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SACRAMENTO MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT

The Power To Do More:"

I

i L

--

----PO. Box 15830, Sacratnento, CA 95852-1830; I-888-742-SMUD (7683)

August 22,2007
California Energy Commission
Dockets Office
Re: Docket No. 07-SB-1
1516 Ninth Street, MS-4
Sacramento, CA 95814-55 12
Comments on Senate Bill 1 Eligibility Requirements Staff Report

SUBJECT:

The Sacramento Municipal Utility District is pleased to submit the attached comments on Senate
Bill 1 Eligibility Requirements Staff Report (CEC-400-2007-14), dated August 2007.
The Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD) is the nation's sixth-largest communityowned electric utility, led by a seven-member elected Board of Directors. SMUD generates,
transmits and distributes electricity to almost 600,000 customers in a 900-square-mile service
area that includes Sacramento County and a small portion of Placer County. As a communityowned utility, SMUD's vision is to empower our customers with solutions and options that
increase energy efficiency, protect the environment, reduce global warming, and.lower the cost
to serve our regions.
SMUD commends the CEC staff for their efforts in crafting the subject staff report, and we look
forward to the participating in the eligibility requirements definition process underway.
Submitted By,

Jon Bertolino
Superintendent
Renewable Generation Assets
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SMUD Comments on Senate Bill 1 Eligibility Requirements Staff Report
The Sacramento Municipal Utility District is pleased to submit the following comments on
Senate Bill 1 Eligibility Requirements Staff Report (CEC-400-2007-14), dated August 2007.
The Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD) is the nation's sixth-largest communityowned electric utility, led by a seven-member elected Board of Directors. SMUD generates,
transmits and distributes electricity to almost 600,000 customers in a 900-square-mile service
area that includes Sacramento County and a small portion of Placer County. As a cornmunityowned utility, SMUD's vision is to empower our customers with solutions and options that
increase energy efficiency, protect the environment, reduce global warming, and lower the cost
to serve our regions.
SMIJD has a developed and implemented innovative energy programs that are known throughout
the state, nation, and world, and has continually set aggressive targets in the areas of energy
efficiency, renewable energy, and mitigation of greenhouse gases. These targets directly support
the state policy initiatives referenced in the Staff Report, including the Governor's Million Solar
Roofs Initiative, the Integrated Energy Policy Reports (IEPR), the Green Building Initiative, and
the Climate Action Initiative.
For example, SMUD recently adopted a policy in its resource planning that sets the very
ambitious goal of achieving on average 1.5% load reduction each year over the next 10 years
through investments in energy efficiency. SMUD also was the first California utility to have its
emissions certified by the Climate Action Registry. SMUD has also been highly successful in
combining energy efficiency with solar energy in the residential new construction market
through our Solarsmart program.
A key factor in SMUD's success in these endeavors is the ability to develop program structures,
product offerings, and incentive packages that meet the needs of our unique customer base,
market segments, and economic environment. Significant benefits have been achieved from the
ability to monitor programs in other states or utilities and incorporate lessons learned to make
our programs even better. The ability to innovate and/or make program changes at the local
level to better satisfy the needs of our customer base has been instrumental in keeping SMUD at
the forefront in these efforts.
SMUD commends the CEC staff for their efforts in crafting the Senate Bill 1 Eligibility
Requirements Staff Report. SMUD views many of the proposed criteria as positive steps in both
furthering the development of solar in California and supporting relevant state policy. It is
suggested, however, that greater flexibility in some areas that may produce long-term benefits
due to the still emerging nature of solar technologies, their supply chains, and overall market
acceptance.
A unifying sentiment lies behind our comments. SMUD feels it would be lamentable if public
policy were to pit energy efficiency and solar electricity against each other just at a time when
we are entering a new and expansive phase in the furtherance of these mutually beneficial
avenues to our energy future.
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