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subject: 	 STAFF'S COMMENTS ON THE REVISED PRESIDING MEMBER'S PROPOSED 
DECISION, THE AMENDED FINAL DETERMINATION OF COMPLIANCE, AND ON 
WALNUT CREEK ENERGY PARK'S COMMENTS ON THE REVISED PMPD FOR 
NOISE AND VIBRATION 

In response to revised information and an opportunity to provide comments after the 
Committee's Evidentiary Hearing for the Walnut Creek Energy Park, staff is providing 
additional information and comments for the evidentiary record in the following technical 
areas: Air Quality and Noise and Vibration. Staffs comments are provided in the form of 
supplemental testimony per the Committee order in its February 6, 2006 Notice of 
Hearing on Status of the Proceeding and Evidentiary Hearing. The suggested new text 
for Conditions of Certification is in underline format. 



AIR QUALITY 
Supplemental Testimony of Joseph M. Loyer 

On January 22, 2008, the South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) issued 
an Amended Final Determination of Compliance (AFDOC) for a 30-day public review. 
The AFDOC contains five new conditions, which staff proposes for incorporation into the 
Revised Presiding Member's Proposed Decision (PMPD). Revised language for staffs 
conditions of certification is identified by underline in the following information. Staff 
submits to the Committee for their consideration a revised AIR QUALITY Table 22, 
amended Conditions of Certification AQ-3, and -7 and new Conditions of Certification 
AQ-17, -18 and -19. 

The modifications to AQ-3 and -7 are minor: 

AQ-3 includes the requirement that the Walnut Creek project be completed and on- 
line within three years of the issuance of the Permit to Construct and, 

AQ-7 includes the requirement that the annual source test include reporting of 
emissions in units of pounds per hour (Iblhr). 

The new Conditions AQ-17, -18 and -19 incorporate three new major requirements from 
the AQMD as a result of the new provisions in Rule 1309.1 (The Priority Reserve Rule). 

AQ-17 requires the one time testing of the Walnut creek project to demonstrate 
compliance with the following performance criteria for NOx and PMIO emissions for 
each turbine: 

o NOx emissions may not exceed 0.08 IbslMW-hr. 

o PMIO emissions may not exceed 0.06 IbslMW-hr. 

AQ-18 restricts the Walnut Creek project from operating more than 4,000 hours per 
year per turbine. 

AQ-19 restricts the Walnut Creek project from delivering more than 500 MW of 
electric power to the grid. 

The AFDOC contains a discussion of how the Walnut Creek Energy Park will comply 
with all the new provisions of AQMD Rule 1309.1 adopted in August of 2007. With the 
AFDOC, staff can make the recommendation to the Committee that the project complies 
with all Laws, Ordinances, Regulations and Standards. It is staffs opinion that the 
project's conformance with the AFDOC will not result in any significant adverse impacts 
to the environment. Additionally, it is staff opinion that this project will comply with the 
the Conditions of Certification. Therefore, staff can recommend that the project be 
approved with the adoption of the conditions of certification recommended in the Final 
Staff Assessment (dated April 11,2007), and the Staff Comments on the PMPD and 
modified herein. 

Additions to AIR QUALITY Table 22 and the following Conditions of Certification are 
shown in underline, while the deletions are shown in -. 






























