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nergy Commission Authority 
Energy Commission permitting authority for: 

Thermal power plants 50 megawatts or greater 
Related facilities: 

- transmission lines 
- water supply systems 
- natural gas pipelines 
- waste disposal facilities 
- access roads 

Lead state agency under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
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Small Power Plant Exemption 

The Energy Commission may exempt thermal 
power plants from the certification process, if it 

the project is 100 megawatts or less 

the project has no substantial adverse impacts on 
the environment 

the project has no substantial impacts on energy 
resources 

Overview of SPPE Process 
The SPPE process is an exemption from the Commission's 
jurisdiction, not a permit or license to build the project. 

a The SPPE process consists of various phases which include: staff 
workshops, site visits and Committee hearings and conferences, all 
of which are noticed and open to the public. 

The Energy Commission staff will prepare an Initial Study and 
expects to prepare a Mitigated Negative Declaration. 

a Following hearings, the Commission will prepare a proposed 

a Final Decision is by the full Energy Commission. 

a If the exemption is approved, the applicant will apply for the 
appropriate permits from local, state and federal agencies. 

Local and state agencies will use the Energy Commission's CEQA 
document when issuing respective permits. 


















