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Comments of the California Center for Sustainable Energy on 

Guidelines for California's Solar Electric Incentive Programs 

On October 4,2007, the California Energy Commission's (CEC's)Renewables 

Committee conducted a workshop to receive comments on the Energy Commission 

draft staff report, Guidelinesfor California's Solar Electric Incentive Programs Pursuant to 

Senate Bill 1 (Draft Report). At the request of workshop participants, CommissionerJohn 

L. Geesman graciouslyextended the deadline for written commentsto October 15,2007. 

The California Center for SustainableEnergy (CCSE),formerly known as the San Diego 

Regional Energy Office (SDREO),appreciates the diligence and hard work of CEC Staff 

in establishing eligibility criteria, conditions for incentives, and equipment rating 

standards for all rate-payer-funded solar energy system programs in California. CCSE is 

pleased to provide post-workshop Comments on Guidelinesfor California's Solar Electric 

Incentive Programs pertaining to the following issues: 

Energy Efficiency Requirements 

Simplificationof Processes and Reduction of Requirements 

Lack of Inspection Protocol for PBI Systems 

Definition of "Solar System" 

EPBI and EPBB Calculators 

Rates and NEM Will Drive Program Success 

Shading 



CCSE Comments Docket No. 07-58-1 

Energy Efficiency Requirements 

CCSE views energy efficiency (EE) as an integral part of the formula to promote 

long-term sustainable energy. Our mission statement includes the aim to facilitate the 

adoption of energy efficient technologies and practices. We fully support its priority in 

the state's Loading Order as well as the inclusion of EE goals in SB1. Furthermore, we 

view both EE and solar programs as market transformation initiatives, and believe that 

these programs are fundamental for overcoming market failures and bamers. 

As an implementer of many EE programs over the years, we have learned that to 

be successful, these programs often require focused, tailored approaches aimed at the 

particular market sectors in question. For example, larger customers, i.e., military, 

school districts, and local governments, often require years of education and multiple, 

complementary efforts before these customers are ready to participate in EE programs. 

A tailored, opportunistic and facilitated approach often finally succeeds in convincing 

these customers to make the implementation decision. With the addition of EE goals in 

SBl, we run the risk of requiring that the program overcome not only the bamers to 

solar, but also those attached to EE implementation. We echo the concerns expressed by 

other parties at the workshop that we need to take care to not allow these requirements 

to hinder the solar energy system adoption goals of SB 1. 

The addition of EE goals under SB1 creates a need for the California Solar 

Initiative (CSI) Program Administrators (PAS) to administer a tailored, customized EE 

program in parallel and tightly coordinated with the CSI. As the only non-utility PA for 

the CSI, we realize this puts us in a unique situation. We envision that this program will 

be administered in parallel with the CSI, by staff specialized in EE technologies and 

utilizing funding specifically dedicated to EE programs. CCSE proposes a direct carve- 

out or partnership program within the region's EE portfolio, dedicated to CSI EE 

requirements compliance and technical support. We respectfully request that the CEC 

and the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) work together in planning for 

the 2009-2011 EE program cycle to provide the necessary conditions for optimal 
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