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I DOCKET 1 

Dear InterestedParty: 

The WesternArea Power Administration(Westem)has been participating with the California 
Energy Commission (EnergyCommission) on thepreparation of the Final Staff Assessment for 
the Colusa Generating Station Application for Certification (06-AFC-9). Westem, a power 
marketing administrationwithin theU.S. Dqwbnent of Energy (DOE) has no relationship with 
the proposed Colusa Generating Station However, transmission system &diesc o n d d  as 
part of theEnergy Commission process have identified theShasta-Flanagau-Keswick 230-kV 
Transmission Lineas one of Western's t 'on line upgdes necessary to deliver the full 
electricaloutput from thepposod gmerating stationto market ThisWestern line is the Shasta-
Flanagan-Keswick 230-kilovolt (kV) TransmissionLine,located qproximately 90 miles north 
of the proposed site for the Colusa GeneratingStation 

TheFinal StaEAssessment includssan analysisof "downstFsam impsx3s," or xmsombly 
foreseeable actions that could result from theconsbudionof theproposed project. Thisanalysis, 
found in Appendix A of theFinal Staff Assessment, describes the Shasta-Fl--Keswick 
230-kV T d s s i o n  Line Reconductor Project andassemsthepotential en-tal 
impactsof recodtctohg this line. RepL8C'hgtheconductor would increasethe line's capacity, 
removing an identified tmmmkionconstraint between theproposed generatingstation and the 
anticipated market. Westem pvicbd bacLgFwnd information for this impact anal& r o v i d  
theanalysis, and pvided commats totheEnergy C o d n  staffthat have beap 
i n c o r p o d  into the analysis. With this letter, Western is announcing its use of Appendix A of 
the Cammission's Final StafEAssessnsntas its Draft EnvironmentalAssessmat @raft 
EA) for pre-approval review to satisfy its obligationsunder theNational E n v i r o d  Policy 
Act (NEPA). Council on E n d t a l  Quality NEPA ngulations (40 CFR 1500-1508)and 
DOE NEPA re&ations (10 CFR 1021)encourage elimination of duplication by jointly 
Iwepanhgenvironmatal documentsor combining with otherenvironmentaldocunmtation 

The singlecircuit230-kV Shasta-Fhagan-KtSWick line is lacatad in an existing, cleared and 
maintainedright-of-way sharedwith two other transrmssl . . 'on lines. It uses lattice steel structures, 
accessedby an existing, mmtamdaccessroadnetwork. In briet Westera's action would be to 
move thsexisting town from itsaxisting 8 . 7 5 4 0  long linq and rsplacethanwith new 
technology comhw301~capable of greater capacity. Because thenew conductom would be lighter 
in weight than the existing condwtm, no modificationstotheexisting shwtum would be 
nocassary. The work would be considereda maintenace activity, and not new constmclion. 

The EnergyCommission has conducted a public process, including a hearing and public 
workshops during the pnparationof its Final StaffAssemmat. Comments received, including 



any on Appendix A, have been incorporated in the Final StdT Assessment. In using Appendix A 
as its Draft EA, Western is using the Energy Commission's circulation of the Final Staff 
Assessment as a means of distributing its Draft EA for public comment. We invite your review 
of, and comment on, Appendix A as a NEPA document addressing Western's proposed 
Reconductor Project. Comments on the Draft EA (Appendix A) should be sent to: 

Mr. Stephen Tuggle, 
Natural Resources Manager 
Sierra Nevada Regional Office, N1400 
Western Area Power Administration 
1 14 Parkshore Drive 
Folsom, CA 95630-4710 

Comments can also be lrammitted to Mr. Tuggle by email to or by fkx to 
(91 6) 985-1 93 5. All comments provided to the Energy Commission relevant to Appendix A will 
also be considered by Western as comments on the Draft EA. The Energy Commission will host 
a! least two public hearings before rendering a Final Decision. Since it is not pmently known 
what date the Energy Commission will set for the end of their comment period, Western will use 
the Energy Commission's end date for the close of the comment period on the Presiding 
Member's Proposed Decision as the close of the comment period on the Dr& WApjmdk A. 

Upon conclusion of the public review period for the Presiding Member's Proposed Decision, 
Western's process will separate h r n  the Energy Commission's pnx;ess. Western's Final EA 
will be issued after the Energy Commission's F i  Decision. This will allow Western to 
incorporate responses to commonts from the public and interested parties, and any applicable 
Conditions of Certification that may be added by the Eaffgy Commission in their Final Decision. 
Based on the Final EA, Western will determine if the potential impacts of the proposed 
reconductoring of the Shasta-Flanagan-Keswick warrant the preparation of an Environmental 
Impact Statement. If no i-ed impacts are found to be signifcant, or would be reduced to a 
less-than-significant level with mitigation, Western may issue a Finding of No Significant 
Impact. 

If you should have any questions regarding the Shasta-Hansgrm-Keswick Reconductor Projest, 
or about our NEPA process with regard to this Project, please contact Mr. Tuggle a! the above 
email address or at (91 6) 353-4549. 

Regional Manager 


