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On August 15, 2007, the Committee assigned to the above-captioned matter
released its Presiding Member's Proposed Decision (PMPD) on the Walnut
Creek Energy Park (WCEP), a 500 megawatt (MW) simple-cycle power plant
in the City of Industry, California. The Proposed Decision recommends
granting the Application for Certification with conditions that mitigate potential
environmental and community impacts.
Printed copies of the Presiding Member's Proposed Decision are available
from the Commission's Publications Unit. 1516 9'h street, MS-13
Sacramento, CA 95814. You may also telephone the Publications unit at
(916) 654-5200 and refer to Publication No. CEC-800-2007-002-PMPD. The
PMPD may also be viewed on the Commission's Internet Web Site at

The Committee will conduct a public hearing to receive comments on the
Presiding Member's Proposed Decision and to supplement the evidentiary
record on September 12, 2007, beginning at 2:00 p.m., at the Energy
Commission Headquarters, 1516 Ninth Street, Sacrmento, California.
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Publiccomment Period

The parties, public, and interested agencies are encouraged to make
comments on the PMPD. Oral comments may be made in person during the
public hearing on September 12, 2007, or by calling the toll-free number
below. Written comments can be submitted to the Energy Commission,
Docket Unit (05-AFC-2), 1516 - gth street, Sacramento. CA 95814. The
public comment period ends September 17.2007.
Whether made at the evidentiary hearing or submitted in writing, public
comments will be entered into the record of the proceeding and may be used to
supplement or explain the evidence in the record. Public comments by
themselves, however, are not sufficient to support a finding of fact or a decision
on an issue.
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Evidentiary Hearing Date & Place:

Wednesday, September 12,2007
Beginning at 2:00 p.m.
California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street, Hearing Room A
Sacramento, CA 95814

RECD.

As a convenience, parties and members of the public who cannot attend the
hearing in person may participate by calling the toll-free number for the
proceeding: 1-800-988-9679 (Passcode: 'Walnut Creek Leader: "Garret
Shean.")
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Evidentiary Hearing Purpose:

The purpose of the evidentiary hearing is to supplement the factual record upon
which this case will be decided through the taking of oral, written, or
documentary evidence from the official parties to the proceeding on the topics
identified by the Committee following the preparation of the Presiding Member's
Proposed Decision.
In the PMPD, the Committee stated that the evidence in our record shows
that the Applicant characterized the WCEP as a "3.500-hour project," but has
expressed its anticipation of possibly exceeding its currently proposed
operating scenario in response to electricity demand. Further, the Staff
predicts economic dispatch would likely induce project operation in excess of
that allowed by the current number of offsets.
Therefore, the Committee seeks confirmation through supplementary
testimony by the Staff and Applicant that the CEQA review submitted to our
record is sufficiently comprehensive to include operation of the project up to
the seasonal and annual capacity factors predicted by the Electricity Analysis
Office testimony. In addition, the Committee seeks information about the
regulatory mechanisms which would have to be employed by the Applicant
to allow for operation exceeding the proposed level.
The Staff's Final Staff Assessment and the Applicant's Application for
Certification do not discuss in sufficient depth for the purposes of the record
for the PMPD the use of geothermal energy as an alternative to the project.
The Committee directs that this information be provided through
supplemental testimony.
On August 3, 2007, the South Coast Air Quality Management District
adopted its Rule 1309.1 which affects the review of this project. Applicant
and/or Staff shall update the evidentiary record through supplemental
testimony the status of the project in light of the adoption of the Rule.
Any party may offer supplemental testimony to support comments on any
other relevant matter at the hearing.

Evidentiary HearingProcedures:

Witnesses may appear by declaration instead of in person if the topic is
uncontested. If a topic is contested, a witness must appear in person to
testify under oath and may be subject to cross-examination by other parties.
A party sponsoring an expert witness, either by declaration or in person,
shall establish the witness' qualifications.

Deadline for Filing and
Service of
Supplemental Written
Testimony:
September 10,2007

Prepared supplemental written testimony shall be filed and served on or
before Se~tember10. 2007. Rebuttal testimony, if any, shall be oral, and
thus not prepared in writing in advance of the Evidentiary Hearing.

