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DRAFT 

INTRODUCTION 
California's two operating nuclear power plants, Diablo Canyon and the San Onofre 
Nuclear Generating Station (SONGS), contribute a significant portion of California's 
electricity supply.' However, these plants also pose risks to the state. Much of the 
risk arises because the plants are located in seismically active zones along 
California's central and southern coast and they generate spent nuclear fuel. The 
spent fuel is currently stored at the plant sites since the development of a federal 
waste disposal repository has been delayed. 

California Assembly Bill 1632 (Blakeslee, Chapter 722, Statutes of 2006; Public 
Resources Code (PRC) 25303) directs the Energy Commission to compile and 
assess existing scientific studies (from experts in the subject areas) to determine the 
potential vulnerabilities of SONGS and Diablo Canyon to a major disruption due to a 
major seismic event or plant aging. AB 1632 also directs the Energy Commission to 
assess the impacts of such a disruption, to assess the costs and impacts from 
nuclear waste accumulating at these plants, and to evaluate other major issues 
related to the future role of these plants in the state's energy portfolio. 

This document lays out for public review and comment an overall Study Plan for the 
Nuclear Power Plant Assessment required under AB 1632. The Study Plan details 
the topic areas to be covered, the scope of assessment for each topic, scientific 
studies to be reviewed, and a schedule for completing major components of the 
overall assessment. 

1 The Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station in Arizona, which is partially owned by several 
California utilities, also supplies nuclear power to the state. 
































