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PROCEEDI NGS

1:30 P.M

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: It’s 1:30 and we are going
to commence with the hearing.

Conmmi ssi oner ?

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Good afternoon, everybody.

Wel conme to the Informational Hearing, Environment Scoping,
the Issues ldentification and Scheduling Conference for the
Hi dden Hills Solar Electric Generating System Project
application before the California Energy Comr ssion.

Let nme start by just asking -- | see a very ful
room W’'re really pleased to see the turnout and the
public interest in this project. |Is there anybody fromthe
comunity who does not have a seat who would |i ke one?

There are sone seats up front, and there are sone seats,
potentially, in the mddle. But certainly we’'d like to make
sure that you ve -- you’ve cone in here to watch the
proceedi ngs, so we’d like to nake sure you' re confortable as
Il ong as you want to be. Ckay. So let’s see.

So the Energy Conm ssion, just to tell you a
little bit about us before we get into -- into the
proceedi ng, the Energy Comm ssion is a state agency. The
Energy Conmmi ssion is governed by five comm ssioners who take
action by majority vote in regularly schedul ed busi ness

nmeetings. And one of the areas where the Energy Conm ssion
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has jurisdiction is over thernmal power plants 50 negawatts
and over, and so that’s why we’re here today.

When there is a power plant application that is
within the Energy Commi ssion’s jurisdiction we will go to
the communities where the plants are proposed. W’Il| hold
an informational hearing. W can potentially hold
addi ti onal evidentiary workshops in the communities. And we
have a fairly robust, extensive and iterative process for
bei ng engaged with the project and seeing how it potentially

changes, seeing how the environnmental analysis takes place,

and so on.

So -- so soon we'll introduce you to the public
adviser. She's a great resource and she’ll help you. She’'s
in the back of the -- she’s in the corner waving in a green

suit, Lynn Sadler. And she’'ll speak shortly. But she |l be
a great resource for conmunity menbers who are interested in
following this project application closely.

My nanme is Karen Douglas. | ama comm ssioner
with the Energy Comm ssion, and |I'’mthe presiding nenber of
this siting commttee. Wen we got the application in to
t he Energy Comnmi ssion the conm ssion designated a conmttee
of two comm ssioners to oversee this proceeding. So it’'s
nmysel f and Comm ssioner Carla Peterman, who wasn't able to
be here today. But her Adviser JimBartridge is here. To

my imediate left is Ken Celli, the hearing officer. To ny
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right, Galen Lenei, ny adviser. So we’'re certainly pleased
to be here today and | ooking forward to hearing fromyou.

At this point 1'd like to ask the parties to
i ntroduce thensel ves, starting with the applicant.

MR HARRIS: (Of mke.) 1'mJeff Harris, here on
behal f of the applicant.

MR JENSEN. Here you go.

MR HARRIS: I'mstill -- is that working now?

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: Pull it closer.

MR HARRIS: Cdoser. H, I'mJeff Harris. [|'m
here on behal f of the applicant, with Ellison, Schneider and
Harris.

MR. JENSEN: |'’m Clay Jensen with Bright Source
Ener gy, project manager and the director of project
devel opnent .

MS. STRACHAN: |’ m Susan Strachan with Strachan
Consul ting, environnmental project manager.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS:  Staff?

MR RATLIFF: 1'mDi ck Ratliff, the counsel for
t he Energy Comnm ssion staff.

MR MONASM TH:  And |'’m M ke Mnasmith, the
proj ect manager for the Energy Conm ssion staff.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Thank you. At this point |
would Iike to ask if there are any elected officials in this

roomfrom-- |1 certainly know we have a supervisor fromthe
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I nyo County. So if you could please, elected officials,
representatives fromstate or |ocal governnent, if you could
pl ease i ntroduce yourselves at the podi um

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: One second.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Oh.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: They need -- they need to
be on the m ke because everything -- we have a court
reporter --

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS:  Right. Al right.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: -- and everything is
bei ng --

COWMWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Al right. So -- so if you
coul d pl ease introduce yourselves that wuld be great.

W ll -- we’ll ask you to do so on the m crophone because we
have a court reporter, and everything that's said in this
hearing will be transcribed and will go on the official
record for this proceedi ng.

MR. CERVANTES: Yeah. |’'m Richard Cervantes,
Supervisor of the 5th District of Inyo County. And the 5th
District enconpasses the area in which we find oursel ves
right now. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Thank you.

M5. PARKER: |I’'m Vickie Parker, Vice Chair of the
Pahr unp Town Boar d.

M5. CASH. Susan Cash, Inyo County 2nd District
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Supervi sor and chair of the board.

MR, HOLLIS: Gary Hollis, Nye County Conmm ssion
and Chair, Pahrunp.

M5. NCEL: |I’m Any Noel, Southern Inyo Fire
Protection District, board nmenber

MR, ZELLHOEFER  John Zel | hoefer, Southern Inyo
Fire Protection District, board nenber

MR. BECKNELL: Jon Becknell, Air Quality
Specialist wwth the Geat Basin Air Pollution Contro
District. [1'Il be the lead permt reviewer for this.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Thank you.

MR. BORASKY: (Good afternoon. Butch Borasky, Nye
County Conmi ssi on.

COWM SSI ONER DOUG.AS: Thank you. It’'s -- it’s
great to see so nany |ocal representatives here and el ected
representatives. It definitely underscores to us the
i nportance that the county is placing in this process. And
so we'll -- you know, we a have a practice of working very
closely with the local governnments. W’Il |ook forward to
wor ki ng very closely with Inyo County.

Are there any representatives fromthe State of
Nevada present today, or local jurisdictions within Nevada?

Ch, all right. So he’s already cone up. Thank you. Al
right.

And what about Native Anerican tribes. Are there
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any representatives fromthe tribes here today? |If you
coul d pl ease cone introduce yourself for the record.

MR JIM Hello, I'’mEddie Jimof the Pahrunp
Pai ute Tri be.

COWM SSI ONER DOUG.AS: Thank you. Thanks for
bei ng here.

| s anyone here fromthe Inyo County Water
Department? Any other towns and cities that haven't already
spoken of -- let’s see here. The Kern River Gas and
Transm ssi on Conpany? Al right. Well, we don't actually
make people cone forward and introduce thensel ves, but
they’'re very wel cone to.

What about the Valley Electric Association?

MR LEDFORD: Good afternoon. Curt Ledford,
CGeneral Counsel for Valley Electric.

COWM SSI ONER DOUG.AS: Thank you. 1’ve gone
through a pretty long list. | mght not have hit everybody.

| f anyone else is here representing a governnent agency

that I didn't nmention, we’'d invite you to introduce
yourselves at this point. Al right.

So -- so with that I'll turn over the conduct of
the hearing to the hearing officer.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: Thank you, Conmi ssioner.

Can you all hear nme? kay. Very good. [|’'1I

be -- | know that sone of you can’t see this very well, but
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| have -- we have a Power Point over here.

On August 5th, 2011 Hidden Hills Solar |, LLC and
Hidden Hills Solar 11, LLC, which are both wholly owned
subsidiari es of the BrightSource Energy, Inc. submtted an
application for certification to the California Energy
Comm ssion to construct and operate two electric co-
generating plants in eastern Inyo County, California. The
proposed Hi dden Hills Solar Electric Generating System
which | refer to as HHSEGS, would be two separate sol ar
facilities with a join generating capacity of 500 negawatts.

The project would be | ocated on approxi mately
3,277 acres of privately owned | and | eased in Inyo County,
California i medi ately adj acent to the Nevada border. The
project site is approximately 8 mles south of Pahrunp,
Nevada and approxi mately 45 mles west of Las Vegas, Nevada.

Just prior to this informational hearing the
HHSEGS AFC Conmittee, which would be this body before you
right now, conducted a public site visit at the proposed
| ocation of the power plant. Hopefully nost or all of you
got a chance to -- to go there today.

The purposes of today’'s hearing are: one, to
provide information to you about the proposed power plant;
two, to describe the comm ssion’s process in review ng the
application; three, to provide information on opportunities

for the public to participate in the -- in this process;
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four, to informthe commttee, the parties and the comunity
about the project, its progress to date in the application
process, and perceived issues that need resolution; and
finally, to neet and confer about the project schedul e.

W'l tal k about these things today.

Later in the hearing the Public Adviser who is
Lynn Sadl er, again in the back of the room hol ding up her
hand, wi Il explain how the public can obtain information
about the project, participate in the process, and offer
comments during the review process. The public adviser wll
explain how to intervene as a formal party shoul d anyone
wi sh to present evidence and cross-exam ne W tnesses when we
get to that point.

The California Energy Commission is a state agency
that has exclusive jurisdiction to license or certify new
power plants that generate 50 negawatts of electricity or
nore. On Cctober 5th -- no, I'"msorry, on Cctober 12th the
Ener gy Conmmi ssion accepted as conplete the application for
certification for the HHSEGS, a 500 negawatt sol ar
generating plant in the eastern border of Inyo County.

Notice of today’'s hearing was nmailed to all of the
parties, adjoining |land owners, interested governnental
agencies, and other individuals. It was also posted on the
Energy Conm ssion’s website. The Public Advisers Ofice

will explain in a nonment what the public adviser does, what
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their role is, and -- and also their additional efforts to
notify the public about today’s hearing.

Today’s hearing is the first in a series of formnal

committee events that will extend over the next year. The
commi ssi oners conducting this proceeding will eventually
i ssue a proposed decision. You will hear us describing or

tal king about a thing called a PWD. The PWMPD is the

proposed -- it’s rather the Presiding Menbers Proposed
Decision. That's the decision that this will end up

being -- culmnating in. So it will contain reconmendations
to the proposed -- of the -- on the proposed project to the

full five conm ssioners of the California Energy Conm ssion.
To be clear, the HHSEGS AFC Conmittee is nade up
of the two commi ssioners, which is Comm ssioner Douglas who
is here today, and Comm ssioner Peterman who wil |
partici pate throughout, their advisers, and the hearing
advi ser, which is ne.
It is inmportant to enphasize that the |aw requires
that the commttee s proposed decision be based solely on
t he evidence contained in the public record. To ensure that
this happens and to preserve the integrity and inpartiality
of the comm ssion’s |licensing process the commi ssion’s
regul ations and the California Adm nistrative Procedures Act
expressly prohibit private, off-the-record contacts

concerni ng substantive matters between the participants in
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this proceeding, interested parties and comm ssioners, this
commttee, their advisers, and hearing adviser.

This prohibition against the off -- off-the-record
comuni cati ons between the parties and the committee is
known as the ex parte rule. This nmeans that all contacts
between interested parties and the comm ttee regardi ng any
substantive matter nust occur in the context of a public
di scussion, such as today’s event, or in the formof a
witten communication that is distributed to all parties.
The purpose of the ex parte rule is to provide ful
di sclosure to all participants of any information that may
be used as a basis for the commttee s future decision on
this project.

The Energy Commi ssion staff is a party to these
proceedi ngs. And when |I'’mreferring to the staff I'mreally
tal ki ng about the people who are sitting over here, and
we'll introduce again. So even though the staff and the
commttee nenbers are both part of or enployed by the Energy
Comm ssion, we are conpletely separate entities for purposes
of these proceedings. So the ex parte rule is binding on
t he Energy Comm ssion staff in the same way that it binds
t he applicant or any interveners.

Addi tional opportunities for the parties and
governnment al agencies to discuss substantive issues with the

public will occur in public workshops to be held by the
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11

comm ssion staff. They will have these at |ocations here,
and sonetines in Sacramento. Information regarding other
comuni cati ons between the parties and governnental agencies
is contained in witten reports or letters that sumarize
such communi cations. These reports and letters are
distributed to the parties and are nmade available to the
public. Information regarding hearing dates and ot her
events in this proceeding will also be posted on the
conmi ssion’ s website.

The application for certification process, which
we refer to as AFC, application for certification, is a
public proceeding in which nenbers of the public and
i nterested organi zations are encouraged to actively
partici pate and express their views on matters relevant to
the proposed project. The committee is interested in
hearing fromthe comunity on any aspect of this project.
Menbers of the public are also eligible to intervene in this
proceeding. And if there are potential interveners anong
you, we encourage you to file your petitions to intervene as
soon as possible to enable you to have the full est
partici pation.

Today’ s agenda is as follows. The public adviser
wi |l speak next and she will describe the services avail able
fromthe Public Advisers Ofice. Followng this we wll

then ask the applicant and the staff to make their
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12

respective presentations. These will, in turn, be foll owed
by general comments fromthe public or other agencies
present. So that’s the flow of the day.

Wth that, Ms. Sadler, if you wouldn't m nd?

Ch, can | -- before you go on, | just want to make
one nore point, Lynn, to the -- to people on the tel ephone.

