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DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME 
South Coast Region 
4949 Viewridge Avenue 
San Diego, California 921 23 
(858) 467-4201 

FAX (8581 467-4235 


December 18,2007 
DOCKET 

Christopher Meyer, Project Manager 
California Energy Commission 

1516 Ninth Street, MS-15 

Sacramento, CA 9581 4-551 2 

Subject: 	 Comments on Request for Agency Participation in the Review of the Chula Vista 

Energy Upgrade Project, Application for Certification (07-AFC-4) 


Dear Mr. Meyer: 

The Department of Fish and Game (Department) received the California Energy 

Commission's (CEC) letter dated October 17,2007, concerning the Chula Vista Upgrade 

Project. The Department is a Trustee Agency and a Responsible Agency pursuant to the 

California Environmental Quality Act (Sections 15386 and 15381, respectively). The 

Department is responsible for ensuring appropriate conservation of the state's biological 

resources, including rare, threatened, and endangered plant and animal species, pursuant 

to the California Endangered Species Act and other sections of the Fish and Game Code. 

The Department also administers the Natural Community Conservation Planning Program. 


The Department acknowledges the purpose and need given by your agency regarding the 

project; the replacement of the older and less efficient technology with more efficient and 

cleaner technology. While there appear to be few biologically sensitive resources on the 

actual project site due to its ongoing use as a commercial facility, the Department's main 

concern is with potential impacts to the Otay River Preserve (Preserve) located 

immediately adjacent to the project site to the South. 


The Department offers the following general comments and recommendations to assist 
the CEC in avoiding, minimizing and adequately mitigating project-related impacts to 
biological resources and to ensure that the project is consistent with all applicable 
environmental requirements. 

1. 	 Non-reflective glass should be used on all windows exposed to avian flight paths to 
reduce the frequency of avian collisions with the proposed buildings. Avian 
collisions also occur when birds are attracted to or disoriented by indoor lighting 
shining out through windows at dusk and after dark. Therefore, we recommend 
that windows also be treated to prevent indoor light from shining through them. 
This would also help reduce the sky glow which disorients birds. We can provide 
information on technology available to meet these requests. 
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Mr. Meyer 

2. The applicant should ensure that development landscaping does not include exotic 
plant species that may be invasive to native habitats. Exotic plant species not to be 
used include any species listed on the Cal-IPC lnvasive Plant Inventory list. This 
list includes such species as pepper trees, pampas grass, fountain grass, ice plant, 
myoporum, black locust, capeweed, tree of heaven, periwinkle, sweet alyssum, 
English ivy, French broom, Scotch broom, and Spanish broom. A copy of the 
complete list can be obtained from Cal-IPC's web site at htt~://www.cal-ipc.org. 
Also, landscaping should not use plants that require intensive irrigation, fertilizers, 
or pesticides adjacent to preserve areas and water runoff from landscaped areas 
should be directed away from the biological conservation easement area and be 
contained and/or treated within the development footprint. 

3. Best Management Practices should be exercised within the project area during all 
construction activities, including the following: 

a. Employees should strictly limit their activities, vehicles, equipment, and 
construction materials to the fenced project footprint. 

b. To avoid attracting predators of sensitive wildlife, the project site should be 
kept as clean of debris as possible. All food related trash items should be 
enclosed in sealed containers and regularly removed from the site. 

c. Pets of project personnel should not be allowed on the project site. 

d. Disposal or temporary placement of excess fill, brush, or other debris should 
not be allowed within the Preserve boundary or waters of the United States 
or their banks. 

e. All equipment maintenance, staging, and dispensing of fuel, oil, coolant, or 
any other such activities should occur in designated areas outside of 
Preserve boundaries or waters of the United States within the fenced project 
impact limits. These designated areas should be located in previously 
compacted and disturbed areas to the maximum extent practicable in such a 
manner as to prevent any runoff from entering the Preserve or waters of the 
United States, and should be shown on the construction plans. Fueling of 
equipment should take place within existing paved areas greater than 100 
feet from Preserve boundaries or waters of the United States. Contractor 
equipment should be checked for leaks prior to operation and repaired as 
necessary. 'No-fueling zones" should be designated on construction plans. 

f. If night construction is necessary, exterior night lighting shall be of the lowest 
illumination necessary for human safety, selectively placed, shielded and 
directed away from natural habitats (Preserve). 
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