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From the Desk of Dayan Anderson

B0 PEEP FILMS
PO Bax 5080

CA 82386
(909) 831-4286

January 30, 2008

DOCKET
George R Meckfessel, Planning and Environmental Coordinator Y7
Bureau of Land Management Fiekd Office
1303 South Highway 85, Needles Ca 92363 DAT 0T [
Fax: (760) 326-7009 e

emall: E30@ca.bim.gov |[RECD. 8 0 1

Re:  Application for Certification for the ivanpah Solar Eledric Generating System (Docket No. 07-AFC-5)
lssue: Potential Impacs to Desart Bighom Shieep

—
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As | was unable 1o atiend the public haaring held in Primm, Nevada last week, please accapt my following siatements for inclusion
in the public record during this scoping phase of the project these concems focus primarily on the future visbillty of Desert Bighom
Sheep on Public Lands in the mountain ranges adjacent to the proposed project area.

it is my understanding that this projectis one of over 40 additional solar projects curently Under considerafion for approval on public
landsﬂIroughouttheMo]ave':IHr'l. accompanied by addifional wind power projects as well. The cumulafive impact of all these
projects raisss coneiderable concem as 10 the viabillty of the Desert Bighom Sheep meta-population known t0 exist in the mouniain
ranges adjacent t0 the Bright Source project, not to mention populalions in other mountain ranges within the remainder of this
Mojave Desest region that could experience indirectimpacts 1 such development.

7 he Clark Mountsins and the Speng Mountas thet could be directly
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this fect. Furthermore, a proper environmental assessmeni mus! not overlook the cumulative impacts that additional expansions or
companion projects will have on Desert Bighomn Sheep. Should additional solar energy projects begin {0 appear near the vicinity of
this project and along proposed valley floors of other afommeantionsd sheap habitat, thess projects coupled with propesed wind
power projects that will create disturbance directly on the peaks of known sheep habitat and migration comridors, have the potential
fo create cumulative impacts in a very short fime period, effectivety eliminating habitat inkages between bighom sheep populations
at an alarming rate to whichthe sheep will have less ability ta adapt.

Awunllngtoh&x#urforﬂnCmsewaimofBIQMmSheep,mermﬁEofMdamﬂwntanmmmmmas
historic sheep habitat, 0 have the petential to become Vicble habitat in the NEX future have not even been surveyed by the
Califomia Department of Fish & Game in the past 35 years, due to lack of funding. It would be imesponsible and short-sighted fo
begin spproving projects such as those proposed, 0N a piece-meal bases, without establishing a more accurate bassline meta-
population of Desart Bighom Sheep IN the entire area. This new information would provide [and agencies and wildife managers
more complste information upon which o evaluate these plans, providing an opportunity to modify their ordentaion and density to
minimize detrimental impacts to wildiife. Any miligation measures that may be considensd for this and addiional projects should
attempt to address this funding shortfall of these agencies and provide them with the resources they need in fully assess the exient
and viability of the Desert Bighom Shasp poputations in the Southemn California Deserts, and from that basis alone develop a mare
complete assessment of the cumulative Impacts of man-made construction and energy projects within the Mojave Desert.
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