Fol ks on the phone, you can hear us because we
can’t hear you because | put you on what’'s called nmute on
entry. But when we’'re finished and we go to the public
comment portion of our hearing today | will unnmute everybody
and then we will hear fromyou. So we can’'t hear you now if
you' re speaking, if you are trying to speak to us. You
could send a chat if you wanted to. All right.

Go ahead, Lynn.

M5. SADLER:. So | amthe assistant public adviser.
The Public Adviser proper is Jennifer Jennings. She is
required to be -- the public adviser nmust be an attorney,
and they are appointed separately. That neans that neans
that she is relatively independent. She serves a three-year
term And the idea of that office being very independent is
to allow us to help you in whatever -- in -- in whichever
ways that you need assi stance and participating.

And | going to explain one thing that’s a little
confusing so it will nake one thing nore clear in the

future. The Energy Comm ssion is broken up into two
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entities. One is the comm ssioners, and they nmake up the
commttee right here, and the other is the staff. And
that’s a little bit confusing because the comm ssion nmakes
up the decision nakers, but the staff is going to be

anal yzing this project and naki ng reconmendati ons, and they
are called a party to this proceeding. And this is the
applicant, and they are a party to this proceeding.

And then the third parties to this proceedi ng
m ght be you if you choose to intervene and engage in this
process in a formal way. |If you want to do that the public
advisers job is to assist you in doing that. | wanted to
make that clear because a | ot of people weren't clear that
the comm ssioners operate in a separate capacity fromthe
staff. Al right. So covered that.

So one of the things that we do is reach out to as
many people as we can find that mght be interested in this
proceedi ng to nake sure that every voice has an opportunity
to be heard. W don't require that you participate but we
want to give you the opportunity to. So we reach out to
city and county officials, Native American tribes, nonprofit
groups, hospitals, libraries, schools, any place that we
know that there are | eaders who m ght have -- be affected by
this project that m ght want to speak out.

We al so contact the nedia, as does the Energy

Conmmi ssion staff, to nake certain that announcenents are --
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make it into the paper, which | understand they did. And we
al so buy advertisenments which ran in the Pahrunp Tinmes to
make certain that as many peopl e as possi ble can know about
t his.

So goi ng back over what | said about
participation, there’s two ways to participate. The easiest
is public coment. And all of you that filled out the blue
card saying that you want to speak, that’s for public
coorment. It’s an informal way to participate. | know that

sonme of you said howdo | knowif I'’mgoing to want to speak

until | hear what's said. That’'s a very fair question. So
if during this proceeding you determne, no, | really do
have sonething I want to say, just let me know and |I’'|1 get
you a card, and we’' Il take it up and we’ll add you to the
list.

And you may al so wite your conments and send them
to dockets@nergy.state.ca.us. And the one thing I wll
tell you is when you send sonething to dockets it is going
to be posted on the web, and it is searchable. So include
information that is useful to say what you need to say, but
you probably wouldn’t, for exanple, want to put your bank
account nunber on it. So just be aware that that’s a public
docunent .

So when you do public comment that is considered

by the conmi ssioners in their deliberations. It is part of
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the record, but it is not considered evidence. And so
sonmet hing that you present in public coment can’'t be a
deciding factor for the commssion. So that’'s inportant to
know when you’ re deci di ng whet her you want to engage nore
formal ly.

So the second | evel of participation is called
intervening. And you file a petition to intervene if you
want to, and the Public Adviser Jennifer Jennings wll help
you with that if you want to do that. And the petition is
considered by the commttee, which is seated behind ne. And
if -- if you re approved then you becone a formal party to
the proceeding. Then all of those rules that we tal ked
about, the ex parte rules and all, they -- they now woul d
apply to you because you would be a formal party in -- in
this process. You would have the sane rights and
responsibilities as the other parties, the applicant and the
staff. You do not have to be an attorney to intervene, but
it’s helpful to get sone assistance. And that’s one of the
things that Ms. Jennings and | can help you with.

Oh, and we woul d encourage you to intervene as
early as possible if you are planning to intervene so that
we kind of know how this is going to shape up. | wll say
that if you don’t know if you' re going to intervene and you
want to participate informally and decide later, that’s al

right. There will be a deadline and we’'ll let you know
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about it. But you do have that option. And |I believe that
everyone here is signed up on the sign-up sheet and given us
your enmail so we can comuni cate with you, or your phone
nunber if that’s how we communicate with you. |[f you
haven’t, | woul d encourage you to find nme and nmake sure that
you sign up so that we can |let you know about things that
are happeni ng.

And if you signed up for the list serve, which is
on the main page, and it |ooks like that, that’'s
energy.ca.gov, if you go to the bottom of the page there’s
sonet hing call ed Power Plant Licensing Under Review, and you
go down to Hidden HlIls. And everything you ever wanted to
know that’s public is there, including the AFC which is in
two binders. And | neasured them the binders are that
thick, fromthe end of ny thunb to the end of ny finger.
They’ re huge docunents. So you mi ght want to think about
downl oadi ng t hem when you have a little time, maybe start
before dinner and finish after.

And -- so you go to this site and you click on
Hidden Hills, and it will look like that, and there’s
sonmet hing over on the right that says List Server. And you
just enter your first name, your |ast nane, and your enai
and we will automatically send you notices of docunents that
have cone out. For exanple, it mght say the -- well, he

tal ked about the PMPD is now avail abl e, and you can | ook
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that up, or when your comrents are posted it will say
there’s a comment fromso and so that people can | ook at.

So the other thing I will tell you is on the left
where it says Public Participation, there are a | ot of
docunments. | know we’re throwing a |ot of information at
you today. It’'s alittle bit confusing. | know it took ne
awhile to figure it all out. But if you go there,
there’s -- you can get a guidebook that’s this thick if you
want, or you can see the thing that’s a single page that
kind of outlines howthis all works. And that may assi st
you, as well.

So | will be probably over there in that corner
nost of the day. You can conme ask nme questions at any tine
during this proceeding and I will try to help you. [If you
don’t understand sonething that’s going on and you want to
ask, that’s ny job. Just cone find ne and we’ll nake that
wor k. So thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: Thank you, Ms. Sadl er.

So Ladies and Gentlenmen, at this point please take
advantage -- | just want you to know that the public adviser
is here for you. So it’s a great place to get help and
assi stance i n understandi ng what we’ re doi ng.

In order to further explain what’s going on we’'re
going to ask the applicant, Hidden Hlls Solar, LLC to

descri be the proposed project and explain its plans for
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devel oping the project site.

So with that, Cay, who's -- who’s -- or is it --
go ahead.

MR. JENSEN: | apologize. |I’'mgoing to try to get
in a position to speak to both the crowd and the -- and the
commi ssioners. 1'mgoing to stand next to you, Mke. Is
t hat better?

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: You know, actually, you're
wel come to speak right fromyour seat if that hel ps, because
you could --

MR. JENSEN: That’s a good idea. | like that
i dea.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: And then your nouse wl|
work fromthere, since we can see it.

MR. JENSEN: All right. Can everybody hear ne?
Ckay. 1’11l speak | oud.

Most -- 1’ve net nost of you before. Again, Cay
Jensen with BrightSource Energy, the project manager,
director of project developnent. W’re -- we're the
applicant for the proposed project. |’'Il run through really
qui ckly a bit of the background and how t he technol ogy
wor Kks.

So we are a concentrating solar technol ogy. You
can see from-- fromthe slide that what we do, we put a

power tower in the center of a field of heliostats. So that
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sun conmes down, reflects off the heliostats to the top of
the tower. And then we send water to the top of the tower
and convert it to steam The steam cones back down the
tower and runs through a traditional power plant. W'’re
able to achi eve tenperatures and pressures of -- of steam
that are very equivalent to traditional fossil fuel plants.

So when the steam cones back down to the base of
the tower it essentially | ooks and functions |ike a plant
that -- that if you re in the power business you ve seen for
50, 60 years. Not a whole lot of difference when it gets
to -- gets to the base of the tower. So froma technol ogy
standpoint really the trick is getting that -- that water
turned to steam and that we use the solar application to --
to turn that to steam

Alittle bit about BrightSource Energy’s

background. 1’1l run through this very quickly. W’ ve
devel oped an energy center. It’s actually in the Negev
Desert in Israel. 1It’'s been in operation for nearly three

years now. Wth that facility we’'re producing steam As |
descri bed before, the -- the key is producing the steam
because everything on the other end of that is pretty
traditional. W have net or exceeded all expectations that
we had for the technology. And that really becane the
springboard for us advancing projects in the -- in the U S.

Qur next plant that we began construction on was
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in Coalinga, California. It’s actually an oil extraction
commerci al operation where we’'re using steaminjection to
remove crude oil from-- from-- fromthe ground. And
again, so it’s not a full power-producing plant, but we're
using that steamfor an alternate -- an alternate nethod.

We al so have our Ivanpah facility, which nany of
you in the room may have heard of or been involved with the
process that al so went through the California Energy
Comm ssion, as well as the BLM process. |It’s been under
construction for a little over a year now. W'’ ve advanced
the initial tower upwards over 100 feet. And we’ ve had --
we’ ve had thousands of pylons for the heliostats in the
ground. That project continues to advance through the
construction process. That will be our first full-scale
commerci al power-producing facility in the U S. That plant
will be operational in 2012.

Alittle project overview W' re talking about
the Hidden Hills SEGS, as described before. W’re in Inyo
County. The site is approximately 3,200 acres. It is on
privately owned | and. Previously the | and was pl anned
for -- for residential uses. There were even sone master
pl an conmunities proposed at one point on this property. W
do plan to use the traditional BrightSource CSP tower
technol ogy, as | described before. The plant, as we’ve

described, is a 500 nmegawatt net which is nade up of two 250
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megawatt plants. W -- the solar field design will have
roughly 85,000 heliostats surrounding the tower, and that’s
per plant, for a 170,000 heliostats.

W’ ve -- we’'ve integrated sone -- sonme new design
features that 1’1l describe in nore detail after -- after
Jeff speaks to the project for a few m nutes. But we have
i ntroduced a wireless technology that we're -- we’re hoping
to advance that -- that would allow for better
comuni cati ons between the systens on site.

And then also we're -- we’'re proposing a 750-f oot
tower to help conpress the footprint of the project and nake
the plant nore -- nore efficient. The -- the tower as
proposed at Hidden Hills is actually proposed to be
concrete. The -- the towers at |vanpah and our previous two
facilities were steel lattice. So | just wanted to point
out that that’s another significant difference between
| vanpabh.

So the -- the site, nost of you were just out
there with us. So we wanted to point out, you can see on
the map that we are, in fact, eight mles south of Pahrunp
and 45 mles west of the City of Las Vegas. You can see
fromthe map on the PowerPoint, we’ve got a tower to the
north and a tower to the south with the two separate plants.

You can see fromthe nmap on the PowerPoint, we ve got a

tower to the north and a tower to the south, with the two
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separate plants. You can see kind of in the center of the
exhibit on the right-hand side in the triangul ar piece,
that’s a common area that would be -- that woul d house an
adm nistration office, a switchyard substation. That’'s sort
of conmmon facilities to both plants.

And at this point 1’'mgoing to hand the -- the

m ke over to Jeff who's going to describe -- this project is
actually -- because it’s on the California-Nevada border and
a lot of the transm ssion inprovenents will -- will overlap

wi th inprovenents planned by Valley Electric Association,
and there will be a separate BLM process, we thought because
of the proximty and the relation between the two states it
woul d nake sone sense to have Jeff describe structurally how
this is going to operate between the two states.

MR HARRIS: One of the things that makes this
project is unique -- kind of go back, slide that -- is you
| ook at this slide you'll actually see the -- the purple
line kind of cutting vaguely through the side. This is the
Cali forni a-Nevada border. |It’s a very unique thing.

Wien we first | earned about this project as a | aw
firmwe decided that this would nake a great |aw schoo
exam It’s imensely conplex froma |egal perspective. And
what | want to do in the next couple of mnutes is -- is
sort of lay out the framework for how the regul atory

structure works here. It is conplex. These slides
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will eventually go up on the Energy Comm ssion’s website, so
you don’t have to scratch furiously the statutory

provi sions, or even renenber them You' |l be able to get
those off the website. But | want to run through sone of
the basic things. And it all really relates to the fact
that the -- the project, the power plant itself is -- is

| ocated on that California-Nevada border.

As | said the power plant, the 500 negawatt power
plant is on privately owned | and, previously disturbed, in
I nyo County. And the eastern boundary, again, is the
California border. W use a lot of jargon in this -- in
this profession, and one of themyou'll hear is linears.

And what we nmean by linears is those are the lines that
literally leave the project site and go out. They' re lines.
And in this case they' re transm ssion lines and natural gas
lines. And so they are not the power plant proper but they
are certainly facilities that are integral to the power
plant. And so the linear facilities for this project are

| ocated in the Nevada on BLM Bureau of Land Managenent,

| and and sone private | ands.

