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Thank-you for the opportunity to comment on the Eliqibilitv Criteria and Conditions for 
Incentives for Solar Enerav Svstems Senate Bill 1 Staff Report. lnfinia Corporation, 
headquartered in Washington State and a manufacturer of a solar electric product. 
Infinia's 3 kWe solar electric product has been in prototype development and testing for 
over two years and will enter commercial production in 2008. It fully meets the definition 
of "solar energy system" in SBI. When introduced in 2008, Infinia's solar electric product 
will convert solar enerav into electricitv at sianificantlv hiaher efficiencv rates than anv PV 
product on the market today and offers the opportunity to significantly reduce the cost of 
solar electricity in California. 

Unfortunately, under the proposed Eligibility Criteria for Solar Energy Systems in the Staff 
Report, Infinia's solar electric product will NOT qualify for any incentives because it is not 
a PV product. 

Adoption of the Energy Commission's proposed Eligibility Criteria will limit consumer 
choice to only those products that use PV. This is clearly not good public policy because 
it artificially limits the number of potential solutions and solution providers available to the 
market. And it is not in compliance with SB1 requirements. 

In CPUC and CEC staff writings, in related public comments and in the popular 
vernacular, "PV is often used in a shorthand and inaccurate manner to mean "solar 
electric". Of course, on a formal and more accurate basis, "solar electric" is a much 
broader term than "PV because it includes products and solutions for converting solar 
energy into electricity that do not rely on a photovoltaic process. 

For the purposes of these comments, lnfinia uses the term "solar electric" to describe 
situations when solar energy is converted into electricity. lnfinia uses the term "solar 
thermal" to describe situations when solar energy heats a fluid (air, water, oil, etc.) and 
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that fluid is predominately used to displace natural gas or electricity usage. The lnfinia 
product is a solar electric system. 

SUMMARY OF INFlNlA COMMENTS: 

A. As proposed, the Elinibilitv Criteria and Conditions for Incentives for Solar 
Enerqy Svstems Staff Report is NOT in compliance with SBI. 

B. SB1 requires the Commission to establish eligibility criteria for all solar electric 
generating systems (PV and non-PV) under the original CSI program. 

C. The SB1 solar thermal and solar water heating program is an ADDITIONAL 
program for solar thermal systems that displace electricity usage. 

D. lnfinia respectfully requests that the Commission REVISE its eligibility criteria 
by aligning it with SBl's broader definition of "solar electric systems" - 
encompassing both solar thermal electric and PV systems. 
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