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Docket Optlcal System RE comments on‘_CECM 00k DOCKET
02-REN-1028
From: "Craig J. Carni" <craig@bluelinksolar.net> JUN 0 3 2005
To: "'Docket Optical System™ <docket@energy.state.ca.us> DATE J‘:j G ‘
Date:  6/6/2005 11:15 AM RECD.M “° &%

Subject: RE: comments on CEC guidebook

Please use the following:

Docket Number

From: Docket Optical System [mailto:docket@energy.state.ca.us]
Sent: Friday, June 03, 2005 4:09 PM

To: craig@bluelinksolar.net

Subject: RE mme ts

CEC : mdebook

This submltal cannot be docketed unt|I we have a docket number.

Dockets Staff
Siting / Dockets Unit
916-654-5076

>>> "Craig J. Carni" <craig@bluelinksolar. net> 06/03/05 3 23 PM >>>
Great job Charlie! 4 . ER ...
Cr

From: Charlie Langston [maulto charlle@solarmarket com]

Sent: Friday, June 03, 2005 1:17 PM

To: docket@energy.state.ca.us

Cc: 'Naoto Inoue'; craig@bluelinksolar.net; 'George Robson’; 'Colieen Haley Read’
Subject: comments on CEC guidebook

| would like to bring your attention to a change which would greatly increase the program’s ability to reach its
goal to "accelerate cost reduction and market acceptance through high volume production of emerging
renewable technologies” (quote from Bill Blackburn's 3/10/2005 presentation) Thanks in part tc the success of
your program, the solar industry is evolving and a new type of photovoltaic system is on the market--the solar
electric appliance.

The current reservation procedures assume that all PV systems are custom designed and fabricated on site
from panels, inverters and racks. There are new systems that are ETL listed solar appliances with panels,
inverters, disconnects, and wiring included. The CEC should change its reservation procedures to allow
participants to select such systems (accredited by an independent testing firm such as ETL or UL) rather than
use the old forms. This simple change will promote the goals of the Emerging Renewables Program:

1. Cost Reduction: These systems are a major step in cost reduction for solar energy. For example, the
Blue Link 480 drops the cost of a PV system below $3500, after the CEC rebate. While people often
discuss PV costs on a $/watt basis, it is impossible to buy one watt of PV. Solar electric appliances bring
the system cost down to a level affordable to 2 much broader population, at competitive $/watt levels.

2. Market Acceptance: The CEC program stands to dramatically increase participation in your Emerging
Renewables Program. The primary goal behind solar electric appliances is to increase the number of
people using solar power by making it easy and affordable.
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3. High Volume: Similarly, solar electric appliances are designed to enable high volume
production/mobilization of solar power. Low cost, plug and play solar is the best way to achieve high
volume--through standardization, quality control, ease of use,and affordability. CEC's help in streamlining
the rebate application process will be directly in line with your goal of high volume production.

4. Your application review process will be much easier--because they are ETL or UL listed your reviewers
can be confident that the system is properly designed. The inspection process will be similarly
streamlined as the inspectors can be confident in that the wiring from PV panels through to the AC
disconnect was done in a controlled factory environment with full quality control and quarterly inspections
by ETL or UL.

5. These systems wiil be more reliable than custom built systems. In the high growth PV industry, the
details of PV systems are often designhed in the field by people with little experience in photovoltaics.
Parts are substituted, connections overlooked, and "goocd enough" is the quality standard. These kinds of
problems don't come up in a factory built system.

Currently the only example of a solar electric appliance is the Blue Link 480 from Blue Link Solar Network, LLC.
Our company has two more models coming out shortly, and it is likely that solar electric appliances will be
produced by others as well. This technology change is directly in line with the goals of your program, it should
be embraced by your application process.

Sincerely,

Charlie Langston

Managing Director

Blue Link Solar Network LLC
25 Limerick Rd

Arundel, ME 04046
207-985-0088
207-985-5577 fax

www.bluelinksolar.net
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