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I. Introduction 

SCE appreciates the opportunity to provide the following comments on the California 

Energy Commission's (CEC) workshop held on October 4,2007 to discuss the CEC Draft Staff 

Report, "Guidelines for California's Solar Electric Incentive Programs Pursuant to Senate Bill 1" 

(Draft Guidelines). SCE respectfully submits the following comments on the Draft Guidelines 

and the workshop. 

As the CEC notes, Senate Bill 1 (SB 1) adds sections to the Public Resource Code that 

require building projects applying for ratepayer-funded incentives for photovoltaic (PV) systems 

to meet minimum energy eficiency levels, and PV system components and installations to meet 

rating standards and specific performance requirements. SCE supports these legislative goals, as 

well as the CEC's efforts to ensure that, consistent with SB 1, the State's solar incentive 

programs will facilitate: 

k High-quality, solar energy systems with maximum system performance to 

promote the highest energy production per ratepayer dollar. 

k Optimal system performance during periods of peak demand. 

> Appropriate energy eficiency improvements in new and existing homes, and in 

commercial structures where solar energy systems are installed. 

To that end, SCE offers the following brief comments on the Draft Guidelines. 



II. The Energy Emciency Requirements in the Draft Guidelines Should be Adopted by the 
CEC. 

SCE supports the energy efficiency requirements in the Draft Guidelines and believes 

that these requirements are consistent with the benefits of integrating all customer energy 

management solutions - energy efficiency, demand response, and renewable energy - referenced 

in the loading order in California's Energy Action Plan. The CEC has attempted to strike a 

balance between establishing appropriate rules concerning energy efficiency improvements in 

structures where solar energy systems are installed, and reducing barriers to solar installation. 

SCE supports the CEC's recommendations as achieving the appropriate balance between these 

competing concerns. Although some workshop participants expressed concerns that energy 

efficiency requirements should not be prescriptive, and that customers may prefer to forgo cost- 

effective energy efficiency improvements, this was not the intent of SB 1. Rather, the legislature 

recognized that energy efficiency is key to management of the State's energy needs, and that the 

economics of a solar energy system are improved with the addition of cost-effective energy 

efficiency. 

SCE stands ready to assist the solar industry in complying with meaningful SB 1 energy 

efficiency requirements by providing audit, benchmarking and commissioning program services 

through our current and future energy efficiency program portfolios. SCE believes that there is a 

significant opportunity for the solar industry to partner with the energy efficiency industry, 

especially energy service companies, to implement comprehensive solutions for customers. 

SCE's energy efficiency programs can be an effective catalyst to bring these markets together. 

As SCE previously mentioned, the proposed energy efficiency requirements will result in 

additional administrative and implementation costs to both the CSI program and energy 

efficiency programs. SCE anticipates that these additional costs will be authorized by the 

California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) in current and future program budgets, and that 

all energy efficiency savings associated with implementation of CSI energy efficiency 

requirements are attributed to SCE's energy efficiency program goals. 










