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Dear Mr. Gekas: 

The Utility Reform Network (TURN), representing residential and small 

commercial utility ratepayers, welcomes this opportunity to present public 

comments to the California Energy Commission regarding the 45-day language 

of the proposed 2008 Building Energy Efficiency Standards. Our comments at 

this point are focused on the requirement for Programmable Communicating 

Thermostats ( m s )  in 5112 c. 

A. The "Project" Is Not Accurately Defined 

The benefits of the components of Title 24 standards, taken in their 

entirety, need to outweigh the costs.' In the case of PCTs, the supporting 

documents discuss the costs of PCTs and their installation, but the cost of the 

Public Resources Code §25402(a). 
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communications component of the PCT is not included.2 This analysis is 

therefore deficient because it omits the cost of an element that is required in 

order top obtain the benefit, e.g. capacity and energy  saving^.^ At a minimum 

the cost analysis should include an allowance for the least expensive type of 

communications technology that would accomplish this result. 

B. Because the Project is Incompletely Defined, the Analysis is Piecemeal 

An EIR requires a complete project analysis, not a piecemeal approach. 

The negative declaration of impacts must be based on a complete definition of 

the "project." 

C. Because the Project is Incompletely Defined, the Benefits of PCIS are 
Double Counted in the AMI Analyses Submitted by Investor-Owned 
Utilities to the Public Utilities Commission 

Communications with PCTs will be implemented by each utility 

according to its own chosen technology. Southern California Edison 

contemplates activating the Title 24 PCTs (as well as those purchased voluntarily 

in addition to Title 24) via a home area network (HAN) technology that will be 

possible after installation of its Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI). AM1 

rollout is a project that is currently being evaluated at the California Public 

Utilities Commission in A.07-07-026. As part of the benefit of the AM1 project 

See, for example, Southern California Edison and Public Interest Energy Research (PIER), "Draft 
Report Demand Responsive Conbol of Air Conditioning via Programmable Communicating 
Thermostats (PCTs), February 14,2006, p. 11. 

"bid., p. 21-24. 
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