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Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the above-referenced Project. This 
comment letter is submitted by the Pechanga Band of Luiseiio Indians (hereinafter, "Pechanga 
Tribe"), a federally recognized Indian tribe and sovereign government. We request that all our 
comments, including this letter, be part of the record for the approval of this Project. 

i 

I RF,OUESTED NOTICE AND INVOLVEMENT PURSUANT TO CEOA 

The Pechanga Tribe is formally requesting, pursuant to Public Resources Code 521092.2, 
to be notified and involved in the entire environmental review and approval process for the 
duration of the above referenced project (the "Project"), including adding the Tribe to your 
distribution list(s) for public notices and public circulation of all documents pertaining to this 
Project. The Tribe further requests to be directly notified of all public hearings and scheduled 
approvals concerning this Project. Finally, the Tribe requests that it be furnished copies of all 
cultural resources and archaeological studies, reports and plans. 

THE LEAD AGENCY MUST INCLUDE INVOLVEMENT OF AND CONSULTATION 
WITH THE TRIBE IN ITS RIEVIEW PROCESS 

It has been the intent of the Federal ~overnment'and the State of california2 that Indian 
tribes be consulted with regard to issues which impact cultural and spiritual resources, as well as 

1 See Executive Memorandum of April 29, 1994 on Government-to-Government Relations with Native American 
Tribal Governmentsand Executive Order of November 6,2000 on Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribal 
Governments. 
2 See California Public Resource Code 55097.9 et seq. and Cal. Govt. Code 5s 65351,65352,65352.3and 65352.4 
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other governmental concerns. The responsibility to consult with Indian tribes stems from the 
unique government-to-govemment relationship between the United States and Indian tribes. 
This arises when tribal interests are affected by the actions of governmental agencies and 
departments such as approval of Specific Plans, Ems and various permitting and licensing 
actions. In this case, it is undisputed that the Project lies within the Pechanga Tribe's traditional 
territory as noted in the Cultural Resources report. Therefore, in order to comply with CEQA and 
other applicable Federal and California law, it is imperative that the CEC and Applicant consult 
with the Tribe in order to guarantee an adequate basis of knowledge for an appropriate 
evaluation of the Project effects, as we11 as generating adequate mitigation measures that take 
into account tribal interests. 

PECHANGA'S AFFILIATION WITH THE PROJECT AREA 

The Pechanga Tribe asserts that the Project area is part of the Pechanga Tribe's aboriginal 
territory, as evidenced by the existence of Luiseiio place names, rock art, pictographs, 
petroglyphs, and an extensive Luiseiio artifact record in the vicinity of the Project. It thus 
disagrees that this is a "shared" area. The Tribe further asserts that this culturally sensitive area 
is affiliated specifically with the Pechanga Band of Luiseno Indians because of the Tribe's 
specific cultural ties to this area. Pechanga considers any resources located on this Project 
property to be Pechanga cultural resources. 

The Pechanga Tribe's knowledge of our ancestral boundaries is based on reliable 
information passed down to us from our elders; published academic works in the areas of 
anthropology, history, and ethno-history; and through recorded ethnographic and linguistic 
accounts. There are many anthropologists and historians who have presented boundaries of 
LuiseAo traditional territory (Sparkman 1 908; Kroeber 1 925; White 1963; Harvey 1974; 
Oxendine 1983; Smith and Freers 1994), and such territory descriptions correspond almost 
identically with what was communicated to the Pechanga people by our elders. While historic 
accounts, anthropological and linguistic theories are important in determining traditional Luisefio 
territory; the Pechanga Tribe asserts that the most critical sources of information used to define 
our traditional territories are our songs, creation accounts, and oral traditions. 

For instance, placenames can describe traditional cultural properties, geographic features, 
"power" locations, or specific gathering areas. The nearest Luisefio placenarne recorded by J.P. 
Harrington on a mileage-specific roadtrip, was Huncialrno (hoon-awl-mow). The name means to 
go up to repeatedly and describes a large spring area two miles east of the Sun Valley APE. 
Incidentally, this spring-location is two miles west of the prolific painted maze rockart site 
known as CA-RIV 19. The Sun VaIley Project APE lies four miles from a traditional cultural 
area known as Sbovamay (sew-vah-my). This Sbovarnay-area is just south of the Double Buttes 
and parallels a seasonal gathering area now known as Salt Creek. Three miles north of this (east- 
to-west) valley is cluster of seven granitic boulders named Che'exayam Pum 'whppivu (che-hhah- 
yem poorn-om-pee-vuh). This Ancestral placename means: where they (the PIeiadesISeven 
Sisters) flew up to escape death and become stars. 
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