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From: California Energy Commission-James W. Reede, Jr., Ed.D 
1616 Ninthstreet Project Manager 
Sacnmonto, CA 968144612 

subject: PANOCHE ENERGY CENTER PROJECT (06-AFC-5) PMPD COMMENTS 

Below is staffs response to the Applicant's Comments on the PMPD for the proposed 
Panoche Energy Center (PEC) project. 

CULTURAL RESOURCES 
Staff has had further internal discussions and determined that to alleviate confusion for the 
purposes of the Cultural Resources Conditions of Certification, the term 'ground 
disturbances," includes 'preconstruction site mobilization"; 'construction ground 
disturbance"; and 'construction grading, boring and trenching," as defined in the General 
Conditions for this project. Staff believes that this substitution of term addresses the 
Committee's concerns regardingtiming issues for the affected Cultural Resources 
Conditions of Certification. 

NOISE 
Applicant Comment: Because no pile driving will be used, construction noise at ML2 will 
not be significantly loud. 

Staffs Response: Staff agrees that ML2 can be moved prior to startup versus the start of 
construction, because: 

Noise from conventional construction (-89 dBA Leq at 50 feet) is generally quieter 
than noise from pile drivers (-100 dBA Leq at 50 feet) by about 10decibels; 
Construction noise will be temporary and work will occur during daflme; 
Noise data from which the above estimates were derived are about 30 years old 
(the equipment used now are quieter); and 
If the noise still proves to be intrusive enough to launch a complaint, Condition 
NOISE-2 will provide protection through the noise complaint process described 
therein. 
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TRANSMISSION SYSTEM ENGINEERING 
Applicant Comment: Changes were requested to TSE-3 relating to which revision of 
California Building Code (CBC) should be used. 

Staffs Response: The 2007 California Building Standards Code will be in effect on 
January 1, 2008. Therefore, staff believes the applicable edition of the California Building 
Code is the 2007 edition and has revised the following condition accordingly. The specific 
requirements described in the following referenced sections of the 2007 edition are much 
the same as the specific requirements in the following referenced sections of the 2001 
edition. The specific language as described in this condition is the staffs interpretation of 
the CBC requirements and should remain intact. 

TSE-3 If any discrepancy in design andlor construction is discovered in any engineering 
work that has undergone CBO design review and approval, the project owner 
shall document the discrepancy and recommend corrective action. (XW 2007 
California Building Code], Appendix Chapter 1, SectiorHQ84, 109.6, Approval 
Required; Chapter 17, Section 47044, 1704.1.2 Report requirement Qkdk-ad 

-1. The discrepancy 
documentation shall become a controlled document and shall be submitted to 
the CBO for review and approval and shall reference this condition of 
certification. 

Panoche Proof of Service List 
Mal List: 7207, 7208, 7209 






