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Subject: HUMBOLDT BAY REPOWERING PROJECT (06-AFC-7) STATUS REPORT 5 

The following is staffs Status Report 5 for Pacific Gas and Electric's (PG&E) proposed 
Humboldt Bay Repowering Project (HBRP). 

Current Issues and Activities for Resolution 
Staff is continuing the analysis phase of the Application for Certification (AFC) process for the 
proposed Humboldt Bay Repowering Project (HBRP). The Preliminary Staff Assessment 
(PSA) was published on November 29, 2007 and identified unresolved issues in Air Quality, 
Public Health, Biological Resources and Land Use. Staff conducted two PSA Workshops on 
December 14,2007 and January 16,2008. It is encouraged that through work with the 
applicant, North Coast Unified Air Quality Management District (NCUAQMD) and U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) that issues pertaining to Air Quality and Public 
Health are being resolved through revision of the modeling approaches and establishment of 
lower limits on diesel fuel use. 

Staffs complete assessment of Biological Resources issues has been completed based upon 
consultation with the Coastal Commission and review of the project for conformance with the 
Coastal Act. It now believes the project will conform. Under Land Use, staffs determination of 
the project's conformance with the Humboldt County General Plan would be satisfied if the 
Public Health impact issues are indeed resolved. Staff and the applicant are also discussing 
how HBRP would meet the requirements under the Warren-Alquist Act for providing a public 
use area associated with development in the coastal zone. Following publication of the PSA, 
staff received comments from the applicant indicating that they disagree with staffs Cultural 
Resources position that construction and operation of HBRP would result in an indirect impact 
to a significant historical resource as a result of the subsequent demolition of Humboldt Bay 
Power Plant (HBPP) Units 1 and 2. Staff and the applicant are still collecting and exchanging 
information on the above issues. The following is a summary of the status of these issues and 
staffs resolution efforts since the publication of the PSA. 

Air Qualitv 
The NCUAQMD has secured the services of a consultant to perform air dispersion modeling of 
the proposed HBRP. The consultant initiated its modeling in January 2008, and is expected to 
provide preliminary results to the NCUAQMD in late February or early March. If the modeling 
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results indicate that the project will conform to NCUAQMD rules and all applic:able laws, 
ordinances, regulations and standards (LORS), the NCUAQMD expects to issue the Final 
Deterrnination of Compliance (FDOC) within a few weeks thereafter, possibly as early as mid- 
March. Staff will review the results .from the NCUAQMD consultant's modeling as well as 
verify with its own modeling whether the project conforms with all applicable L-ORS. 

Public Health 
During the January 16, 2008 PSA Workshop, PG&E agreed to revise their screening Health 
Risk Assessment (HRA) for the HBRP according to criteria acceptable to stafll. PG&E filed 
their revised HRA on February 6, 2008 and it is currently being reviewed by staff. PG&E1s 
conclusion is that the project would not cause a sigr~i'ficant adverse impact to public health. 
The most significant changes underlying the revised HRA are two-fold: 

1. The applicant,. NCUAQMD and staff looked carefully at the hours of diesel operation that 
would be needed for maintenance, testing and natural gas curtailments. The applicant 
determined that 51 0 plant-wide engine hours per year, combined for all ten units would be 
adequate rather than the 1,000 hours previously assumed. 

2. Staff and the applicant investigated the air dispersion model used for purp'oses of 
performing the screening HRA. Both believe that the CTSCREEN version of the 
CTDMPLUS model would be acceptable for the meteorological data available, would 
properly model physical conditions posed by the elevated terrain of Hurnboldt Hill located 
southeast of the proposed HBRP, and would conform to the guidelines of the California 
EPA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). 

Staff is encouraged with these recent developments leading to more issue resolution and is 
currently reviewing the revised screening HRA. 

Biological Resources 
Since publishing the PSA, staff has completed its assessment of biological impacts and its 
determination as to whether the project conforms with LORS. Staff co~sultedwith the Coastal 
Commission and determined that the project will conform with the Coastal Act as it pertains to 
biological resources. 

Cultural Resources 
The applicant plans to remove HI-~mboldt Bay Power Plant (HBPP) Units 1 and 2 when HBRP 
becomes operational. Staff believes construction and operation of HBRP wo~lld result in an 
indirect impact to a significant historical resource as a result of the subsequent demolition of 
the existing units. Staff considers all of the existing HBPP that is 45 years or older a historic 
district in association with the nuclear Unit 3 that has already been determined to be 
historically significant. Staff has proposed mitigation in the PSA that would require PG&E to 
prepare a Historic American Engineering Record (HAER) of the contributing elements of the 
historic district prior to their alteration or demolition. Staff and PG&E continue to discuss this 
issue, including the Energy Con- mission's and possibly the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's 
(NRC) determinations as to whether features of the existing HBPP other than Unit 3 are 
historically significant. Staff is also working with the applicant and NRC to unclerstand the role 
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