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PROCEEDI NGS

10: 07 a. m

PRESI DI NG MEMBER PETERVAN:  Thi s i s Conm ssi oner
Carla Peterman. Welcone to the Rio Mesa Solar Electric
Cenerating Facility Commttee Meeting. W are here in
Heari ng Room B.

Let me first introduce the various parties. First
to my right we have our hearing officer, Kourtney Vaccaro.
To her right we have Conm ssioner Karen Douglas. To
Comm ssi oner Dougl as' right we have her advisors, Glen
Lenei and Jennifer Nelson. To ny left | have ny advisor,
JimBartridge, and to his left is Eileen Allen, the
Comm ssi oners' Advisor for Facility Siting.

"1l ask the parties to introduce thensel ves.

"1l first begin with staff since they are in the room

MR. MARTINEZ: Pierre Martinez, siting project
manager .

MR, OGATA: Jeff Qgata, Assistant Chief Counsel
for Siting; and |I'm substituting for Lisa DeCarlo who is on
jury duty this norning.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER PETERVAN:  Ow, wow, okay. Good,
she's doing her civic duty.

Applicant, will you introduce yourself.

MR BIERING This is Brian Biering with Ellison,

Schnei der and Harris on behal f of the applicant.
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PRESI DI NG MEMBER PETERMAN:  Thank you.

MS. LEIBA: And Angela --

PRESI DI NG MEMBER PETERVAN: |'m sorry, go ahead.

M5. LEIBA: Sorry. And this is Angela Leiba with
URS on behal f of the applicant.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER PETERVAN. kay, thank you.

And then in ternms of intervenors, do we have the
Center for Biological Diversity on the line?

M5. ANDERSON: Good norning, this is Ileene
Ander son representing the Center for Biological Diversity.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER PETERVAN: Good norning, |l eene.

And do we have any representatives from | ocal
state or federal agencies on the phone?

MR. PERRY: Yes. This is Cedric Perry fromthe
Bureau of Land Managenent, California Desert District.

M5. MARSDEN: Ki m Marsden, Bureau of Land
Managenent, the Desert District.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER PETERVMAN:  Anyone fromthe County
or any other local representatives?

(No response).

PRESI DI NG MEMBER PETERVAN:  Well with that | wll
turn this neeting over to Hearing Oficer Vaccaro.

HEARI NG OFFI CER VACCARC  Thank you. | think just
sone prelimnary coments. Wen, | think, the Comm ssioners

wal ked into the roomfor one of the first or maybe few tines
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ever the applicant is not in the room | want to make sure
t hat everybody understands. | did receive a phone call from
Chris Ellison asking what we anticipated would occur today
and whet her or not they needed to nake a personal appearance
or if a phone appearance woul d be appropriate.

| indicated to M. Ellison that a phone appearance
woul d be appropriate based on the notice that issued from
the Commttee. So certainly not a sign of disrespect on the
part of the applicant. They checked with nme in advance and
| gave themthe green light not to be here.

And of course, with the Center for Biol ogical
Diversity, we anticipate that you are not going to trave
great distances for matters that can be conducted over the
tel ephone. So | think everybody is appropriately
represented today for our purposes.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER PETERVAN: And just one, quick
interjection. This is Conmm ssioner Peterman. | failed to
i ntroduce our Public Adviser, Jennifer Jennings, who is in
the roomif any nmenbers of the public need to contact her.
Thanks.

HEARI NG OFFI CER VACCARO So | think now we will,
we wi Il nove along and just track with the public notice
t hat issued on March 27th fromthe Committee.

VWhat the Commttee did was advise the public by

way of a notice that it would be convening this neeting
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today primarily for the purpose of going into cl osed
session. The agenda itemreads as foll ows:
"ltem nunber 2, General Itens.

Commi ttee cl osed session consideration of the

following item"”

"PROPOSED SCHEDULE ON THE APPLI CATI ON

FOR CERTI FI CATI ON OF THE PROPCSED RI O MESA

SOLAR ELECTRI C CGENERATI NG FACI LI TY.

Del i beration on a proposed Conmittee schedul e

for the application for certification of the

proposed Rio Mesa Sol ar Electric Generating

Facility."

| suspect this closed session cones as ho surprise
to all of you who participated in the |ast status
conf erence.

So what we anticipate is that the Conmttee wll
be adjourning to cl osed session within the next couple of
monments. | suspect the Commttee will be neeting for about
a half an hour or so. W wll certainly check back in at a

half an hour's time but I think we can anticipate that at

gquarter to 11 we will be either reconvening or at |east |
will be giving sort of a status update to the parties and
t he public.

