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October 30,2007 

Federal Communications Commission 
1270 Fairfield Road 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 17325 

Re: 	 Blythe Municipal Airport Unicom (FCC Registration No. 0006850424; Call 
Sign WQDX395; File No. 0002346130) 

To whom it may concern: 

Our firm serves as special counsel for the City of Blythe ("City"), which 
operates the Blythe Municipal Airport ("Airport"). This letter is a follow-up to my 
recent e-mail exchange and phone conversations with FCC personnel related to the 
unicom at the Airport. 

As a brief background, on October 19, I submitted an online.help request 
(Case ID HD 0000000891553) to the FCC Wireless Telecommunications Bureau. 
That request asked for guidance on the process for a local government entity to 
modify or rescind its certification of support for a nongovernmental organization to 
operate a unicom at an uncontrolled airport. On October 23, I received the following 
e-mail response ftom Agent 3820: 

"Once the license is granted to the NGO, we will not take action 
against that licensee unless it can be sufficiently demonstrated that the 
NGO is not meeting their obligations as the Unicom operator as 
described in 87.213. We?ve (sic) made no provisions for the local 
government to simply rescind their support." 

On October 24, I called the ULS Customer Support Hotline to obtain additional 
information and, ultimately, was instructed to submit a written inquiry to the FCC's 
Gettysburg address. 

This matter concerns the City's on-going efforts to have important safety 
information transmitted to aircraft operators. There is a power plant approximately 
one mile east of the Airport, and the California Energy Commission ("CEC") has 
mandated that arriving pilots be notified to avoid low altitude direct over-flights. 
However, the unicom operator at the Airport, Floyd P. Wolfe, has repeatedly rehsed 
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(and continues to refuse) to broadcast this advisory unless he receives significant 
compensation from the power plant operator. Consequently, in October 2006, the 
City purchased and installed a "Super AWOS" at the Airport to broadcast the 
advisory. The City ceased operating that device last March, though, in response to an 
FCC Enforcement Bureau warning letter stating that Mr. Wolfe has the only unicom 
station that can be authorized for the Auport. Since that time, the CEC has sent the 
City multiple letters calling for reactivation of the Super AWOS as soon as possible. 
Copies of the Enforcement Bureau and CEC correspondence are enclosed for your 
review. 

By this letter, the City requests a formal FCC opinion on whether there is a 
process to compel Mr. Wolfe to broadcast the safety advisory without compensation 
as a condition of his unicom station license. Mr. Wolfe holds that license only 
because the City gave its authorization pursuant Section 87.215(c) of Title 47 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations, and he is obligated by Section 87.213(b)(l) to limit his 
unicom transmissions to "the necessities of safe and expeditious operation of 
aircraft." In my opinion, this obligation includes the duty to transmit important safety 
information to pilots. It is hard to imagine a more egregious breach of that duty. 

Mr. Wolfe's license is scheduled to expire on December 20, 2014. The City is 
not seeking to have the license revoked at this time. However, the City would like the 
license modified to include a condition requiring Mr. Wolfe to transmit an advisory 
about the power plant in the Airport's vicinity. Surely the FCC will not allow the 
safety of pilots and the general public to be compromised while a unicom station 
licensee attempts to profit from his federally-created monopoly status. 

If you need any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Very truly yours, 

Terence Boga 

Enclosures 
cc: Charles Hull, Assistant City Manager, City of Blythe 

Dale Edwards, Compliance Program Manager, California Energy Commission 
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