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Below is a response to information requested in the September 5,2007 letter issued by 
the CEC. The responses to air quality data requests which were also requested in this 
CEC letter were docketed on September 14,2007 under a separate cover. 

(1) Documentation of the three party water transfer agreement between E&L 
Westcoast, County of Colusa and Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District 

The draft water agreement is attached. This draft agreement will be considered for 
approval before the Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District Board of Supervisors on September 
20,2007 and Colusa County Board of Supervisors on October 2, 2007. 

(2) 	Suggested mitigation measures as a result of further consultation between the 
Maxwell Fire Protection District and E&L Westcoast on issues related to the 
Colusa Generating Station project impacts to that fire protection district 

In response to concerns expressed by the Maxwell Fire Protection District ("MFPD), 
E&L Westcoast ("EBL") contacted several experts in the industry and were able to 
compile information on fires in plants similar in design to the Colusa Generating Station 
(;'CGSm). E&L examined the safety record of over 1,000 combustion turbines during the 
last two years, and found only two examples of fires in power plants where a fire 
department was dispatched to the scene. NO injuries resulted. There were only fourteen 
other fires that caused major damage. Major damage is defined as damage to the 
combustion turbine and other critical parts supplying fuel and lubrication. Of the 
fourteen major incidents, eleven used plant installed fire suppression systems to 
extinguish the flames. The two most common causes of fire in the combustion turbine 
were either electrical or hydraulic oil related. Other instances of fire include: lube oil 
leak fires, exhaust system fires, fuel fires, drain system fires and hydrogen fires. Recent 
design changes have eliminated causes of three of the sixteen major incidents. 
Additionally, the damage in three of the remaining major incidents was limited to the 
internal portion of the turbine housing. 

E&I. also spoke with a representative from General Electric, manufacturer of CGS's 
combustion turbines, and he mentioned that these units have one of the top safety records 
in the entire industry. The GE7FA turbine proposed for the CGS is widely regarded as 
the safest and most reliable combustion turbine on the market today. In all of the above 
cases of fires, no one was ever injured. 

E&L will use a reputable engineering film to design and construct the CGS. These 
facilities must adhere to strict building code regulations enforced from all levels of 
government. Power plants are designed using primarily non-flammable materials such as 



steel and concrete. In addition, state of the art extinguishing systems installed throughout 
the plant decrease the probability of a fire burning out of control. These systems are 
monitored twenty-four hours a day by highly skilled plant operators. Regular 
maintenance checks ensure the reliability of the extinguishing systems if needed. 

Based on the foregoing, E&L does not expect the CGS to have an adverse impact on the 
MFPD. Nevertheless, at the request of MFPD, E&L engaged the services of an expert 
chosen by MFPD to assess the potential impacts of the project on the MFPD. That 
expert, The McMullen Company, Inc., issued its report and recommendations on April 
11,2007. The report has been docketed. Recommendations made by The McMullen 
Company, and agreed to by E&L, include the following: 

Colusa Generating Station (CGS) provide for the cost of training MFPD 
firefighters on terrorism for first responders 

CGS provide for the cost of training fire responders to the level of Fire 
Responder Operational 

Obtain assurance from the County that appropriate fees derived from the CGS 
property taxes are appropriately disseminated to the MFPD 

Plans for fire apparatus access roads be submitted to the MFPD for review and 
approval 

Comply with specific fire safety measures during construction 

All plan review and onsite fire-related building and fire code inspections be 
conducted 

CGS and MFPD develop a Risk Management Plan 

CGS provide for the cost of training all MFPD first responders 

E&L has offered the MFPD a one time payment of $100,000 to implement the above 
recommendations or other measures the MFPD deems appropriate. 












































