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January 2,2008 

TO: Docket #07-BSTD- 1,2008 Building Energy Efficiency Standards 

RE: Compliance Documentation Process 

Various studies and anecdotal reports have shown a significant lack of 
compliance with the Building Energy Efficiency Standards. CBIA recognizes and 
appreciates the efforts of the CEC to increase compliance and get better 
enforcement by revising the compliance documentation process. 

However, the new requirements for the HERS inspection and documentation 
process would result in significantly increased costs to the builder for HERS 
measures. In today's market, the proposed changes could more than triple the 
costs for HERS rating. The main difficulty surrounds the requirement that all CF- 
6Rs for a sample group must be provided prior to the testing of any unit,.and 
therefore the issuance of any CF4R and occupancy permit. In other words the 
builder would be required to hold all completed units for months until the group is 
filled (which is entirely unacceptable to the builder) or pay the HERS rater to do 
closer to 1 -in-2 or even 1 -in- 1 sampling instead of 1 -in-7. If HERS costs increase 
significantly it could result in decreased compliance with the requirements andor 
decreased usage of HERS credits (and therefore higher compliance costs). 

CBIA proposes that instead of requiring a group to be closed after all of the CF- 
6Rs have been uploaded to the database, allow the group to remain open until 
seven CF-6Rs have been provided or the 6-month time limit has been reached. A 
unit within a sample can be certified at any time as long as the associated CFdR 
is uploaded. A CF-4R will only be released after the CF-6R for that unit has been 
uploaded to the database and tested unit within the sample group has passed the 
HERS inspection(s). This allows closer to 1 -in-7 sampling, especially in today's 
depressed housing market, while ensuring that no CF-4Rs are released without 
CF-6Rs. The HERS rater would provide a wet-signed copy of the CF-4R for the 
tested unit(s) to the builder to submit to the building department. All CF-4Rs for 
untested units in the sample group will reference .the tested unit and therefore do 
not require signature of the HERS rater. A copy of RA2 with suggested language 
changes included is attached. 



CBIA is open to .)ther suggestions on how to better implement the HERS 
documentation PI ocess in order to increase compliance. CBIA looks forward to 
participating in discussions that improve compliance and enforcement of the 
Standards. 

Sincerely, 

Michael G. Hodgson 
Chair, CBIA Energy Committee 

Robert E. Raymer 
Technical Director, CBIA 

cc: Jackalyne Pfannenstiel, Chair and Presiding Member, CEC 
Arthur H. Rosenfeld, Commissioner and Associate Member, CEC 
Bill Pennington, Buildings and Appliances Office, CEC 
Mazi Shirakh, Buildings and Appliances Office, CEC 










