This is a |larger map showi ng the overview of -- of
where those linear facilities are. And | don't think I have
-- can show you with the nouse but -- go ahead, if you can
show themthere. But the small yellow is the actual project

site, the small yellow thing there. And then the red line
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com ng out, going down, follow ng basically 160 and then
over the mountains, all the way into the El Dorado
Substation south of Las Vegas. The green line is a gas |line
that will parallel the transm ssion line, again, all in
Nevada. So the really unique thing about this project is
the fact that you have the power plant site literally having
the border as its eastern border and the linear facilities

| ocated in the State of Nevada.

So that does create a conplicated | egal process.
And what we end up with is both a state and a federal
process. And those processes will be coordinated, but they
will be separate. They will not be a single process. And
that’s, | think, sonething that people are going to have to
kind of get used to that idea and wap their -- wap their
brai n around.

There are federal laws and state |l aws that dea
with environnental issues. In Californiait’'s the
California Environnental Quality Act as inplenented by the
Energy Conmmi ssion. And on the federal side of the BLM I ands
it’s NEPA, the National Environnental Policy Act. The power
plant will be evaluated in that NEPA process in the |egal
termas a connected action.

So alittle bit nore on that NEPA process, the
separate process we’ve been tal king about. Valley Electric

Associ ation, or VEA as you're nore conmon to hear them has
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applied for the -- the right-of-way grant, and that’s the
ROW fromthe BLMfor those linear facilities that will be
| ocated in Nevada. | guess | would point out that -- that

the -- the Hidden Hills project is not the applicant for

that federal action. |It’'s actually Valley Electric. And
Hidden Hills will not own or operate the transnission line
or the natural gas line. And again, |I’'ll put the citation

in there. Pursuant to NEPA the power plant is what they
call a connected action, neaning sonething -- they're --
they’'re integrally tied together. And so the two will be
| ooked toget her as one.

The scope and NEPA review, again, is a connected
action. The BLMis going to exam ne both the linear
facilities and the power plant together so they’' re | ooking
at the whol e of everything. That’'s what the connected
action nmeans. And the BLMs review as a connected action
provi des what’s called a federal nexus, neaning it is a
federal permt that’s required on the transm ssion side of
things. And that connected action on the federal side
allows for all the federal permtting work to go forward for
t he project.

So for exanple, the Federal Endangered Species Act
review, there were two Desert Tortoise found on site, and
those are a threatened species, threatened and endangered

speci es under the Federal Endangered Species Act. The U. S.
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Arny Corps of Engineers has to do an anal ysis of the washes
out there. And that’s also a federal entitlenent. Section
106 is a historic -- historic analysis, as well. And that’s
al so an inportant one that will -- that will take place.

So all those federal approvals that are rel ated,
primarily through the Iinears in Nevada, will be dealt with
in that NEPA review noving forward.

In California, CEQA is the California
Environnmental Quality Act. That is sonmething you re al
used to in your permtting in California, typically
i npl enented by a city or a county. But in this case,
because it’s a thermal power plant the State of California
permts those through the California Energy Conm ssion. And
| think I"’mjust going to fly by the rest of that, since Ken
al ready covered a | ot of those.

This is a | anguage you shouldn’t try to wite down
real quick, but it’s the Public Resources Code section that
actually sets forth the proposition that CEQA applies to the
project and the project features in California. And
essentially what it says is that CEQA, being | egal |anguage
it’s witten in a negative, of course, “CEQA does not apply
to a project or a portion thereof |ocated in another state,”
so it’s in Nevada in this case, “which will be subject to
envi ronnmental review pursuant to NEPA,” and as | nentioned,

the BLMis going to be running their NEPA process, “or
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simlar state laws.” So, yeah, Nevada’'s equival ent of -- of
CEQA. And that’s -- that’s the basic law. And again, this
Power Point will be available to you on the website.

That is the parallel regulation. And it says
essentially the sane thing, so I’mnot going to -- |’ m not
going to go through that again. But the -- the key thing is
that for those portions of the project |ocated outside of
California they' Il be dealt with in that NEPA process.

So again, the coordinated but separate process
wi th the NEPA action, the power plant as a connected action,
and for CEQA, for the power plant and those portions of the
linears that are located in California. So -- and | know |
went through that really fast. And again, those PowerPoints
will be available. W’I| stick around as |ong as you want
to ask questions later if you have questions on those | egal
i ssues, as well.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: Thank you, M. Harris.

MR. JENSEN:. Ken, |’ve just got a few nore.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: Onh. kay.

MR. JENSEN: | apol ogi ze.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: Keep goi ng.

MR JENSEN:. Just one |ast note. On the -- the
BLM NEPA process, just as update, we have -- the BLM has

issued a notice of intent. They will have public scoping
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nmeetings that are available on their website. W -- our
staff that -- that -- and afterwards | can give you nore
details, but there will be public information neetings on

Novenber 8th, 9th and 10th. And we can provide additiona
details. Those will be in -- one in Pahrunp, one in Jean,
and one in Boulder Cty. And those will be related to the
application filed by Valley Electric and our project as a
connected action.

So | wanted to nove into a few of the key issues
that | know a lot of the -- those in the audience and -- and
t he comm ssioner are going to be concerned with as we nove
forward, and so we wanted to address sone of themup front.

One of themis -- is water use. W are an entirely dry-
cool ed technol ogy. Oher technologies in solar and ot her
fields are -- have used wet cooling. W are, to be clear, a
dry-cool ed cl ose-1oop system ad have been from-- fromthe
begi nni ng of our technol ogy devel opnment. And again, that
uses air instead of water to condense the steam It
represents 90 -- 90 percent | ess water when conpared to a
traditional wet-cooling plant.

For the Hdden Hills project we're -- we're --
we're limting our water use to 140 acre feet per year for
operations, and 280 acre feet per year during construction
for two years. And you can see on the chart sone

conparative water use for different types of technol ogies.
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We’'d also like to address the tower height. As |
descri bed prior, we’'re proposing a 750-foot tower. And
this -- this slide attenpts to -- to denonstrate why that is
the case. You can see with the exhibit on the left that has
the shorter tower, when the sun reflects off the -- the
surface of the heliostats those mrrors have to be pl aced
farther apart or far apart so that you don’'t get what we
call blocking. So the blocking is when one mrror bl ocks
the other fromreflecting the surface onto the top of the
tower. So that forces the mrrors to -- to separate.

The exhibit on the right shows a tower taller.
And so it shows with that better angle of the sun's
reflection to the top of the tower you can actually bring
the heliostats closer together. So the advantage of this,
as | provided input, | believe on the bus, I'll repeat sone
of the statistics, as conpared to our previous technol ogy at
| vanpah, |vanpah was -- is roughly 3,800 acres and produces
roughly 370 nmegawatts of power, or will produce 370
megawatts of power. This project as proposed is roughly
3,200 acres and planned at 500 nmegawatts. So the negawatts
produced per acre is -- is significantly higher. And
that -- that is mainly attributed to the -- to the
addi tional tower height. And the tower height at |vanpah is
just under 500 feet. So with the addition of 250 feet

you' re getting significantly |less footprint.
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You'll see fromthe -- fromthe docunentation
that’s provided on the CEC s website that we have conpl eted
several of the -- the environnental reviews or the -- the
surveys, and | wanted to wal k through a couple of those real
qui ckly.

As Jeff described, we have done Desert Tortoise
surveys. W -- we only found two Desert Tortoise on --
wi thin the project boundary. There are no other federal or
state threatened or endangered species onsite that we -- we
found. W area conducting CGol den Eagl e surveys, which
are -- which are helicopter surveys, and we’ll follow up
wi th pedestrian surveys in 2012. W'’ ve conpl eted Burrow ng
OM surveys, and those results are in the reports. Bats,
we’ ve done sone initial nonitoring and will be doing
addi ti onal bat nonitoring.

Botany, t are no federal -state threatened or
endangered pl ant species found onsite. There are speci al
status plants that were identified, and al so can be found in
t he docunentation on the AFC

We have done -- we’ve conpleted a federal -state
waters analysis. W’'re into the process with the Army Corps
or Engineers. W expect a determ nation fromthem shortly.

W’ ve been at it since January 2011 and -- and are getting
sonme prelimnary indication, but expect full feedback from

them shortly. And we’'re entering the state consultation
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for -- for the -- the state waters imediately follow ng the
Arny Cor ps.

| wanted to hit the socioeconomics a little bit.
W -- | won’t read through all the slides. [I’'Il hit -- 1"11
hit the key ones. During construction we expect at a peak
to enploy over 1,000 workers. During full operations we
expect to enploy from 100 to 120 full-time operations
positions. | won't read through the enpl oyee wages, but it
is a$2.7 billion investment. And so we expect the -- the
impacts to be felt on both sides of the border in a very
significant way.

This picture, I want to point out this picture. |
didn’'t have a chance earlier. Wen we do our -- our
hel i ostats placenents we do our best to install themwth
the native environnment intact. So this is a representation
of what we hope the plant, if approved and we nove forward,
woul d ook like in a native environment. So this is a
representation of the intent of trying to keep as nmuch of
the native vegetation intact as we can.

And that’s it.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: Thank you, M. Jensen.

Next, Ladies and Gentl enen, we woul d ask
California Energy Conm ssion staff to provide an overvi ew of
the comm ssion’s |icensing process and its role in review ng

t he proposed Hi dden Hills SEGS.
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So with that, M. Mnasmth, please.

MR MONASM TH. Al right. That’'s the wong way.
Yeah. Hello, everybody. Wile John's getting that up |1
i ntroduce nyself. M name is Mke Mmnasnith. |[|’ve been
with the Energy Comm ssion eight years next week, and | mnust
say that this is one of the largest crowds that |’ve seen at
one of these hearings. |1’'ve been -- | was the -- | had
Lynn’s job for four years. | was the associate public
advi ser before | went to the siting office to becone a
proj ect manager, so |’ve been to a nunber of these events
over the years. And this is by far the largest, considering
the rural nature of this community. So it’s very inpressive
and a testanment to the interest denonstrated here in Inyo
County. And it’s just very heartening to see everybody
here.

If you want to do it, John, I'Il just go through.

M ke Monasmith, Project Manager. |’mpart of a
team of about 45 scientists, engineers, planners, analysts,
support staff who will be reviewing this project for the
state on behalf of you. W received it, as Hearing Oficer
Celli mentioned earlier, on August 5th. W went through a
process of data adequacy which I'Il explain to you next, and
we’'re now in the process of discovery. Wy don't we go to
t he next slide?

Just to kind of give you -- and this has kind
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of -- we’ve been over it before, but the Energy Comm ssion
is the -- the go-to agency in the state. W license al
thermal -- which neans it has a heat conponent -- al

thermal -el ectric power plant 50 negawatts or |arger and al
related facilities or linears, transm ssion |ines, natural
gas, water, anything necessary for the project to operate,
as part of our review process. W are the |ead state agency
under CEQA. Qur license supplants others. W work with al
ot her regul atory agencies within the state. Qur license is
al | -enconpassi ng. Next slide please.

As | nentioned, the data adequacy is the first
phase that we undertake. It was a two-nonth process. W
filed -- they filed on August 5th. W then went through a
process of determning if the 1,000-plus page AFC,
application for certification, had all the required
information for us to do a review on about 22 different
techni cal disciplines, everything fromair quality to
bi ol ogi cal resources, cultural resources, |and use, traffic
and transportation, hazmat, and a nunber of engineering
di sci plines, water, waste managenent, worker safety, visual
resources, it’s very extensive.

And it took us about two nonths and we had to go
t hrough two di fferent rounds where the applicant would file
additional information before we felt satisfied that we had

what we needed to begin the 12-nonth review. Under |aw we
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had 12 nonths to review an AFC to make a determ nation at
the Energy Commi ssion. And so it took us about two nonths
to get all the informati on we needed. And at the Cctober
5th busi ness neeting the conm ssion deened the application
data adequate and the clock started, the 12-nonth cl ock
started.
And then we began discovery and analysis. So

we’'re now in the process of discovery and anal ysis which

i nvol ves a nunber of different phases. It began with an

i ssues identification report which we filed on Cctober 26th.
There shoul d be copies here. There' s also copies on the
website. Wthin that -- well, "Il talk a bit |later about
what the -- what was entailed within that issues
identification report. But initially it’s kind of a
forewarning to the conm ssioners, the decision makers, other
parties to this proceeding, and this public exactly what we
at the Energy Conm ssion, what staff feels will be sone of
the nore challenging issues in terns of schedule, in terns
of our analysis, in terns of fighting mtigation that we
find with this project as proposed.

We al so do data requests. Data requests are

of ficial questions that we ask of the applicant on those
different 21 technical disciplines. W issued our first
round of data requests on October 17th. It was 50 questions

focused on water, air quality, traffic and transportati on,

EHLERT BUSI NESS GROUP

(916) 851-5976




© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 00 N oo 0o M W N - O

35

vi sual resources, transm ssion, a nunber of different areas.

