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D E P A R T M E N TO F  C O N S E R V A T I O N  
DIVISION OF LAND RESOURCE PROTECTION 

$01 KSTREET MS la61 b SACRAMENTO. CALIFORNIA95814 

PHONli 916 13246856 FAX 9161 327.3430 TDD 916 / 324-2555 WEBSITE c~mseNotbn.ca.~ov 

September 7, 2007 

VIA FACSIMILE ($116) 654-4365 
Amanda Stennick 
California Energy C;ommission 
1516 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA 9.5814-5512 

Subject: Preliininary Staff Assessment for the Stawood Power 12roject; 
APN 1327-060-78s; Fresno County 

Dear Ms. Stennick 

The Department of Conservation's (Department) Division of Land Resource Protection 
(Division) has reviebved the Preliminary Staff Assessment (PSA) for the Starwood Power 
Project (Project). 1he Division monitors farmland conversionon a stat~zwidebasis and 
administers the Ca,iforniaLand Conservation (Williamson)Act and other agricultural land 

~- conservationprogkims. We offer the following comments and recommendations with 
respect to the project's impacts on agricultural land and resources. 

Proiect Descriptior! 

The project is desri~;lnedas a peaking facility to meet electrical generation loads during 
periods of high de~nand.The project site is located at 43627 West Fanoche Road in an 
unincorporated ar~!!aof western Fresno County {County). The projec:t would sit on a 
6.16-acre parcelwithin a 128-acreparcel (APN 027-060-78s). The 12ountyhas issued 
its Certificate of T~:.:~ntativeCancellationon the project site and expects to issue the 
Certificate of Partiill Cancellation of Agricultural Land Consewation Contract No. 367 
when and if the Erergy Commission licenses the project. The project site is currently 
being used as a st'orageyard for peaking unit equipment and contairls a housing unit for 
farm workers. Tht: project would be located in an area consisting bc'thof Prime 
Farmland {if irriga'lod) and large agricultural parcels that are under Vl/illiamson Act 
contracts. The PE8Anotes that there would be a significant impact tct agricultural 
resources, as the ~rojectwould convert approximately the project site's 6.16 acres of 
Prime Farmland tn non-agriculturaluses, 

.. 
i%e Departm~tnt of Consenafion'smission is ro proleer Cal~orniamand their t nvimnment by: 

Promcling lives and,>roper@fmm earthquakes and landslides; Ensuring safe mining and oil and gas drilling; 
Consewit g California'sfarmland; and Saving energy ond resources through recycling. 
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Mitigation Measure:! 

The lcss of agricultural lark represents a permanent reduction in the 3tate1s agricultural 
land resources. As such, the County will require the project owner to mitigate for the 
loss of the 6.16 acr13s of Prime Farmland at a one-to-one ratio (see LAND-1 Mitigation 
Measure). To furth::?r this mitigation effort, the Department recommer~ds the use of 
agricultural consen,iltion easements on land of at least equal quality and size as partial 
compensation for tl-e direct loss of agricultural land. Since Williarnsor~ Act contracted 
lands are involved, the Department recommends that this ratio of conservation 
easements to lost agricultural land be increased. Conservation easernents will protect a 
portion of those remaining land resources and lessen project impacts in accordance 
with CEQA Guideli~r~e 515370. The Department highlights this measure because of its 
acceptance and us{> by lead agencies as an appropriate mitigation ml?asure under 
CEQA and becausi! it follows an established rationale similar to that of wildlife habitat 
mitigation. 

Mitigarion via agrici~ltural conservation easements can be implementcad by at least two 
alternative approacrles: the outright purchase of easements or the donation of mitigation 
fees to a local, regil~nal or statewide organization or agency whose purpose includes 
the acquisition and stewardship of agricultural conservation easements. The 
conversion of agric~ltural land should be deemed an impact of at baed regional 
significance. Henc,? the search for replacement lands should be conducted regionally 
or starewide, and n:rt limited strictly to lands within the project's surrol~nding area. 

Other forms of miti{lation may be appropriate for this project, including: 

Protecting fe rmland in the project area or elsewhere in the County through the 
use of less illan permanent long-term restrictions on use such as 20-year 
Farmland Se:8surity Zone contracts (Government Code section 51296 et seq.) or 
10-year Willi:trnson Act contracts (Government Code section 51200 et seq.). 
Directing a r-litigation fee to invest in supporting the commercial viability of the 
remaining a{lricultural land in the project area, County or regioi through a 
mitigation bi;nk that invests in agricultural infrastructure, water supplies, 
marketing, E: LC. 

The Department al!io has available a listing of approximately 30 "con:;ervation toolsn 
that have been used to conserve or mitigate project impacts on agric~lltural land. This 
compilation report lnay be requested from the Division at the address or phone number 
below. General inlmnation about agricultural conservation easements, the Williamson 
Act, and provisions noted above is available on the Department's welwite, or by 
contacting the Divi;!;ion at the address and phone number listed below. The Division's 
website address is: 