After which the Commttee will accept public

comment, interested agency comment and party conment. And
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then at that point, unless there is any nore business to
conduct, we will adjourn and hopefully issue a schedul e
shortly thereafter.

So with that we will go off the record now.

(OFf the record at 10:11 a.m)

(On the record at 10:46 a.m)

HEARI NG OFFI CER VACCARO And it is 10:46 and | am
so proud, | said 10:45 and here we are.

The Conmmttee, for those of you who are just
getting up to speed, opened this neeting, went into closed
session pursuant to the public notice that was issued. The
Commttee has left closed session, there is nothing to
report out.

The Committee will now be noving to the next item
on the notice, which is party and public comrent or
i nterested agency conment.

After that point the Commttee will give sone
final words about what you can expect in the next com ng
days.

So | think with that we will start with the
applicant, if there is any comment or question that you
m ght have for the Committee to address. |If you | ooked at
the notice it said you have up to three mnutes. And we are
going to keep you to it today because this is really

intended to be a brief commttee neeting to allow the
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Commttee to do the deliberations in closed session.

So, M. Biering?

MR. BIERING Applicant doesn't have any comments
at this tinme other than to, you know, thank the Commttee
for continuing to deliberate on the schedul e and we | ook
forward to, you know, a scheduling order, hopefully, com ng
out in the near future.

HEARI NG OFFI CER VACCARG: Thank you. | see
M. Martinez, you are sitting there all alone for staff.
see Kerry WIllis sitting against the wall. So I think, tag
you're it, M. Martinez, if there are any questions or
comments that you wi sh to make.

MR MARTI NEZ: Yeah, | have no comments to offer.

HEARI NG OFFI CER VACCARO  kay, thank you.

We had both Lisa Belenky, and | don't know if
|| eene Anderson is still on the line, on behalf of Center
for Biological Diversity. Wuld either of you like to make

a comment or have any questions for the Commttee?

M5. ANDERSON: | amon the line.
M5. BELENKY: This is Lisa Belenky -- |I'msorry.
M5. ANDERSON: | was just going to say | amon the

line. This is Ileene Anderson and | don't have any coments
at this tine.
M5. BELENKY: Yes, and | don't either. | think we

are very pleased that the Comrittee is deliberating and
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taking their tinme on this very inportant issue.

HEARI NG OFFI CER VACCARO  kay, thank you.

| notice that we did have two representatives of
BLMon the line. [If you are still on the line and wish to
make a conment we would like to hear fromyou

MR. PERRY: Hi, this is Cedric Perry fromBLM the

California Desert District. No, we have no comments right

now. And | apol ogi ze, | got caught off in another quick
nmeeting and | mssed the first few mnutes of the -- of this
call.

HEARI NG OFFI CER VACCARGC Thank you for that. And
pl ease rest assured that there isn't nmuch that you have
m ssed other than the opening of the meeting apprising
everyone of why we were neeting today and then novi ng
forward with the cl osed session.

| s there anyone else on the line, a nenber of the
public, interested agency, who w shes to make a comment or
ask a question of the Commttee?

(No response).

HEARI NG OFFI CER VACCARC | am hearing none. Once
agai n, any public comment for those of you on the tel ephone
l'ine?

(No response).

HEARI NG OFFI CER VACCARO. And | take that as a no.

There are no individuals sitting in the roomtoday
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ot her than the parties and the Cormittee nenbers so no
public conment from anyone in the room

Wi ch | eaves us to the next step of giving
everyone a sense of what is happening next. | think a few
weeks ago we indicated that you woul d get a schedule "within
a couple of weeks" | think was my very inprecise | anguage.
By the end of this week a schedule wll issue resolving or
at | east addressing a nunber of the scheduling issues raised
in the parties' briefs.

| think with that I will turn it over to the
Comm ssioners for any final words and for the closing of the
nmeeti ng by Comm ssi oner Peternan.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER PETERMAN:  Thank you.

Comm ssi oner Dougl as, do you have any cl osing words?

ALTERNATE MEMBER DOUGLAS: No.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER PETERVAN: | don't have any
cl osing words as wel |.

Thank you for everyone -- for getting together for
this Coommittee neeting. | look forward to continue worKking
with you.

Wth that, the neeting is adjourned.

(The Conmittee Meeting adjourned at 10:51 a.m)
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