The applicant has 30 days to respond. So they’ re about two
weeks into it. W anticipate we'll get those responses back
within the next two weeks.

Tomorrow we’re going to file round two of data
request which will be primarily consisting of biological
resources, the larger nore conplex resource issues that we
will review

And then in the third week of Novenmber will come
the final first round, at |east, of data requests on -- on
bi ol ogi cal resources and cultural resources, which is also a
very conpl ex, involved and interesting area that we need to
ook into. We'Ill talk a bit about that a little bit |ater,
as wel | .

We conduct public workshops as part of that
di scovery process. In fact, a week ago today staff was here
in this roomw th our colleagues fromlnyo County. A nunber
of you were here. W tal ked about issues inportant to |Inyo
County, soci oeconom c issues, |land use issues, traffic and
transportation, fire safety, |law enforcenent, all issues
that inpact the county on a |ocal basis, and why those
i ssues are inportant and how this project would affect those
i Ssues.

W have -- we’ll have another workshop in the

third week of Novenber. And by the tinme this is all said
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and done after 12 nonths we’ll probably have at least 10 to
12 public workshops. They' re open. They're not formal I|ike
this. They' re not on the record. The conm ssioners
aren’t -- aren’t present. |It’s just staff, the applicant,
i nterveners, and other parties working through these issues
on an informal basis.

Utimately, at the end of the discovery process,
which is about five nmonths, we will issue our first
prelimnary staff assessment. Sonetinmes you'll -- you ve of

an environnental inpact report, which is kind of the

equi val ent, a CEQA docunent. W call it a staff assessnment.
It will be a nulti-volume report, and it will essentially
contain our analysis on those different -- on those 21

di fferent technical disciplines, our recomrendations, what
we found through the process of discovery, what we feel is
appropriate in terns of mtigation. It will be our
recomrendation to the deci sion makers on whether or not this
proj ect should be approved, and if so under what set of
conditions. That’s the prelimnary staff assessnment. That
will come out the first of March.

W' Il then have a big workshop right down here in
I nyo County again 30 days |later, and then we’ Il cone out
with the final staff assessnment the 1st of May, and that
will be our last final testinobny, our sworn testinony as

staff on what we feel about this project and what we feel
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the inmpacts woul d be and what our recommendations will be

for mtigation.

We'll then go fromthat process into the conmttee
evi dentiary hearing process where things will switch back to
the decision makers. And I’'ll go and show you a little bit

nore about how that will work. But then we actually go into
official hearings on the record with the court reporter. W
give our testinony. The applicant will provide their
response. Interveners will provide their response. W'l|
have witnesses. W’ Il be able to cross-examne. It’s kind
of simlar to a judicatory process, and that will happen
this summer. Next slide please.

Actually, let me -- we talked a bit about the
presi di ng menbers proposed decision. That sounds kind of
technical. But essentially the presiding nmenber is
Comm ssi oner Dougl as. The associ ate nmenber i s Conm ssioner
Peterman. Their decision, after they hear all the
wi tnesses, all the -- the staff testinony, the applicants,
they will then produce their decision, their decision
docunent. And that’s what is called a presiding nenbers
proposed decision. W’Ill have a hearing on that. W’II| do
t hat probably down here in Inyo County, as well. And that’s
their recomrendation to the full five nenber comm ssion who
t hen makes the decision on a final vote at a regularly

schedul ed busi ness neeting in Sacranmento. That will happen
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next fall. Yeah. Let’s go to the next one. Hit next.
There you go. Al right.

This is just basically what | tal ked about before
interns of a flowchart. W talked about data adequacy,
that we had the pre-filing and the neetings. It was filed
on August 5th. W did the data adequacy August -- QOctober
5th. We started discovery. That will happen this fall,
into the winter. All these parties will essentially be
doing analysis. W’I|l be doing analysis. W’I|l be working
wi th agencies like Inyo County and others that 1’1l actually
stipulate a bit later.

Then the hearings occur. That will happen this
sumer after we do a staff assessnment, which is our
recommendations. That will conme out, like |I said, 1st of
March, 1st of May at the final. And then the proposed
decision will be late summer. And the final decision wll

be 12 nonths fromthe tinme the data adequacy was. So

ideally fromthe next -- Cctober 5th, 2012 will be the final
deci sion, which will cone in Sacranento. So that’'s just
kind of -- there’s copies of this in the back, too. Al
right.

This is just a flow chart show ng how di scovery
works. In ternms of staff, we will -- we're a party. W --
the applicant is a party. The interveners and the public

al so have a role to play in this. The public adviser
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facilitates that. W work with | ocal agencies like Inyo
County and others. And together we are the ones that are
doing the investigation. W'’re doing our independent

anal ysis working with others, finding out what this project
is like, what the inpacts will be, and beginning to wite
our assessment or our recommendation to the decision makers.
Next slide.

Essentially what we do when we do this in terns of
our recomrendations, we’'ll look at all sorts of things. W
| ook at determning if the project is consistent with the
exi sting | aws, ordi nance, regul ations or standards,
sonmething we call LORS, existing |laws and ordi nances that
may exist in Inyo County, local jurisdictions. W go ahead
and we conduct our environnmental and engi neering anal yses on
those 21 different technical disciplines, finding out what
the inmpacts would be. W look at alternatives. W identify
mtigation. W do research on that.

And then we ultimately recomend conditions of
certification which essentially says if you' re going to
license this project you re going to do so under certain
sets of conditions, or conditions of certification. That
will be our recommendation to the decision makers. And that
will be enconpassed in the staff assessnent, the prelimnary
and the final staff assessment.

We facilitate agency and public participation in
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this entire process. |It’s very transparent. W’'re very
open about this. Everything is posted on our website. You
can call us up at any time. W can really count on |oca
participation and your reviews. For folks who know the area
per haps better than we do, as we do these analyses it’s very
i nportant that we have the processes back and forth.

Like | said, we produce the prelimnary and fi nal
staff assessnents. That will be in March and May. And
those all are recommendations to the conmttee, the decision
makers.

And then we go to the hearing process. And
really, the hearing process, the conmttee is really the
judge and jury at this process, they -- at this point. They
will -- we’'ll do hearings here. W’II| provide our input,

staff testinony, our sworn testinony. The applicant wll

provi de theirs, because they' |l have a point of view which
will not be ours. You can guarantee that they' Il be
different. Interveners will also have points of view and

t hey, too, may have testinony and may have w t nesses, and

they may want to cross-exam ne us. They nay want to cross-

exam ne the applicant. That will all take place in the --
in the -- during the evidentiary hearing process.
The public adviser will facilitate that between

the interveners and public comment, which counts. As Lynn

had stated earlier, there’'s a bit of a difference between
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i ntervener and public comment. They're all inportant but
there are differences. And the, of course, |ocal and state
agenci es can nmake direct appeals to the conmttee

t henmsel ves, and they will work through us. And the next
sl i de pl ease.

As we said, they will go ahead and they wl|l
issue -- after this entire process they will make their
deci sion, the presiding nenbers proposed decision. It wll
contain what they find, what they found to be conpelling
fromstaff, what they found to be conmpelling fromthe
applicant, interveners, whether they thought that the
project conplied with these |ocal ordi nances, whether they
Iiked the conditions of certification. They may or they may
not. They may change them They make them harsher. They
may meke them |l ess harsh. This is -- thisis all upto
the -- the conmi ssion, the comm ttee nenbers, the
gubernatorially appoi nted and senate approved commi ssi oners.
And they’' Il make their final decision to the full five-
menber body who will then have that final decision.

After a decision is made if the project is
approved it stays within the Energy Conm ssion and noves
over to our conpliance office where we nonitor and nake sure
all the conditions of certification -- this is what’s
happeni ng at |vanpah right now -- to make sure all the

conditions of certification are being net, that they' re
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being conplied with. If they' re not there’'s consequences
and fines that are applied upon the -- the project

proponent. And we followit all the through decomm ssioning
and closer. So it stays within the Energy Conm ssion al

the way through to the end.

W work, I'd |ike you to know, very extensively
with local, federal and state agencies here in Inyo County
wi th the Departnent of Planning, Departnent of Environnental
Health, the sheriffs’ departnment. W’ ve had a great working
relationship with Inyo County. W’'re very pleased with
that. Wth the Southern Inyo Fire District. Wth the Inyo
County Fire and the Pahrunp Fire and Rescue. W’ve -- |ike
| said, we were here |ast Thursday. W had really good
conversations with them |'mvery excited to be working
with themon this project.

W do a conplete air analysis. That will be
through the Great Basin Air Pollution Control District. W
wor k extensively with our resource agency sisters -- sister
agenci es on bi ol ogi cal resource issues, so California
Department of Fish and Ganre. We work with the |ocal Water
Quality Control Board on inpacts to water. And then we have
the federal -- our federal partners, as well, in the -- the
U S Fish and Wldlife service. W work with Bureau of Land
Managenment, Arny Corps of Engineers and others. Al of

t hese agencies are part of our process, and we work
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col | aboratively together in reviewing this -- this proposal.

This is just a map. | think everyone has seen
where this is and what it |ooks like. So if we could just
go to the next one.

The issues identification report that | mentioned
earlier, this was published on October 26th. This was an
early warning, essentially, fromstaff, our recomendations
to the -- to the comm ssioners, as well as others, on what
we see as the potential issues, where we see concerns, where
we think the focus should be. W basically |ook to see if
we think an issue is going to be difficult to mtigate, if
it’s going to have a significant inpact on the environnent,
if it’s going to be non-conpliance with LORS, if there's
going to be an issue.

For instance, Inyo County has a | aw or ordi nance
that’s going to be in non-confornmance with that. W’re
al ready finding these issues in terns of land use. And if
there’s going to be conflicts with parties where we see that
it’s going to be difficulty in getting through the 12-nonth
process. W -- we kind of alert everyone to that early on.
And t hose, again, those copies are available. They' re on
our website. And I'mgoing to talk in just a few about sone
of the main topics that -- that were enconpassed in the
i ssues identification report. W can go to the next one,

John.
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The main ones we found, biological resources,
cul tural resources, socioeconomcs as it relates to | aw
enforcenent and response tine for fire and safety issues,
wat er resources, and visual resources. These are the top 5
of the 21 that we | ooked at that we -- we kind of singled
out and we wanted to talk a bit about and alert you, as well
t he conm ssioners, to themtoday.

In terns of biological resources, it’'s a large
site, 3,200 acres. Desert Tortoise is a federal and state
protected species. It’s a good Desert Tortoise habitat, at
least it seenms to be initially. W’'re not finding a | ot of
tortoi ses out there, at |east surveys don't find them so
far. But we’'re certainly concerned about this issue. W'’re
concerned about Gol den Eagl es, avian issues, Burrowing OM,
special status plants. All these are things that we are
| ooki ng at, questions that will be included in these data
requests that cone out tonorrow. And in two weeks will be
the first kind of round of issues that we consider
inmportant. And we’'re going to ask the applicant to explain
in better and nore detail where we see these inpacts and how

t hese i ssues m ght be resol ved.

Utimately, there will be nmulti-agency mtigation
devel opnment plan that will have to be put into place in
terns of 3,200 acres that will be taken out and -- and used

inthis industrial facility. How we deal with that
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mtigation, how that is devel oped, how the conpensatory
mtigation package is ultimately put together that involves
a nunber of resource agencies is sonmething that’s going to
be tinme consumng. It takes a |ot of coordination and worKk.
And all of that is something that we need to -- to be weary
of as it’s going to potentially inpact schedul e.

In terns of cultural resources, again, a |large
site. Not a |ot known about what actually exists out there.
There are clearly issues inportant to Native Americans and
tribal concerns. W’ ve already had a couple of neetings
with some of the tribal representatives, one on August 2nd.
W' re hearing themloud and clear in ternms of sacred site
i ssues that exist in the Pahrunp Valley. That’s sonething
that we're obviously very sensitive to. W’IlIl continue to
| ook at that clearly and how we potentially mtigate those
potentially significant issues will be sonmething that’s
i mportant. Next one.

Soci oeconom cs, again, given the rule of nature
and the limted resources that exist within this comunity,
the fact of how |l aw enforcenment is dealt wi th, how energency
responders, first responders, fire and safety are dealt with

are inportant to us. They' re inportant to Inyo County and

the local -- the local districts. W clearly want to nake
sure that we’'re working with you to understand the -- the
impacts this project will have on those resources and how
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they need to be augnented potentially if this project is to
be approved, and what set of conditions would -- would all ow
for that.

