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Docket OT-FET-1 Fuel Efficient Tire Proceading

CA Fual Efficient tire requiremants should foous in on an upgrade of
inflation pressura retantion characterstics of fires. s
recommeanded that an initial CA nuling could include certification by all
manufaciurers that tires meet the same inflation retention requirement
that General Molors places on their original equipment suppliers. The
technology is in place and avallable to all with no product risk. It can
ba readly implamented with mamufacturing and cost adjustimants.

The GM standard should be reviewsd and it should be determined if it is
rigorous enough to push inflation retantion technology into the future.
The standard should have an upgrade targel after 3 yaars so as to give
manufacturers and othars the opportunity to develop additional
technologies to address the “ire of the future™ which will probably be
smaller (faster inflation pressurs loss) and oparate at higher pressures
{faster infiation pressure loss).

The Commission should includa in it's tre inflalion maintenance
objectives, opportunities that axist at tha dealer aftar markeat leval

that can further reduce the endemic of under inflated tres, TPMS
systems, as they are now mandated, will exacerbate the under
inflation/rolling resistance problem. Molorists will fesl that no

inflation maintenance is necessary untll the system triggers (at the tire
damaging 20% to 25% under inflation). High purity dry nitrogen
inflation {>85%) offers technically proven opportunities. The commission
can develop economic mechanisms to acoelerate this developing tire
sarvices infrastructure. (Google "Herzich Nitrogen® for more Information))

The Commission should be very careful not to intrude on many aspacts of
tire materials, design and manufacture that can influence tire

relablity and safety. The tread compound, which ks a major contribulor
to the tires rolling resistance characteristics, requires major product
development effort and impacts many competing tire parformance safety
issues, Tire manufacture is a complex mix of art and sclence and does
not lend itself to “imvention by edict”,
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