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RE: HUMBOLDT BAY REPOWERING PROJECT - DATA REQUESTS #S 86 - 105 

Dear Mr. Lamberg: 

Pursuant to Title 20, California Code of Regulations, Section 1716, the California Energy 
Commission staff seeks the information specified in the enclosed data requests. The information 
requested is necessary to: 1) more fully understand the project, 2) assess whether the facility 
will be constructed and operated in compliance with applicable regulations, 3) assess whether 
the project will result in significant environmental impacts, 4) assess whether the facilities will be 
constructed and operated in a safe, efficient and reliable manner, and 5) assess potential 
mitigation measures. 

This set of data requests (#s 86 - 105) is being made in the areas of Air Quality (#s 86 - loo), 
Cultural Resources (#s 101 - 103) and Visual Resources (#s 104 - 105). Written responses to 
the enclosed data requests are due to the Energy Commission staff on or before December 5, 
2007, or at such later date as may be mutually agreeable. 

The Air Quality portion of this data request is in response to PG&E1s proposal dated September 
28, 2007 for modifying the Humboldt Bay Repowering Project Application for Certification (AFC) 
to increase the exhaust stack height from 75 to 100 feet for the reciprocating engine-generator 
sets. The proposal included the filing of associated revisions or clarifications to sections of the 
AFC including Air Quality, Land Use, Noise, Public Health and Visual Resources. The Cultural 
and Visual Resources portions of this data request are a result of new staff members recently 
being assigned to the project and requiring some additional information or clarification in these 
technical areas. 

If you are unable to provide the information requested, need additional time, or object to 
providing the requested information, please send a written notice to both the Committee and me 
within 20 days of receipt of this notice. The notification must contain the reasons for not 
providing the information, the need for additional time, and the grounds for any objections (see 
Title 20, California Code of Regulations, Section 1716 (0). 

If you have any questions, please call me at (916) 654-4679 or email me at 
jkessler@enerqv.state.ca.us. 

C/John S. Kessler 
Project Manager 

Enclosure 
cc: 	 Docket (06-AFC-7) 
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Technical Area: Air Quality 
Authors: Brewster Birdsall 

BACKGROUND 

Emergency Use 
Staffs Issues Identification Report of November 30,2006 identified Fuel Supply and 
Emission Limits as an issue involving potential impacts that could be difficult to mitigate. 
In September 2007, the Project Description was revised to specify that the Wartsila 
engines would operate up to 50 hours per year for testing and maintenance in a diesel- 
firing mode and only for periods of 24 hours or less during an "emergency." On October 
24, 2007, the North Coast Unified Air Quality Management District (NCUAQMD) issued 
a Preliminary Determination of Compliance (PDOC) that would allow 100 hours per year 
per erlgine in diesel mode, regardless of circumstance. Because PG&E's Air Quality 
analysis filed on September 28, 2007 did not address operating HBRP in diesel mode 
for up to 1,000 engine-hours per year, staffs analysis will need to reflect the increased 
level of diesel mode operation. 

The applicant defines "emergency" (AFC Revision p.8.1-76) as any time when the 
natural gas supply is curtailed. The NCUAQMD definition of "emergency" in the PDOC 
does not include natural gas curtailments. Staff continues to be concerned that natural 
gas curtailments during cold winter periods or forced operation for reliability 
requirements could lead to HBRP operating in diesel mode for more than 50 hours per 
year. A higher level of diesel use would cause impacts beyond those anticipated by the 
applicant. 

Because HBRP is subject to natural gas curtailment by PG&E8s California Public 
Utilities Commission (CPUC) Gas Tariff Rule 14 (AFC Section 2.7.3) the applicant's 
definition of "emergency" does not follow that of the Airborne Toxic Control Measure for 
Stationary Compression Ignition Engines. Section 931 15(d)(25), title 17, California 
Code of Regulations (CCR) that defines "emergency use" as: ". . . providing electrical 
power or mechanical work during any of the following events and subject to the 
following conditions: (A) the failure or loss of all or part of normal electrical power 
service or normal natural gas supply to the facility: 1. which is caused by any reason 
other than the enforcement of a contractual obligation the owner or operator has with a 
third party or any other party; and 2. which is demonstrated by the owner or operator to 
the district APCO's (Air Pollution Control Officer's) satisfaction to have been beyond the 
reasonable control of the owner or operator; . . . " As such, PG&E's obligation to 
provide power during a curtailment may not qualify as an "emergency." 

DATA REQUEST 

86. Please describe the basis for the definition of "emergency" (p.8.1-76) and whether 
this definition is derived from the guidance, regulations, precedent, or policy of any 
air quality management agency, the California Public Utilities Commission, or the 
California Independent System Operator. 

87. Please identify whether the operations of Humboldt Bay Power Plant Unit 2 (HB2) on 
fuel oil during August and September 1-28, 2006 (shown on AFC Revision Table 
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