And then water, | think we tal ked about already.
We obviously realize the water in a ground water basin that
is -- is clearly in -- in overdraft right now, dropping, how
this project, even though it’s a relatively small anount of
water, it’s 140 -- 140 acre feet -- acre foot. It’'s about
325,000 gal |l ons, enough for a famly of four for a year. So
140 acre feet a year is not a lot conpared to the water that
sonme of the projects we’ve licensed in the past use. But
it’s still, given the nature, given the desert, given the
groundwat er in existence, given the fact a | ot of people
have wells and they' re worried and concerned about that,
it’s totally something that we’'re going to be concerned
about, as well. So we’'re asking a |ot of questions about
this. W’Ill be workshopping this issue. And it’s one that
will ultimately have to be mtigated.

And then visual resources. This is very |arge.
These power towers are very large, 750 feet tall. And we
will be | ooking at key observation points on both the
California and Nevada side of the border on how the inpacts
will be felt fromthis project and how those inpacts will be
mtigated.

This is our proposed schedule |I think I talked a
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bit about. W not only do these workshops, we also file
periodic status reports. So we’'ll be filing status reports
to the commttee that will be nade avail able to everyone
here on how things are progressing on the schedule, how --
how our work is going, what kind of problens we're
encountering, how our multi-agency collaboration is noving.
So basically here we will have a nunber, |like a said, a

nunber of data requests that are going to be com ng out in

t he next couple weeks. W' Il have a status report the first
of January. W’ Il have a big workshop in md-January.
W'l do a second report in md-February before we get to

the prelimnary staff assessnent publication on April --
excuse nme, March 1. Actually, | have it on Leap Year it’s
goi ng to be publi shed.

And then we’ll do a workshop after that, probably
anot her status report so that ultimtely you guys will know
what’s going on. A final staff assessnment com ng out the
1st of May. And then everything gets turned over to the
committee because they really set that schedule in terns of
heari ngs, when their presiding nenbers proposed deci sion
will come out, and the final decision, that will be theirs
to set, not staff.

Contact nunbers are next if you need to get a hold
of -- oh, this is also inportant to note, neeting the

proposed schedul e, our 12-nmonth schedule, is really
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dependent on a nunber of factors, how responsive the
applicant is when they answer our questions or when they
provide their data responses, if those are comng in a
tinmely fashion, how our collaborative efforts with other
agenci es goes, you know, our work with resol ving outstandi ng
i ssues, how that proceeds, getting the staff assessnent
published on time. W do a pretty good job at the Energy
Comm ssion in neeting our -- our 12-nonth nandate. W
average a little over 12 nonths. W take that
responsibility seriously as staff. And there’s a |ot of
factors that go into neeting the schedule. And sonetines we
are unable to neet it exactly but we definitely try our

best .

These are the contacts. You know the committee
here. This is the one to renenber, these two here. You can
contact ne, the project manager, if you have any questions,
or Lynn Sadler. Either of us will help you. W’Il get you
pl ugged into the process and keep you aware of what’s going
on.

So again, it’s really good to see everyone out
there, and we | ook forward to working with you over the next
ten nonths. There's copies of the -- of the PowerPoint in
the back if anyone needs it. So thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: Thank you, M. Monasmth.

So the first thing I’mgoing to ask the parties is
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to pl ease renenber to docket your PowerPoints so that nakes
it into the adm nistrative record.

| have sonme questions for -- before we get on to
public conment | wanted to -- I've -- | want to make the
first observation that this, it looks to ne |like we’'re going
to need a bigger room W’re pretty full here. And if --
if interest remains at this |level then we nay need to
consi der a bigger venue than this -- this place. And I
don’t know where that would be. So it be good to get sone
i nput on that.

MR HARRI'S: Nevada.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: Nevada? Ckay.

(OFf m ke comrents fromthe public not transcribed.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: Okay. So if you -- you
would talk to M. Mnasmth on that, M ke Mnasnmth, that
woul d be great. And notice how | del egate that.

MR. HARRI S: Maybe the state |ine.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: Yeah. | wanted to ask --
getting to that question, maybe M. Ratliff -- and by the
way, that’s -- Dick Ratliff over here is staff counsel for
staff. He’s their attorney. W’re -- we’'re trying to
understand how we’'re going to deal with the multi-agency
aspect of this, especially the BLM and the feds, given the
different timng and so forth.

How is that going to affect the PSA, the FSA? How
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are you going to deal with the linears that over in Nevada
in the PSA and the FSA? And the PSA and the FSA, folKks,
is -- PSAis the prelimnary staff assessnent, and the FSA
is the final staff assessnent. That’'s what staff is going
to be working on putting together a report.

MR. RATLIFF:. As the counsel for the applicant
showed in their slides, there is an exception in CEQA for
projects or elements of projects that are out of state. And
so staff will not be analyzing linears that are in Nevada.

On the other hand, the BLM has an obligation when
it does its environnental analysis for the linears in Nevada
to | ook at the connected action of the power plant project
itself. So BLMw ||l be considering the project inits nore
conplete self. But the Energy Comm ssion staff will not be
anal yzing the |inears.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: So if --

MR RATLIFF: And it will not affect our schedul e
at all.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: That’'s -- that’s really
the question. | renenber in -- and just, folks, M ke
Monasm t h probably has nore experience dealing with the BLM
t han anybody at the Energy Commi ssion. And the federal
system has certain | onger deadlines than we do. And it
didn't really fit very well, their schedul e and our

schedul e, when we were dealing with the ARRA projects in the
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desert.
And so ny main question is: Are we dependent on
the BLM for information in order to finish the FSA or the

PSA or any other agency in having to do with the linears,

and how are you going to deal with that? Is that -- are we
going to have a blank -- are we going to have no linears in
t he FSA?

MR. RATLIFF:. Well, staff always | ooks at
downstream transmi ssion i npacts. And so we will be getting
at sone point an inpact analysis for the transm ssion. And
| mean -- when | nean that | nean the electrical
consequences of adding generation at this point and novi ng
it to another point, and what sort of secondary inpacts
m ght conme out of that. Like for instance, the construction
of new transm ssion |ines or the reinforcenment of
transm ssion lines. So those things we will consider if
they’re in the State of California.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: GCkay. Thank you. And did
you have any other questions for staff or applicant?

COW SSI ONER DOUGLAS:  No.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: Gkay. Then with that, the
only other thing | wanted to nention is we’'ve received -- so
that really, we’'re all out of questions with regards of
i ssues identification. |’mmaking sure that's true. Yes.

Then let’s get on to the schedule. W talked --
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we received the schedule fromboth the applicant and staff.
They’ re essentially the sane schedule. And really the only
guestion | had, again, was whether the federal analysis was
going to sl ow down our process. It |ooks pretty anbitious
to be able to get a PSA out by the end of February, but that
woul d be a great thing.

So what will happen, Ladies and Gentl enen, just so
you know, is based on -- since | have -- there’s no rea
issue with regard to the schedule; right? Then what w ||
happen is the conmittee will issue a scheduling order within
the next -- well, before Novenber 18th, because it has to be

wi thin 15 days of today’s hearing. So what the schedul e

will explain is what has to happen by when. These are --
schedul es are -- you know how they say rules are neant to be
broken? Schedul es are very difficult often tinmes to -- to

stick with. Sonetinmes there’ s slippage for whatever reason
and we may have to revise the schedule as we go. It al
depends on factors, how the anal ysis goes, what sort of

bunps in the road they m ght encounter.

W are -- this is as early in the stage as we
could possibly be. It’'s our first participation in this as
a commttee. And so I'm-- I'mtelling you that up front

because peopl e shouldn’t feel, you know, bound by these
dates. They're -- they’'re sort of guidelines and go-for,

and we’ Il see how we do, we’'ll see how the parties do.

EHLERT BUSI NESS GROUP

(916) 851-5976




© 00 N oo o B~ wWw N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M W N+ O

53

Again, | want to really encourage those of you who
are thinking of intervening, talk to Lynn Sadler, and do it
early. Because once the train |l eaves the station it’s gone
and we do not go back. And if you cone in |late we don’t --
we don’t go back and try to rehash matters that we’ve
al ready cover ed.

So with that, if there’s nothing further from

applicant --

MR HARRIS: Just --

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: M. Harris, go ahead.
You're still not on. | think it’s being hidden by the
little -- the nylon cover. There's -- there’'s alittle --

okay. Wy don’t you go to the podi um

Fol ks, just to rem nd everybody, the reason we’'re
doing all -- we’'re nmaking such a big deal about the
m crophones is that everything that’s being said is being
taken down and there’s a pernmanent record. W have a court
reporter here today. And so in order for whatever is being
said to make the record it has to nake it into the
m cr ophone.

So go ahead, M. Harris.

MR. HARRI S: Yeah. A nuch bigger production than
| thought they were going to have here.

Just one note for the conm ssioners. One of the

| essons learned fromthe -- the ARRA process, the
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recommendation fromthe industry was nore frequent
interaction with the commttee. And in that connection we
may be asking for status conferences a little earlier than
you' re typically going to see them | just want to bring it
up, nunber one, to let you know that. And nunber two, to

| et you know that it doesn’'t necessarily signal a problem --

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: Right.

MR HARRIS: -- in the proceeding. 1It’s not like
we come to | oggerheads and we need to neet. But that is one
techni que that we’ve taken to heart. And we'll probably be
asking if we can do that by tel econference or otherw se, to
make it low inpact. So --

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: W would have to -- we'd
have to notice it, of course. And we would -- | fit it into
the schedule. Let ne ask you this, M. Harris, how-- this
i s Novenber. You know, you’'re going to have to get through
some wor kshops between now and Christrmastinme. Wat do you
think we should do for a first status conference, January,
February?

MR JENSEN. January.

MR HARRIS: Well, | think January woul d probably
make sense for a | ot of reasons, including being right after
the holidays. There' s sonme data requests that |’ m sure
we' |l be enjoying over the holidays on our side. And it

gives staff a little bit of tinme to | ook at those. So
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January is probably a good tine.
HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: End of January?
MR. HARRI' S: Yeah, end of January.
HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: And then we will probably

set it up as a nonthly -- nonthly status conference.
MR. HARRIS: Yeah. | think that would be
frequently -- frequent enough. And again, we would be glad

to do that via tel econference. Because | know your
schedul es are pretty crazy, too, so --

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: Yeah. W’I| set it up and
we w Il notice them So thanks for bringing that up.

And -- and that raises another point that 1'd |ike
to make while | have all of the public here. | want to,
first of all, thank all of you for being here. It’s a |ot
better to have you here than on the phone. There are people
on the phone right now and they can’'t speak because | have
themon nute. So it’s a lot better to be here in person.
|’mgoing to unnute themin a nonment when we get to public
coment .

But 1’ ve been doing this now enough tines to see
that you really can’t count on electronics. Things seemto
al ways go wong. People can’t hear. Sone m ke or other
doesn’t work. And it’s just better here to in public -- in
person. So thank you again for being here.

About these status conferences that we were just
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tal king about, the odds are we will have themin Sacranento,
not down here. But right now -- and you won’t be able to
see it, but right noww are -- in our notice we noticed

this thing called WbEx, We-b-E-x, which is a sort of

tel econferencing software that we use. And you get to --
our neetings, you can listen in. You can hear it and see
any docunents that we put up on your conputer. So we would
probably handl e status conference by way of WebEx. So you
can participate by hearing it on the phone, which is what
peopl e are doi ng now.

So if there's anything -- without anything further
from Applicant or Staff, | would go to public coment next.
|’mgoing to tell you how we’re going to proceed.

Fol ks, first 1’'mgoing to call the people on the
phone.

COW SSI ONER DOQUGA.AS: 1’11 do the cards.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: Do you want to make a
comment before | get to that?

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: \What are we doing? W're

on public comrents?

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: Yeah. [1'm-- we're about
to do the public comment. |1’mgoing to get to the phone
peopl e.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Al right. Good idea.
kay.
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So just briefly, as we nove into the public
comment part of the agenda, | wanted to agree with M.
Harris that frequent status conferences prove to be very
valuable. And so we’'ll -- we'll definitely make that
happen.

| also wanted to note that | do appreciate the
schedule. So let’s certainly try to keep it.

And finally, for the menbers of the public who are
here, | wanted to say a bit nore about the role of public
comment in our process. You ve heard earlier -- thank you.
You’ ve heard earlier, public cormment can not be used to
prove a fact. And when a fact is at issue in the case, if
there -- if there is argunment about facts as there often
are, public conment does not in itself prove or allow us
determ ne or find one way or the other, but it’s very
inmportant to us, and it’s inportant in many ways. And |’]|
gi ve you sone exanpl es.

Maki ng public comrent early in the process, such
as many of you will be doing today, is an opportunity to
rai se i ssues that are of inportance to the community and to
the people in the vicinity of the project. And so if -- if
enough peopl e stand up or even one person stands up and
says, for exanple, water is very, very inmportant -- | expect
that we' |l hear that -- that can be a nmessage to staff and

that can be a nmessage to the applicant to nmake sure that
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they really do their work in that area.

| f sonmebody stands up and questions a net hodol ogy
for a certain kind of survey or sonething el se, again, very
useful, very hel pful, especially early in the process.

