH SOLAR ELECTRIC GENERATING SYSTEM (07-AFC-5) 

Pursuant to the Committee Scheduling Clrder dated January 31, 2008, the folllowing is 
staffs Status Report # I  for the proposed lvanpah Solar Electric Generating System 
(ISEGS) project. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and California Energy 
Commission (Energy Commission) staffs continue to gather information in the form of 
data requests, while providing direction to the applicant for the successful co~npletionof 
their data responses. 

Milestones to Date 

Staff has been coordinating a number of activities to facilitate the discovery and analysis 
phase of the Application for Certification (AFC) review as follows: 

December 12, 2007- Staff provided the applicant with data requests for the following 
technical areas: project description, air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, 
land use, traffic and transportation, transmission system engineering, waste 
management, soils and water resources and visual resources. 

December 28, 2007 - Staff published the Issues Identification Report identifying four 
issues in the technical areas of: air quality, land use, soils and water, and visual 
resources. The agencies' staffs and ISEGS applicant are working to resolve technical 
issues identified. 

a) The applicant believes that the proposed project represents a net air emissions 
reduction to the environment. The~refore,the applicant has not propostsd an air 
emission offset package or mitigation measures related to the three natural gas 
fired boilers and their contribution to air emission impacts. Staff providjed data 
requests focused on this issue in order to more fully understand the lo~gicof the 
applicant's proposed approach. 

b) Land use issues focused on compliance with the Bureau of Land Management 
issuance of a right-of- way grant and the impacts to more than 3,400 acres of public 
lands. Additionally, a joint agency approach is being developed for the alternatives 
and cumulative impacts analyses related to public lands and compliance with both 
NEPA and CEQA. Staff provided data requests focused on resolution of these 
issues. 
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c) Soils and Water issues are focuse!d on impacts to soil from site preparation and the 
impacts from potential water and wind erosion. A Drainage, Erosion, a~nd 
Sedimentation Control Plan that meets both NEPA and CEQA requirements is 
required prior to the Final Staff Assessment/Final Environmental Impact Statement 
publication. Complete site design information is a necessary requirem'ent of the 
BLM to adequately assess impacts of the project. BLM has evaluated the 
applicant's conceptual site design drawings and is concerned that the on-site check 
dams and diversion berms will not adequately address erosion control for the site, 
nor will these limited erosion control measures protect adjoining public: lands. BLM 
has requested a detailed engineering site plan to assure that the project footprint 
incorporates any area that might r'equire surface disturbance associated with the 
impoundments, diversions, or other water and erosion control features;. Data 
requests have been provided requesting additional detailed engineering 
information. 

d) The joint agencies' staffs are deve!loping specific Visual Resource Management 
(VRM) classifications for the proposed project's visual setting that satisfies both 
NEPA and CEQA concerns. The cleveloping VRM approach by both a'gencies for 
large solar projects will be helpful in the review of future projects of this size and 
visual magnitude. Staff has provided data requests focused on Key Observation 
Points for this issue. 

January 14,2008 -Applicant filed Set 1A Data Responses. 

February 1 1 ,  2008 - Applicant filed Set 1 B Data Responses. 

March 1 1 ,  2008 - Applicant filed Set 'I C Data Responses. 

Pendinq Data Requests to Date 

The Applicant has not responded fully to Round #I Data Requests filed on 1;!/12/07. The 
following is a list of incomplete data responses or data requests to which no response has 
yet been received. 

1. Air Quality: 9,8 

2. Biological Resources: 18,19,20,21,22,24,25,26,29,30,31 

3. Cultural Resources: 33,37,40,41 

4. Land Use: 44,45,46,47,48,49,51,52 

5. Soils and Water Resources: 53,58,63 

6. Traffic and Transportation: 88 

7. Transmission system Engineering: 92,93 

8. Visual Resources: 105,106 
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