
BEFORETHE ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSIONRESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENTF 

OF THE STATEOF CALIFORNIA 

INTHE MAITEROF: 

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATIONFOR THE 

PANOCHE CENTERENERGY 

NOTICESOF PREHEARING AND EVIDEN-I'IARYCONFERENCE HEARING 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Energy Commission's Panoche AFC Committee will 
conduct a PREHEARING CONFERENCE as follows: 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2,2007 

Beginning at 10:30 a.m. 


California Energy Commission 

1516 Ninth Street, Hearing Room A 


Sacramento, CA 95814 

Wheelchair Accessible 

TELECONFERENCE OPTION: For the convenience of individuals who cannot travel to 
Sacramento, the following toll free phone number will be available at 10:OO a.m. to allow 
callers to participate in the prehearing conference: 

Call: 1-800-369-1 122 

Passcode: Panoche 


Conference Leader: Paul Kramer 


This Prehearing Conference and the Evidentiary Hearing described below are open to 
the public; interested individuals and government agencies are encouraged to attend. 

Background 

The Panoche Energy Center is a nominal 400 MW peaking power plant, proposed to be 
constructed on a site approximately 12 miles southwest of the City of Mendota, 2 miles 
east of Interstate 5 and next to the existing Pacific Gas & Electric Panoche Substation in 
the unincorporated area of Fresno County. The site is currently a producing 
pomegranate orchard and is subject to a Williamson Act Contract. The project will 
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- permanently occupy 12.8 acres of a 128-acre parcel and temporarily occupy an 
additional 8 acres as a construction laydown area. 

The project consists of four General Electric LMSI 00 simple cycle natural-gas-fired 
turbines and associated equipment such as emission control systems necessary to 
meet the applicant's proposed emission limits. Nitrogen oxide (NOx) emissions will be 
controlled by ultra low NOx combustors in the turbines and selective catalytic reduction 
systems using aqueous ammonia. An oxidation catalyst will limit exhaust stack carbon 
monoxide (CO) emissions. 

An intercooler, which requires a source of cooling water and cooling towers, will be used 
to increase turbine efficiency. Two new groundwater wells will draw water from a 
brackish aquifer for the cooling towers and other uses. Potable water will be supplied 
by a bottled water service. Process wastewater will be disposed of via a deep well 
injection system. Sanitary wastes will be directed to a septic system and leach field. 

The project will connect to the existing PG&E Panoche Substation via a 300-foot 230- 
kilovolt transmission line. Natural gas to fuel the turbines will come from a 2,400-foot 
lateral pipeline connecting to a PG&E high-pressure gas trunk line located east of the 
electrical substation. 

The engineering and environmental details of the proposed project are contained in the 
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Application for Certification (AFC). Copies of the AFC are available on the Energy 
Commission's web site (link provided below), at the local public agencies that are 
involved in the review process and at the following libraries: Fresno County Library; 
San Diego Public Library; UCLA, University Research Library; California State Library; 
San Francisco Public Library; Firebaugh Branch Library; and, Mendota Branch Library. 

On September 14, 2007, the Commission Staff published its Final Staff Assessment 
containing its analysis of the project's environmental impacts and compliance with 
applicable laws and standards. 

Purpose of Prehearing Conference 

The Prehearing Conference is a public forum where the Committee will assess the 
parties' readiness for evidentiary hearings, identify areas of agreement or dispute, and 
discuss the remaining schedule and procedures necessary to conclude the application 
process. At the Prehearing Conference, all parties (Commission staff, Applicant, and 
Intervenors) will present their respective positions regarding: the substantive topic areas 
ready for evidentiary hearings; those that require further analysis, including the nature 
of, and timeframe for, any such analysis; the topic areas that have been resolved; and 
the topic areas that are disputed and require adjudication. The parties will also identify 
proposed witnesses, as well as the time required for direct testimony andlor cross- 
examination. 
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Local, state, and federal governmental agencies may participate as necessary. 