Public comrent al so hel ps the commi ssi on when we
have the job of weighing evidence and trying to detern ne
which facts ultimtely becone nore inportant than other
facts. Also, to the extent that we reach the point of
needi ng to consider potentially any overrides of
environnmental issues, again, this is an area where your
voi ces cone through to us, and what you have to say is very
i nportant and can inpact directly on the case.

So | really appreciate you being here and | | o0k
forward to hearing fromyou

Have -- have you unmuted the phones?

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: 1’ m just about to.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Al right. Go ahead.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: | wanted -- | wanted you
to proceed.

Thank you, Comm ssioner, for that clarification.

So what we’re going to do now in public comment is
first we’'re going to take the people on the phone. Then
we’'re going to take the people who are present in the roonis
comment s.

For the people on the phone, right now they' re
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muted. |’mabout to unmute them call their name, and --
and take their coment. And hopefully we’'ll be able to hear
t hem

For the people in the room Comm ssioner Dougl as
is going to -- you're going to -- will be reading off the
cards. She'll call your nane. W need you to conme up to
t he podi um and speak clearly and directly into the
m crophone and make your comment that way.

So with that 1"mgoing to unnmute everybody --

UNI DENTI FI ED PUBLI C MEMBER: |Is there a tine limt
on conment s?

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: You know, given -- usually
we -- we don't nake it hard and fast. W’ re going to ask
everybody to try to keep your coments to about three
mnutes if you can, two or three mnutes, get to the point.

Oten times with a crowd this big what will start happening
is people will start saying the sanme thing over and over and
over again. So if you have sonething to say that sonebody
al ready said you can just say | agree with what Bob just
said, but | also want to say these other things that are
different than what Bob just said, so we can just hear what
you have to say. Okay.

|’ mgoing to unnute a coupl e of peopl e whose nanes
| recogni ze because | don't think they really need to nmake a

comment. Jeff Leosch, Jeff, can you hear nme, Jeff Leosch?
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MR. LEOCSCH:. Yeah, I’mhere. Can you hear ne?

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: Yes. Did you wish to nake
a coment ?

MR. LECSCH: No. [I’mjust listening in today.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: Thank you. Ckay. |I'm
going to mute Jeff again. He's an Energy Conm ssion staffer
so | recogni zed his nane.

Kelly WIllianms, |’mgoing to unnute you now.
Kelly WIlianms, can you hear nme?

M5. WLLIAMS: Yes. | have not comment.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: GCkay. Thank you.

Sonetimes, folks, just so you know, these are
peopl e associated with the applicant or staff and they' re
just listening in.

Now | have a group of people who have called in,
and l"'mgoing to nmute -- unnute everybody.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: What about G eg Suba?

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: Greg Suba wants -- but
he’s on a different |ine because he called back in. So |
have to unnute everybody.

Greg Suba, are you there?

MR SUBA: | am

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: Please, go ahead. You
have the fl oor.

MR. SUBA: Thank you. Hello, everyone. M is
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Greg Suba. And ny title is the Conservation Program

Director for an Organi zation called California Native Pl ant

Soci et y.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: Greg, excuse ne. Do you
know -- Grey, can you hear ne? You're -- you're not com ng
t hrough very clearly. |If you re on a speaker phone we’ll

need you to pick up your handset and speak directly into it
because we’re not getting good audio from you.

MR. SUBA: Let’s see, is that any better?

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: A hundred percent. Thank
you. Go ahead.

MR. SUBA: Ch. GCkay. All right. 1’mjust going
to go through this. Well, anyway, | just wanted to say |
appreciate the opportunity to nmake coments. And |
understand there’s further opportunities to engage nore
formally as an intervener.

I1’d like to make a few statenents regarding the
plant life that is found at the project site. And | totally
agree with M. Celli’s comment that being present face to
face is hel pful, but hopefully whoever is listening wll
bear with ny di senbodi ed voi ce over the phone.

Bui | ding energy, solar energy in the United States
and around the world is and will continue to be a great
thing, full of prom se and benefit for our generation and

future generations. And in needing to consider how we
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achi eve nore solar and wind and other types of energy, it

has to go hand in hand with needing to consider how we
preserve the natural world where we put these projects. |I'm
tal king about the aninmals and plants, air, water, soil and
such that we encounter. And | know that the project
applicant has taken great steps to start to address that.

|’d like to just nake three conments regardi ng sone of the

pl ants that | understand have been found on the project

site.

One of the plants listed in the AFC, nym | kfich
(phonetic), is a plant that’s known to occur in very few
places, in Uah and in Nevada. And it’s considered rare in
both those states.

The Hidden Hills’ report docunments the first
recordings of this plant in California. And this underlines
two inmportant points. First, new information about rare
pl ants or animals occur, as it becones known, we have to
assess and recal cul ate where they occur along a spectrum of
what we consider rare and what we consider conmon. At first
glance this nym | kfilch plant appears to be a plant that is
rare everywhere that it is found, in Uah, in Nevada, and
i ncluding now in California.

Second, nmuch of the desert continues to be a
terra-incognita, or an undi scovered country in terns of

plants and other life forns that mght be living out in the
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desert. There is -- that’'s because nmuch of the desert has
yet to be surveyed in any systematic nmanner. And new
projects will reveal new biological information, and that’s
a very exciting fact.

Howe we deal that information is an inportant part
of what this process is about. And sone of this new
i nformati on can represent a challenge in project planning.
As a community of people we have a responsibility to these
chal | enges by acknow edgi ng this new i nfornmati on,
integrating it into project plans, and maki ng appropriate
deci sions that take measures to satisfy both our human needs
and the requirenents for the continued exi stence of the
other life forms and their habitats.

Lastly, the last thing | want to say, is that
several of the plants listed in the Botanical section,
Chapter 5.2 of the AFC, the report, appear in a few places
in California, but do occur nore generally outside, in
nei ghboring states. Based on the information available to
date inpacts to the plants that occur in very few places in
California represent a threat to the continued exi stence of
t hese species within California. Should the California
popul ation cease to thrive we run the risk of extricating,
that is wiping out these plants from California.

Qur organi zation will examne this project and its

inmpacts and will work with the applicant and agenci es,
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particularly those agenci es whose mssions are to be the
stewards of our state’s natural resources to ensure that
we’'re not brokering the extrication of the species from
California while building such a project. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: Thank you. He's fromthe
California Native Plant Society.

Greg Suba, thank you for your comrents.

Phil Lyle, are you still on the phone?

MR. LYLE: Right here. W’re just |istening.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: GCkay. So you didn’t --
you didn’'t wish to make a comment, M. Lyle?

MR. LYLE: W don’t have any.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: Gkay. Thank you. Lastly,
Ladi es and Gentl enen, one of the funny things about -- and
|’ mtal ki ng about the people on the phone, this -- the WbEx
that you use, if you just call in but don’t use your
conputer it doesn't get -- identify who you are. So | have
a couple of people left on the phone, call-in user nunber
four and call-in user nunber six. | can’'t get nore
information than that. |If you wish to make a public conment
woul d you pl ease speak up? Is there anyone on the tel ephone
now who would |i ke to nmake a public comment, please speak up
and identify yourself. Anyone? kay. Hearing none, then
|’ mgoing to go back to nute all

And with that, Conm ssioner Dougl as, please.
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COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Al right. Well, thank you
for bearing with us through that.

Now I’ Il call up Larry Levy, Acting Fire Chief for
the Southern Inyo Fire Protection Fire Protection District.

MR. LEVY: Thank you. Larry Levy. 1’ve been a
resident here for about 15 years. | have sonmewhat of an
overview on the capabilities of enmergency response in the
area. |I'mcurrently enployed as a firefighter-nechanic with
Amar gosa Vol unteer Fire Departnent, which is a nmutual aid
agency to the north of our fire district here. | also
vol unteer with Nye County Energency Services as a trainer,
and on the South Nye County Hazmat Team And | amthe
acting fire chief here in Southern Inyo Fire Protection
District.

Qur district is about 1,250 square mles with
fewer than 500 residents. W survive on a pretty m nina
parcel fee that we collect. W do not get at this point any
portion of the one percent dollar in tax. That all goes to
the county and the state for schools and the Iike.

So we -- we actually, as things stand right now,
|l ook to be losing a little bit of funding because all of the
parcel s that we now get an individual fee fromare going to
be consolidated into a single parcel. W scrape by barely
on what we do get fromour parcel taxes. Most of our

equi pnent, you can see across the street, is not yet housed
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indoors. It is outdoors and -- and suffers fromit.

| can not speak for the board, but | |ook forward
to this project bringing a benefit to the area. But as we
stand right now we do not have the capability of supporting
an energency response, either nedical or fire, the activity
that’s proposed. W would |Iove to gear up and ranmp up to do
that but we’'re going to need sonme help in doing that,
whether it cones fromthe county fromthe taxes that they
wi Il derive, or whether it cones
fromthe project directly, we're going to need sonme hel p.
And if you don't believe that | have raffle tickets for sale
to benefit the fire district. Anybody can cone see ne
af terwar ds.

But we get by on that very mnimal parcel tax. It
took us for ballot neasures with our |ocal residents to get
t hat nmeasure passed for sonething around $70,000 a year. So
we're going to need to gear up in equipnent, in personnel,
and especially in training. But we |ook forward to working
with all parties.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Thank you. Thank you.

MR. LEVY: Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Fire safety and energency
response are part of the environnmental -- part of the review
that staff will be doing, and I'’msure they’' ||l be working

closely with you.
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Ted Farson? | have a card from Ted Farson. |[f
he’s not in the roomI’Il just -- I’'Il -- it’s okay. [I'1I
call himlater.

Eddie Jin? Eddie Jim are you here? And he’s
fromthe Pahrunp Paiute Tribe.

MR JIM Hello, ny nane -- ny nane is Eddie Jim

|’mw th the Pahrunp Paiute Tribe. |’ m opposed -- opposed
to this project, nostly because of water issues. |[|’ve lived
in the Pahrunmp Valley for over 50 yeas. |’ve seen how our
wat er has dwi ndl ed. Water used to run like the -- all over

t he pl ace above ground. And as nore people noved in the

waters got dry, wells had to be dug deeper, and they're

still being dug deeper. | don’t think we can sustain the
water issue. It is -- it is just getting dryer and dryer
out there. And even the animals, they used to have -- drink

out of these streans, have to go other places, nostly in the

nount ai ns.

So -- and | think this project is going to be an
eyesore. It’s -- the towers don’t |look too attractive to
ne.

And as for native culture issues, | think that
will -- we’'ll have a nmeeting on that next Decenber, which

don’t want to bring up here because there’s sonme sensitive
i ssues there.

So |l will sign off here. And other -- | hope
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there’s other native tribes out there that get on the
bandwagon with the Paiute Tri be and oppose this issue --

i ssue of the solar project. | hope sone tribes in Inyo
County and surrounding areas will join the bandwagon. Thank
you.

COWM SSI ONER DOUG.AS: Thank you. Thanks for
bei ng here.

Curt Ledford, Valley Electric Association.

MR LEDFORD: Good afternoon, Ladies and
Gentl enmen, and thank you for this opportunity to speak. 1'm
Curt Ledford, general counsel for Valley Electric
Associ ation. For those of you that don’t know us, we're a
nonprofit cooperative |ocated in Pahrunp, Nevada. W serve
a large portion of the southern and central rural Nevada, as
wel | as portions of California.

We support this project. W think that this is a
fantasti c approach to renewabl e generation. And we support
renewabl e generation as a whole, as a cooperative, as -- as
a global part of a future power schene for the -- for the
region as a whole and for the nation.

Val l ey El ectric has been nentioned a coupl e of
times today as providing the linears, as that termis being
described, coming in and out of the project. W currently
have an SF-299 with the BLM studying the corridors of where

this energy will ultimately flow, as well as studying al nost
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3,000 nmegawatts of renewable energy in our service area, our
service territory of which this project is a part.

So we would |like to thank the applicant for
their -- for their willingness to work with the cooperative
and willingness to neet with us on a regular basis. And we
hope that you approve this project.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Thank you.

MR. LEDFORD: Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Thanks for being here.

Kevin Enerrick, are you here?

MR. EMERICK: Hi. Thanks. M nane is Kevin
Enerick, and I’mgoing to speak as a resident of Nye County
and sonmebody who is concerned about very |arge energy
projects that are being proposed like this. | have a
general concern about water. | think this project, 140 acre
of feet of water a year is a high volune of water in an area
that is overdrafted. And | worried how that wll
curul atively inpact areas surroundi ng possibly the Amargosa
Ri ver, and generally the Death Vall ey Regi onal Aquifer.

|’ mworried about, too, that you' ve got a |ot of
mrrors here. You're going to require a lot of mrror
washi ng. You ve got a lot of dry |lakes. And blow ng w nd
tends to make that accunulate. So |I'’mjust worried about
the ultinmate totals of water use that are going to be used

her e.
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" mal so worried about the visual resources.
realize that the footprint on the ground has been reduced,
but in effect the towers have been increased in height. So
that’s going to have a very cunul ative inpact on the
surroundi ng wi | derness and conservation areas, and that w ||
be visible both in the daytinme, because it will be very
reflective, and in the nighttinme, and not only froma hei ght
of, what, 750 feet, but fromthe reflective flash-glare
effect of a lot of the mirrors depending on what altitude
you' re looking at it fromthe w | derness areas.

| know t here have been Col den Eagl e nests found
around here and there are towers in that area that are very
hi gh.

