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Soler Energy System Definftion (page 5 of propased guikolnes). |[RECD,_%T 0 4 @

Solar energy sysfems efjglble for financlal lncentives are those solar energy oevices that have the
prImary purpose of providing for the collection and distibution of sofar energy for t5e generation
of electiiclly. Salar energy Systems must yookxe 31 foast ane Kfowal! (AW), and not maore Han five
megawals, aematng curremt (AC) rated peak efectialy; accournting for al system fosses, and meetar
exveod the ety criteria ostablished i1 1hese guiblines.

Eligible solar feclinologies must primartly generafe efectriclly. The statutory delinition of “solar
energy systems” frc/udes other solar techrnolog/es sucl as solar thermal electc techinologies.
However, af O4s Bine, e Energy CammiSsian’s guilbines ackkess anly

sabr plotovoliake (PY) techinalogy. THhese guidelines will be revised in the fiture 1o incliuoke ober solar
Lcimologies wien aporouiae 1 ob sa Marmdacturers of movr-PY salar energy systems are divectod
work withr the Energly Cammission siai? o deline comparably riporous and Spmvooiate requirenents for
Sic/1 Systens. :

So/ar teclinologles et oo not primarily generate electric/ty, mciuding, bt not fnited fo solar
SYSIE/NIS WIKOSE IYETISIY PLOse 15 for waler Ieating, sofar space /estng and coaling, are ot e,




Rationale for modifying this proposed definition:

SB1 authorized incentives within the CSl for solar thermal systems:

SB1.Digest: The bill would authorize the PUC to award
monetary incentives for solar thermal and solar water heating devices, in a
total amount up to $100,800,000

SB1.Sec. 74-b: (b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), in implementing the California
Solar Initiative, the commission may authorize the award of monetary

incentives for solar thermal and solar water heating devices, in a total

amount up to one hundred million eight hundred thousand dollars

($100,800,000).

On June 1, 2007 SCE and PG&E jointly filed Advice letters 2130-E and 3060-E, respectively. The
California Solar Energy Industries Association (CALSEIA) filed a protest on these advice letters due to
concerns about certain criteria within the advice letters. Since then, the CPUC established a working
group to address those concerns and this group's work is nearly complete. We anticipate that revised
Advice Letters will be filed to make solar thermal system eligible for the CSI program before the end of
the year.

The proposed definition of solar energy system creates a conflict with this important activity and be
inconsistent with current law that authorizes solar thermal electric systems to be eligible for incentives.



I(we) respectfully request the definition be revised as follows:

Solar energy systems ellp/ble for financ/al incentives are those solar energy devices that have the
rimmeary puspose of provioing for the collection and distribution of so/ar energy for the generation
of electricly andior capable of offSetling efectric/ly usage. Solar energy systems must arookre at
foast ane Allowalt (kW] amd not move then e megawalls, afermseing current (AC) rafed pesk efecticlly;
accounng for al system osses, arxymeet or exceed the efigiiity criteria establisod in these guidkelnes.
Solar thermal electric technologies that are approved by the CPUC to participate in the CSI program are
eligible for CS| incentives.

Elfgible solar teclino/ogles must primarily generarte efectiiclly. The statutory oefinition of “sofar
energy systems” Includes other solar fec/inclogles such as solar thermal electric feclinologies.
However, at tis time, e Energy Commission’s gukllnes adbhess only solar potovolaie (PV)
echimology. These guitelines will be revised i the firture o fciok other solar feclrologies win
anooiate o ob so. Manacirers of nor-PV solar ene/gy systens are directod o work wmith the Energy
Cammissian stalf o oefine comparalbly riporous amnd aooroiste reQuEements fov such) syswems.




