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Notice of Commission Workshop on the A6 1632 
Nuclear Power Plant Assessment 

The California Energy Commission (Energy Commission) will conduct a public 
workshop to review the draft study plan for the Nuclear Power Plant Assessment 
required by Assembly Bill 1632 (Chapter 722, Statutes of 2006). A6 1632 requires the 
Energy Commission to complete an assessment, using existing scientific studies, of the 
vulnerabilities of these plants to a major disruption due to a seismic event or plant 
aging, to assess the potential impacts of such a disruption and the costs and impacts 
from nuclear waste accumulating at the state's operating nuclear plants, and to evaluate 
other key policy and planning issues regarding the future role of California's existing 
nuclear plants in the state's energy portfolio. Public input provided at the workshop or in 
writing will be considered in finalizing the study plan for the AB 1632 Assessment. 

The workshop will be held on: 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12,2007 
9:00 a.m. 


CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 

151 6 Ninth Street 


First Floor, Hearing Room A 

Sacramento, California 
(Wheelchair Accessible) 

Audio from this hearing will be broadcast over the Internet. 
For details, please go to: www.eneruv.ca.aov/webcast/ 

To arrange for a call in order to participate in the meeting, 

please call (888) 889-1957 by 9:00 a.m. 


Passcode: [AB 16321 Call Leader: [Barbara Byron] 




Purpose 
California's two operating nuclear power plants, Diablo Canyon and the San Onofre 
Nuclear Generating Station (SONGS), contribute a significant portion of California's 
electricity supply. These plants are located in seismically active zones along California's 
central and southern coast. In addition, they generate spent nuclear fuel, which will be 
stored at the plants indefinitely until the federal government develops a permanent 
means for nuclear waste disposal. 

A6 1632 directs the Energy Commission to complete an assessment, based on existing 
scientific studies, of the vulnerabilities of these plants to a major electrical supply 
disruption caused by a major seismic event or plant aging, the potential impacts of such 
a disruption, the costs and impacts from waste accumulating at these plants, and other 
major issues related to the future role of these plants in the state's electricity supply 
system. 

The draft study plan for the A6 1632 Assessment will be posted on the Energy 
Commission's website [htt~://www.ener~v.ca.~ov/abl632/ ] and presented at the 
workshop. 

Background 
Since the 1970s, the debate over the future of nuclear power in California has focused 
on concerns about the disposal of high-level nuclear wastes (spent fuel) generated by 
nuclear power plants, seismic issues, safety and security risks, economic costs, and 
environmental impacts. The California Legislature enacted laws in 1976 requiring 
operational and approved high-level nuclear waste disposal and fuel reprocessing 
options before construction of additional nuclear plants could occur in Califomia. The 
Energy Commission was charged with evaluating those options and ultimately 
concluded that no operational and approved federal waste disposal or fuel reprocessing 
options existed. This finding was reaffirmed in 2005 and in 2007 in the Energy 
Commission's Integrated Energy Policy Reports. 

Califomia utilities are responsible for the safe storage of spent fuel from the operating 
nuclear plants until the federal government builds a permanent national repository for 
the disposal of highly radioactive wastes. In addition, Califomia consumers have paid, 
since enactment of the federal Nuclear Waste Policy Act as amended in 1987, over $1.4 
billion to support federal efforts to develop a program for the permanent disposal of 
spent nuclear fuel. Because of continued delays in the federal program for developing a 
national waste repository at Yucca Mountain, spent fuel must be retained indefinitely at 
nuclear power plant sites. Since California reactors are unable to transfer spent fuel 
offsite, the utilities are reconfiguring their onsite spent fuel storage pools and building 
onsite dry storage casks. This imposes costs and potential risks on California 
ratepayers. 