And | also want to nention on visual via the
flashing red aviation lights that will have the nighttine
i npacts of the area, as well.

And so overall | just want to say, in spite of the
fact that it’s located on private land I'’mworried that a
project of this size is going to have a very negative
curul ative i npact on several valuable resources in the area.
And so | am opposed to it for that reason. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Thank you for your
comments. You know, we’'re definitely hearing | oud and cl ear
the importance of both water and visual as -- as has been

brought up in comrents.
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Bri an Brown, Amargosa Conservancy.

MR. BROMN: Yes. Thank you. M nane is Brian
Brown. |1’mthe resource advocate with the Anmargosa
Conservancy. W are a local nonprofit group that is
dedi cated to the protection of the |land, water and beauty of
this bi-state Amargosa Region. |I'’malso a |oca
busi nessman, a fourth generation resident of the area, and a
| and owner here.

Qur organi zation has played a key role in the
designation of the Arargosa as a wild and scenic river in
2009. W’'re also actively involved in review ng and
approval s of renewabl e energy projects in our region.

The Amargosa Conservancy supports appropriately
sited and mtigated renewabl e energy generation, including
| ocation in the eastern Myjave Desert. But we are quite
concerned about water use, as everyone else is. The affect
on desert species, overdevel opnent, inpairnment, public
health and safety issues.

Qur principal concern about the Hidden Hills is
the ground water punping issue. The plant site in Pahrunp
Valley is close to the small community of Charl eston View
and is in the Amargosa River Water Shed. 1It’s also known as
the Death Vall ey Regional Flood System This system has
been regionally nodeled by the U S. Geol ogi cal Survey.

They -- there are nodeling efforts out there.
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The Amargosa River and it’s springs and stream
tributaries and associ ated wetl ands are whol |y dependent
upon groundwat er, which the USGS nodel shows fl ow ng
primarily in a northeast to southwest direction from Nevada
into California. However, the scale of this nodel is very
| arge. And the underlying geology and hydrol ogy of the area
is conplex, and it’s not really well understood.

Groundwater to serve the facility to be punped --
is to be punped froman alluvial aquifer in the Pahrunp
Val l ey which is recharged by precipitation falling on the
Spring Mouuntains. The USGS regional nodel shows that this
aquifer in the Pahrunp Valley Basin is hydrol ogically
connected to this Amargosa system over here.

As you know, the Pahrunp Valley Basin from which
Hidden Hills facilities will be withdrawing water is nostly
| ocated in Nevada. And water rights in that basin,
according to the Nevada state engineer, are significantly
over-appropri ated, and these rights exceed the sustainable
wi t hdrawal |evel by a large margin. And California does not
regul ate groundwat er punpi ng outsi de of adjudi cated basins
as Nevada does.

W think that the coordination between California
and Nevada federal and state agencies involved in a mjor
project in the Amargosa Water Shed shoul d be inproved, nore

comuni cation, putting all of the agencies, this being a
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conpl ex, conplicated project that it is. The short-term
groundwat er nodeling that BrightSource has submitted with
it’s application is -- we feel is not adequate. The effects
of groundwat er punping can often take a very long tine to
propagat e t hroughout an aquifer, and once detected it is
usually too late to renedy the situation. And noreover, we
have to assunme that this facility, once built, will be
essentially permanent or replaced by other future facilities
in the future.

In our view the comm ssion nust require the
acqui sition of additional data and the inposition of a
carefully designed nonitoring, nodeling and mtigation
programto avert long-termrisk to the wild and scenic
Amargosa River and it’s tributaries.

Essentially, as you ve heard over and over, the
water is the key issue here. And if the project is to nove
forward we feel that -- that a good nonitoring systemto
alert us if sonething is going wong as soon as possi bl e,
that will be nost helpful. And we will be submtting
witten comments al so. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Thank you. Thanks for your
comments, and thanks for your conservation work in this
ar ea.

Dorothy Crow, do you -- are you hear, Dorothy
Ctow? Al right. W’IIl call -- oh, here she is. GCh, good.
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G eat .

M5. CRONE: My name is Dorothy Crowe. And first
|1’d like to say that | do support renewabl e energy projects,
and that | al so support the comrents nmade by Brian Brown.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: | have a couple people in
t he back of the roomindicating they can't here you.

M5. CROWE: Oh.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: So if you could --

M5. CROWE: Maybe cl oser?

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Absol utely. Perfect.

M5. CRONE: (Ckay. So | do support the comments
made earlier by Brian Brown and the fellow fromthe
California Native Plant Society. But |I'd also |like to nake
a couple comments of ny own.

| have concerns over the biological surveys for
Burrowing OM. Recently there have been surveys conducted
t hroughout the Mjave that came up with very few Burrow ng
OM pairs. And it was based on a protocol that was really
ineffective for surveying that species. And |I’mworried
that the surveys for the owls on this project and -- and on
the -- what is it, the linear lines, will need to be | ooked
at nore carefully to nake sure that the ows are actually
found.

And then | have concerns over -- also over the

mtigation. Oher projects that |1’ve |ooked at, it’s like
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the mtigation doesn't quite fit with the inpacts to the
bird species, lizard species, etcetera, that occur in the
areas where the devel opnent does occur. And so | do have
concerns about that and would like to have that really

| ooked i nto.

And al so a very specific thing about water, |
noticed that along the Nevada-California edge, just over in
the Nevada side, there is an extensive |line of nesquite.

And nesquite is really a very rare plant community. And |’ m
worried that the water drawdown wi Il actually inpact those
mesquite stands and all of the species that are contained

wi thin those stands. And so |I’'d hope there would be sone
sort of studies and nmonitoring that will go along with

the -- the possible inpacts to that.

And al so maybe studies -- | was not aware that
vegetation was |left in between the rows of the mrrors. And
| was wondering if there were actually studies conducted on
the inmpacts to species that are drawn in by that -- the
plants that are still there but are contained within that --
that solar site. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Thank you for your
comments. |If you have specifics on the Burrowi ng OM st udy,
t he surveys, anmong other things, |'’msure staff would | ove
to hear them And | don’t know if Applicant has a response

to the question or whether there are anal yses that you coul d
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point her to on the inpacts of |eaving vegetation between
the mrrors.

MR. JENSEN:. It works now. W’ ve done a |ot of
analysis. W assune with the projects that the habitat
that’s there is -- is -- sensitive species are renoved from
the site. So the site would be, for Desert Tortoise as an
exanpl e, woul d be fenced and sweeped and rel ocated. So
we -- we |look at the inpacts of what the project would have
on the species that are there. There's multiple purposes
for |l eaving as nmuch native vegetation in place as you can
that -- that have to do with a lot of -- a range of -- of
reasons that I won’t get into now But the Ivanpah facility
that is under construction, we are inplenmenting that -- this
technol ogy, and we are going to be studying the inpacts
of -- of how that nethod or technique works and if it’s
successful, and in which cases it’s successful and which it
hasn’t.

M5. CRONAE: Yeah. Because | do worry that it’s
kind of like -- like a sink, it’s bringing animals in but
that they can’t actually live --

MR. JENSEN:. Yeah.

M5. CROAE: -- within that solar site.

MR. JENSEN: Yeah. The -- the site will be fully
enclosed. And it’s not intended to continue to be a

habitat. And we're --
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M5. CRONE: So it’s nore |ike dust reduction?

MR JENSEN:. It’s dust reduction. And then
with -- when -- when the solar plant is no | onger
operational there' s benefits when -- when the pl ant
decommi ssions fromthat regard to the plant species that are
there. W are not getting what we would consider to be
mtigation credit for the -- those materials that are |eft
onsite.

M5. CROWE: (kay.

MR. JENSEN: So it’s not a mtigation credit issue
for us. It’s -- it’s -- there’'s a variety of benefits that
we see by doing it this nethod. But it’s not neant to be
remai ni ng habitat when the plant is in operation.

M5. CROWE: (kay. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Ckay. Thank you. Thanks
for that response.

Len Warren?

MR WARREN: Hello, I'’mLen Warren. |’ve been
studyi ng Amargosa area for approxinmately three years. And
|’ ve been studying ornithology for ny whole life. 1'd like
to turn a checklist in of 319 species of birds, which is
pretty inpressive for the mddle of the desert. That is not
fromyour site proposal, but that’s fromthis area here
which is basically just over this set of hills. Soit’s a

tremendously diverse area for birds.
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| nmust agree with Dorothy Crowe, both the
Burrowing OM surveys that -- they work well in Inperial
Val l ey type area where one can visually survey in the
daytinme for owws in this area with it’s depth of washes,
that 1993 survey protocol that’s commonly being used for
Moj ave. The W/ ki nson and Si egel paper that was published
recently, republished in Southwestern Birds in Septenber
2011, shows that their opinion is there's very few Burrow ng
OM s in eastern Myjave and northern Mjave.

Part of the problem in ny opinion, is that nuch
of the Burrowing OM research has gone into research on a
state-by-state basis. |’ve even seen naps that showed on
this diagonal line --

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: | f you coul d you be,
pl ease, as close to the m ke as you can.

MR. WARREN: |’ve seen maps that show on this
diagonal line that’s our state border that Burrowing OMs
breed right up to the edge of that border, and then not on
the California side. So fromthe perspective of a Burrow ng
OM, | promse you that they really don’t care which side
they’re on, it’s whether they |ike that habitat or not.

There’s a substantial of Burrowing OMs in the
eastern Mjave and northern Mjave. Richard Cantino who
works with us here has surveyed over 130 i ndivi dual

Burrowing OMs in Pahrunp. This is just from adverti sing
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for folks to call in, let himknow the sightings that they
have in their area

This Charl eston View area has across the board
been un-surveyed for birds. Munt Charleston, which | oons
to the east at alnobst 12,000 feet has a substantial bird
popul ation that both -- that uses the Charleston View, both
as a mgratory stopover and as a substantial w ntering
grounds for birds that breed up in that Mount Charl eston
area. So this whole |lower valley that we’re in now hol ds
wi ntering birds from Yosenmte, the Sierras, and from Munt
Charl eston, as well.

So | believe that it’s very appropriate for us to
get involved with a two-state Burrowi ng OM s survey that
maybe this project could showase the inportance of that.
And that we really believe that nighttine surveys where you
play their calls, you listen for owls to call back, that’s a
Burrowi ng OM s observation. In turn, one can wal k those
points in the daytinme on a corkscrew type of pattern to
determ ne breedi ng hol es and burrows fromthere.

The second thing | want to talk to briefly is that
there’s a | ot of people who are in environnental protection,
al so in governnent, are not aware of the devastating effects
of 1,100 degree tenperatures on birds. And if you can
i mgi ne what happens to a Gol den Eagl e when they fly through

that highly concentrated beam of heat, if anyone would |ike
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to see pictures of birds that are disintegrated and burned
and singed there’s many records of small projects with the
mrror surrounding and the tower in the center that shows
that a substantial anmount of deaths of birds are from
collisions into the towers. And here we’'re proposing a

| arger tower than we’ve surveyed before for birds. And the
remai nder of the bird deaths are nostly from heat.

And | could correlate that to human casualty,

i nci dences that we see a flock of birds that fly through

t hose tenperatures and a certain percentage of themare
found in a survey on that property on the ground during
survey times, you ve got to use sone math fornulas to
determ ne that a nmuch | arger percentage of birds in that
flock were injured or burned and continued on and nmay have
died in adjacent areas, as well.

So those are very inportant things to consider
when we have this kind of bird population that’s noving
through, and in particular the Golden Eagle population in
this area. W’ve all seen CGol den Eagles. They are under-
surveyed as to exactly where their nest |ocations are.

But we have -- these are -- I'’monly nentioning
the birds that are specifically required by law to be
protected. The renmai nder of these 300-and-sonme-odd species
of birds are totally dependent on the endangered speci es and

protected species for their own protection. Oherw se there
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isn’t very much protection for those birds, except for the
sinple Mgratory Bird Act.

| would |ike to ask one question if the
information is readily available. Do you guys know how many
Burrowing OM s were found on your surveys in that grid?

M5. STRACHAN: Ei ght.

MR. WARREN: Eight -- eight -- eight pairs? Eight
ow s?

M5. STRACHAN: Eight ows were found on that site.

MR. WARREN: Ei ght individuals? Gkay. Thank you.

