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Subject Application for Certification for the lvanpah Solar Electric Generating System 

Dear 

The 
 of Fish and Game has the Application 
for (AFC) for the lvanpah Solar Electric Generating System (project), 
Docket The proposed is for construction of the solar 
concentrating thermal power plants, based an power tower and heliostat 
mirror technology, in which heliostat (mirror) fields focus energy on power tower 
receivers near the center of each heliostat array. Each 
approximately 850-acres (or square miles) and would have three tower receivers 
and arrays; the 200-MW site would require approximately 1,600-acres (or 2.5 square 
miles) and would have 4 tower and arrays. The total area required for all three 
phases would induding the administration and maintenance 
and substation and be (or 5.3 square miles). Given that the 
three would be in concert, the solar plant projects 
share the facilities mentkned above to include access roads, and the 

transmission lines for all three phases. of the project 
anticipated to begin in the first quarter of 2009, with construction being completed in 

the quarter of 2012. The project is on the north side of Interstate 15, 
miles west of the California-Nevada border in Bernardino County. The proposed 

will require an amendment the Desert Area Plan and 
a Right-of-way Authorization Bureau of Land Management (BLM). 

Department staff also attended the Public Visit and 

require 

and BLM Hearing in on January 4,2008, and provided these 
comments at time. 
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The Department is providing comments on the AFC as the State agency which 
has the statutory and common law responsibilities wiVl regard to fish and wildlife 
resources and habitats. California's fish and wildlife iesources, including their h a b i ,  
are held in trust for the people of the State by the Deparfment (Fish and Game Code 
7 1  I The Department has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, and 
management of f ~ h ,  wlldlii, native plants, and the habitats necessary for biologically 
sustainable populations of those species (Fish and Game Code 51802). The 
Department's Fish and wildlife management functions are implemented through its 
administration and enforcement of Fish and Game Code (Fish and Game Code 9702). 
The Department is a trustee agency for fish and wildlife under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (see CEQA Guidelines, 14 Cal. Code Regs. §15386(a)). The 
Deparbnent is providing these wmrnents in furtherance of these statutory 
responsibilities, as well as its common law role as trustee for the public's fish and 
wildlife. - r - ," !. - - -  

The Department has setious concerns with the potential impacts of this project 
on desert tortoise, a State and federally-liited Threatened species, bighorn sheep, 
banded Gila monster, burrowing owl, fairy shrimp, migratory birds and nathre desert 
vegetation. 

The DepartmenPs responsibilities in regard to the biological resources pote&ally 
~mpacted by the proposed project fall into two categories. First, as Trustee agency for 
the state's fish and wildlife resources, the Departments role is to provide the California 
Energy Commission (CEC) and BLM with biological information and recommendations 
that the CECIBLM can use to comply with its responsibilities, as CEQA and NEPA Lead 
Agencies, to disclose the impacts of the proposed project, and adopt mitigation 
measures which wlll reduce the impacts to those resources to below significance. Our 
second role, as a state Responsible Agency, is to issue permits, consistent with our 
authority, for the Incidental Take of state listed species; for the handling of wildlife 
species pursuant to research projects; and as appropriate, issue agreements for the 
alteration of state waters. (Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreements). As a 
Responsible Agency, we must also rely on the Lead Agency's CEQA document on 
which to base our permits. Our wmrnents on this project will address both of these 
roles. 

General &ments: 

The California Endangered Species Act (CESA) requirements for minimizing 
and fully mitigating impacts from a project are mom stringent than the requirements 
under Section 7 of the Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA). CESA requires that 
the impact ofthe taking be minimized and QlIy mitigated", whereas FESA requires that 
the impacts be mitigated to the 'maximum extent practicable." The Department 
recommends we be induded into mrtigation discussions at the earliest possible time to 
avoid unnecessary delays in the project. 
















