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December a.m. - 11 a.m. DOCKETHyatt Regency Sacramento 
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Call-in number 888-422-7141, code 931296 


JAN 2008 
MEETING NOTES 

Attendees: 
Ray Bransfield, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (by 
phone) 
Tonya Moore, California Department of Fish and Game 
(by phone) 
Tom Inland Energy (by phone) 

Cadreau (by phone) 
Tony Inland Energy 
Tom Egan, 
Kim McCormick. Inland Enerev 

Gerardo Rios, EPA 

Anita Lee, EPA (by phone) 
Margaret Alkon ,EPA 
Misa Ward, CEC 
John Kessler, CEC 
Brian 

Bachrach, ENSR 

1. Project Permitting Status Overview 

Kim representing Inland Energy, provided a status report on the following 
permits: 

a. USFWS Biological Opinion (BiOp) - Ray Bransfield (USFWS) circulated a draft 
BiOp on the Victorville 2 Project ( W 2 )  to EPA and Inland Energy (on behalf of the Applicant, 
the City of Victorville) on December 12,2007. 

b. CDFG CESA Section 2081 (2081) - Applicant submitted a draft Section 2081 
Permit Application to CDFG on December 6,2007. 

CEC Preliminary Staff Assessment (PSA) -CEC issued its PSA on November 
21,2007. comment period closes on January 2,2008. 

d. EPA Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) Permit -EPA is reviewing the 
PSD Permit Application submitted by the Applicant on May 8,2007. 

2. Draft BiOp 

a. Applicant responses to USFWS requests in the BiOp for additional 
information regarding the following items: 

i. Power plant access road and water line revisions -Applicant will provide 
additional information and impact analysis regarding the use of 
roads as the primary access route to the power project site, and the proposed route for a potable 
water line to serve the project. Tonya Moore (CDFG), Ray and Misa Ward (CEC) all agreed 
that temporary fencing along the access route is acceptable to prevent desert tortoise impacts 

traffic during construction, provided the fencing is placed in disturbed area (the road 
shoulder) not in desert tortoise habitat areas. Tonya further requested that monitors be used 
during installation of the fencing and be available on-call during construction activities to 



address issues as and if they arise with respect to desert tortoise along the access route. Tonya, 
Ray and Misa further agreed that the speed limit in the BiOp should be increased fro:m 15 mph to 
25 mph on the access route during construction in light of the temporary fencing installation. 

. . 
11. Impacts to vegetation from cooling tower drift and nitrogen deposition - 

Applicant will provide additional information and analysis on these two issues. Misa agrees with 
Applicant's initial analysis of this issue as not a significant issue and indicated this i.; nota 
concern for CEC. It was agreed that all agencies participating in this meeting will re:ceive copies 
of the Applicant's submittal on vegetation impacts, as well as of the various other Applicant 
submittals discussed in the meeting. 

iii. Clarification of permanent and temporary disturbance - Applicant will 
confirm the final habitat impact acreage values, from both temporary and permanent disturbance, 
for all project components. Applicant also will make the necessary submittals to ensure 
consistency among the various permittingllicensing documents (BiOp, 208 1 applical:ion, PSD 
permit application, and information provided to the CEC). 

b. Other agency review and comments on the draft BiOp - Gerardo Rio,s (EPA) and 
Misa indicated that they will be contacting Ray to provide EPA and CEC input on wording in the 
BiOp regarding responsibility for complying with BiOp terms and conditions. 

3. Translocation Plan 

a. Options 

Tom Egan (lead project biologist for the Applicant) provided an overview of'the options 
to be included in the Translocation Plan for moving desert tortoises from the project site. He 
stressed that Applicant anticipates finding only 2-4 desert tortoises on the site based on protocol 
survey results, and that the Translocation Plan therefore should not be extensive or cmmplicated. 
After discussion amongst the group, it was agreed that the following four options will be 
analyzed in the Translocation Plan, and that the Plan will indicate the Applicant's preference 
among the options: 

i. Moving all desert tortoises located on the VV2 project power plant site to 
a permanent translocation site in AprilIMay 2008. 

. . 
11. Moving all desert tortoises located on the power plant site to ;a temporary 

holding area in ApriVMay 2008, and then translocating them to a permanent translo~zation site in 
early fall 2008. 

. . . 
111. Moving all desert tortoises located on the power plant site to an 

established desert tortoise facility prior to site disturbance (expected to begin June 2008), such as 
the "headstarting" breeding facility currently being established at Edwards AFB. 

iv. Leaving all desert tortoises located on the power plant site on. the site until 
fall 2008, and phasing initial construction activities during summer 2008 (June -August) to 
avoid work in areas where the tortoises are located and thus avoid disturbance to the animals. 
Final clearance surveys and translocation would then take place in fall 2008. 










