
CENTER for B IOLOGICAL D I V E R S I T Y  Because life i s  good. 

November 30,2007 

George R. Meckfkssel 
Planning and Environmental Coordinator 
Needles Field Office, 
1303 South U.S. Highway 95 
Needles, California, 923634228 
Fax: (760) 3267099 
690@ca.blm.gov 
George-Meckfessel@ca.blm.gov 

Attn: Ivanpah SEGS 

Dear Mr. Meckfessel, 

Please accept the following comments on the Notice of Intent ("Nor') to prepare an 
Environmental Impact StatementEinal Staff Assessment (EISFSA) in compliance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended, and the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), on the impacts of the Ivanpah Solar Electric Generating 
System ("Ivanpah SEGS") on behalf of the Center for Biological Diversity (the "Center"). This 
project is proposed by the Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management ("BLM'), 
together with the California Energy Commission ("CEC"). 

The Center is a non-profit environmental organization dedicated to the protection of native 
species and their habitats through science, policy, and environmental law. The Center has over 
40,000 members throughout California and the western United States, including within the 
vicinity of the project. 

The development of renewable energy is a critical component of efforts to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, avoid the worst consequences of global warming, and to assist California in meeting 
emission reductions set by AB 32 and Executive Order S-03-05. The Center strongly supports 
the development of renewable energy production, and the generation of electricity h m  solar 
power, in particular. However, like any project, proposed solar power projects should be 
thoughtfully planned to minimize impacts to the environment. In particular, renewable energy 
projects should avoid impacts to sensitive species and habitat, and should be sited in proximity to 
the areas of electricity end-use in order to reduce the need for extensive new transmission 
corridors and the efficiency loss associated with extended energy transmission. Only by 
maintaining the highest environmental standards with regard to local impacts, and effects on 
species and habitat, can renewable energy production be truly sustainable. 
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The Ivanpah SEGS is proposed to consist of three concentrating solar powered steam/electricity 
generating plants and related facilities, and a proposed land use plan amendment to the 1980 
California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA) Plan, as amended. 

Currently the proposed site is relatively devoid of human disturbance except for a few dirt roads 
and the existing Southem California Edison (SCE) transmission lines and associated structures. 

The Energy Production and Utility Corridors section of the California Desert Conservation Area 
P1.m (1980) as amended requires that the following resource issues be addressed: 

1) Consistency with the Desert Plan, including designated and proposed planning corridors; 
2) Protection of air quality; 
3) Impact on adjacent wilderness and sensitive resources; 
4) Visual quality; 
5) Cooling-water source(s); 
6) Waste disposal; 
7) Seismic hazards; and 
8) Regional equity. 

Additionally, a number of other resources are of concem to us and need to be addressed in detail 
k follow below: 

Biological Resources 

listed a; endangered. SDedes whose continued exlstena, In California Is i m a r d i i .  1 

A number of rare resources are known to occur on the site, including 

CT State listed as threatened. Sp&s that although not ptasedy threatened in ~ a i b m l a  with extincllon are L 4 to temm .l*naereci in the f o ~ a b l e  future. 
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State/Federal/Other Status 
dd4.2 

dd2.2 
nhd2.2 

Common Name 
Clark Mountain agave 

Desert pincushion 
Viviparous foxtail cactus 

Scientifc Name 
Agave utahensis var. 
nevadensis 
Coryphantha chbfantha 
Coryphantha vivipam var. 