Thank you for listening to ne.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Thank you for your
coments. You nentioned Richard Cantino. And, in fact, his
card is up next. If you can cone forward.

MR. CANTINO Yes. M nane is Richard Cantino. |
live in Pahrunp. Hidden Hills Solar Project, that’s what
this is; right? Are these heliostats cold? Do they need to
be warnmed up? Wiat’'s the gas line for? | haven't heard

anybody say what the gas line is for.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Way don’t we -- if you
don’t mnd w'll go through your comments and we’' || ask
Applicant to ask -- answer -- answer your questions --

MR. CANTINO Well, the --
COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: -- after we get your

comment s.
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MR. CANTINO The gas line is obviously for a
gas -- a gas -- a jet engine to turn gas turbines in the
evening, | suppose. That’'s what the gas line is for.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Al right. Wy don't we
have the applicant talk about the role of the gas line.

MR. JENSEN: Sure. The -- the gas |ine extension
is -- is sized to -- to provide startup heat for the -- for
the turbine systens for the power plant. And there’'s a
[imt on the anpbunt of natural gas -- or the limted anount
of natural gas that can be used to produce power on an
annual basis. And the AFC cites a ten percent [imt on
power produced fromnatural gas. The intent is not to
continue to produce power into -- into the evening hours.
That ten percent limt, we -- we consunme that with -- with
the uses for startup.

We use turbine systens that -- that can be nore
efficient early in the cycle with a natural gas injection.
And then once the plant is operational it converts to solar
power. And it’s also used during intermttent breakages.
|f a cloud cover cones over for a very short duration and
the plant is in full operation it can -- it can sustain the
pl ant .

It’s not intended in any way to -- to produce
power into the evening.

MR. CANTINO | understand. But either way the
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prevailing winds comng fromthe south-sout hwest, the people
in Pahrunp are going to suck in those em ssions, and |’ m
against it for that reason

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Thank you. Air quality is
anot her issue that will be addressed in this, but -- but
thank you for raising that concern. And we’'ll |ook forward
to working nore on that issue.

Jon Becknel, Permt Engineering with the G eat
Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District.

MR. BECKNEL: Hi, nmy nanme is Jon. And | first
woul d probably -- for those that are not famliar with our
agency, | should give a brief background into how air
pollution regulation is structured in the United States.

It starts federally with the USEPA and regul ati ons
del egated under the Clean Air Act. And the EPA del egates to
each state because each state has its own uni que concerns
and criteria. And those states can wite nore rigorous
regul ations. They have to be at |east as rigorous if not

nmore so than the Cean Air Act. California is renowned,

or -- or actually dependi ng on your perspective infanous,
for -- for being nore rigorous than the Federal EPA. Al of
us are famliar with that every tine we fill up at the gas

station, for instance. All the specialized equi pnent that
you have on the nozzle, that’s above and beyond what the EPA

requires. That’'s state regulation.
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Now California is also the -- it has -- we have
our own |ocal areas that have their unique criteria al so.
The state is divided up into 35 districts. Sone are single
counties. Some are unified districts, nmultiple counties.
W are a unified district. W cover Inyo, Al pine an Mno
Counties, three counties. And our governing board is made
up of appointed nenbers that are supervisors, two from each
of the counties. Richard Cervantes, | know he was here
earlier, Supervisor Cervantes is one of those nenbers, one
of those board nenbers. And then we have a seventh nenber
that is fromthe town of Manmoth Lakes.

So | just -- with that background in mnd | just
want to tell you where we fit into the process. The
applicant -- well, a consultant for the applicant, Sierra
Research, subnmitted on behalf of theman application to us
for a permt to operate. And we have 30 days to rule that
application conplete. W have done so. W had sone
guestions initially. But upon asking themthey essentially
just directed us to where in the application that
information actually was. They have done a very thorough
job and I’minpressed, and | don’t anticipate any issues in
neeting the deadlines that are in the -- the staff schedul e.

So pretty nmuch that’s what | want to say. There's
only a few areas of concern with air pollution. First --

actually the -- the speaker that got up just prior to ne

EHLERT BUSI NESS GROUP

(916) 851-5976




© 00 N oo o B~ wWw N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o~ W N+ O

85

voi ced one, and that woul d be the conbustion em ssions from
the natural gas. W don’'t anticipate any significant
i npacts fromthose because of two things.

They have sel ected the best technol ogy, |ow --
what they call |ow NOx boilers -- burners on the -- the
boilers that are the absol ute best technol ogy for
conmbustion. NOx is the highest -- NOx is a termused for
oxi des of nitrogen. It is a regulated pollutant by the EPA,
and all the way down the |line to state and | ocal agencies
i ke ourselves. And they are using the best technol ogy.

And al so they are using hourly -- or daily hour
[imtations and annual hour limtations on -- on how nuch
fuels they actually conbust. So they are going to stay well
under any federal and state anbient air quality standards
and will nmeet all regulations in that regard.

The only ot her pollutant of concern or the -- the

next major pollutant of concern would be airborne

particulates. And we will investigate. That is our area of
expertise. |If any of you are famliar with the Omens Dry
Lake, three-quarters of our -- our staff is dedicated just

to that project for dust control, for dust nonitoring and
dust control. So we have quite a bit of expertise in that
regard.

And actually, a variety of control technol ogies

has been enpl oyed on the Omens Dry Lakebed. And one that
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was suggested was a solar array because it creates w nd
breaks, which keeps particulate matter from bei ng suspended
into the air. And |looking at the picture diagrans of the
heliostat array, if it’s really as dense as what’s been
depi cted, that |ooks |ike about 90 dust control on its own.
So we really don’t anticipate any. And they have done
extensive conputer nodeling to show that those inpacts wll
al so be below all federal and state anbient standards.

So that in mnd, | think we can issue the permt
on schedule. And it looks like they will conmply with al
regul ati ons. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DOUG.AS: Thank you for your comments
and your thorough response to the concerns raised. And
obviously this is an issue that will be addressed in the
envi ronnment al docunents.

John Hiatt, Red Rock Audubon Society.

MR H ATT: M nane is John H att, that’s
Hi-a-t-t --

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Sorry about that.

MR. H ATT: -- with Red Rock Audubon Society. And
while we certainly support renewabl e energy in concept,
we’'re really concerned about the siting of individual
projects, including this one. Conmments were made that this
is a disturbed site. And, yes, there is sonme disturbance

there. But basically it’s pretty pristine, as is nost of
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the eastern Mojave Desert. And as such it renmains one of
the | east disturbed ecosystens in the United States, and
that is sonething to consider as we now are tal king about
industrializing the Mojave Desert in the nanme of renewabl e
ener gy.

Birds were nentioned, and certainly frying birds
as they fly through the heated colum of air is a problem
That colum of air rising fromthis thing will be an
attractant to raptors and ot her souring birds because it is
a huge thermal. And when they get too close it’s gone.
Water is a big issue always in the desert and | think there
needs to be mtigation. Because this is in a bi-state area
and that -- that conplicates things greatly.

But one thing I mght suggest is that we all -- we do have a
problemw th water usage on the California side which
affects Nevada greatly, and that’s all the water punping in
Sandy Vall ey, which is not in the sane surface hydrographic
basin but is part of the sane underground or subsurface
hydr ographic basin. And Sandy Valley is a few m|es south.
And in case you're not famliar with it, 98 percent of the
popul ati on or 99 percent, maybe, lives in Nevada; 98 or
maybe 99 percent of the water punping occurs in California
to support irrigation for grow ng alfalfa, sonething which
is really not sustainable. And | would urge you to

consider, if possible, mtigation purchase of -- of sone of
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that water right that’'s being used to irrigate alfalfa
t here.

We al so need to | ook at the cunul ative inpacts of
this. One of the linear applications is for a 30 inch or 36
inch dianmeter gas pipeline to conme as a trunk line, and then
a smaller line to tier off to support this facility.
Qobvi ously, that huge trunk Iine, which is the sanme size in
dianmeter as the Kern River transmssion line itself, at
| east where it passes through Las Vegas, it’s doubl ed.
There are two 36-inch pipes other places. But that
basi cal |l y says sonebody thinks there’s going to be a huge
mar ket for gas in the Pahrunp Valley at sone point in the
future.

So this industrial project here may facilitate
i ncredi bl e ot her devel opnments. Sonebody is thinking of
that. Now whether they think that gas line is going on to
the Amargosa Valley to supply other renewabl e projects,
don’t know. That’s not been specified. But we need to | ook
at the unintended consequences of what the infrastructure
for this project will do in ternms of facilitating other
projects and leading to the industrialization of a |arge
area. And if you just look at the 3,200 acres they're
tal ki ng about we may be mssing the big picture of what this
project will ultimately facilitate. So thank you for your

tinme.
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COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Thank you for bei ng here.

Laura Crane, The Nature Conservancy.

M5. CRANE: Hello, Comm ssioner Douglas, Staff,

t hank you for the opportunity to coment. M nane is Laura
Crane. |I'mw th The Nature Conservancy. And our

organi zation is interested in protecting plants and
wildlife, as well as the lands and water that they need to
exist. And while we are very supportive of renewabl e energy
and very active in renewabl e energy planning in the
California deserts we do have concerns about siting.

And | wanted to speak today specifically because
of our involvenent in the Arargosa region. The Nature
Conservancy has invested significant resources in the
Amar gosa River region since the 1980s and renains active in
protecting the unique rich ecol ogical resources here. In
fact, when The Nature Conservancy eval uated areas of
i mportance in California froman ecol ogi cal perspective the
Amar gosa regi on was rai sed as not just an area that was
important for California but was of gl obal significance.
And the reason why is because of the water in the desert.
So the plants and animals that we have here, many of them
are unique to this area and exists nowhere el se on earth
and they are dependent on water.

So many of the comrents that | had prepared

actual ly have already been touched on. | won’t repeat them
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all. Brian Brown tal ked about many of these, and John Hiatt
and al ready touched on them as well.

But | did want to point out specifically that
the -- when in 2009 congress added a 20-mle stretch of the
Amargosa River in California to the National WId and Scenic
Ri ver System that that inclusion protects the existing
water flow and quality as of the date of that qualification.
And so that’s an inportant |egal consideration to take into
account. As Brian nentioned, there s already USGS nodel s
that show that the area where this project is proposed, that
aquifer is linked to the Amargosa region.

Another thing that | wanted to point out is
that -- that many of the -- the wetlands in the area are
whol | y dependent on groundwater. And so once again,
under st andi ng the connection to the Amargosa region is very
i mportant.

And finally, | just wanted to make a comment about
mtigation. The Nature Conservancy supports the -- the
Council on Environnental Quality’ s approach to mtigation,
which is first to avoid i npacts whenever possible. 1In the
case of groundwater punping, certainly our preference would
be to avoid additional punping in this area. But when it
can not be avoided then -- then the next step is to mnimze
wat er use. W appreciate that BrightSource is using dry

cool ing, which does mnimze water use, but -- but we think
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that there still will be remaining inpacts. And when there
are remaining inpacts what we |look for is for offsetting
those through mtigation. And in particular we -- we strive
for a net benefit, and at m ninum a no-net i npact.

And so froma water perspective the way to achi eve
that is really through acquisition of other water rights and
retiring those water rights, and especially in an area
that’ s over-appropri at ed.

| think that covers ny comments. Thank you very
much.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Thank you. Okay.

The next card | have is for Butch Borasky, Nye
County Conmi ssi oner.

MR BORASKY: Good afternoon, Ladies and
Gentl emen. Thank you for allowing nme to cone in front of
you today to testify. | have a little different slant on
this than nost people in the room | amvery pro solar.

And we all know that there’s going to be a lot of it in
Sout hern Nevada and in California.

The mtigation issue on the water can be easily
done. One hundred and forty acre feet, it’s not that hard
to mtigate that. There will be sonme -- probably be sone
water rights retired to the ground to offset that.

My biggest concern is jobs. And if we don’t start

getting sone jobs for the people that live within 100 mles
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of here there isn't going to be anybody here to support
anything, and -- and that’s the biggest issue. R ght now
the federal governnment is taking away jobs at a record pace.
They’ re spendi ng noney they don’t have. Sone of these solar
projects will help offset -- offset that.

And |’ ve | ooked very carefully at this project and
| think it’s a viable project, and | encourage you to
continue on and hopefully approve this in the near future
and put sone people to work. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DOUG.AS: Thank you. Thank you for
bei ng here.

|’ m having trouble reading. Steven R Swan [sic],
Attorney, Mary Wley Trust. |If | msread your nanme, |’'m
sorry.

MR. SCOWN Thank you. Yes. M nane is Steven R
Scow, S-c-o-w. That’s probably ny own witing that you
couldn’t read. I1’man attorney. | live in Las Vegas. |’'m
the attorney for the Mary Wley Trust, which is the owner of
99 percent of the Iand which is under option with
Bri ght Source Energy. And we would be the landlord if this
was approved. And, of course, we approve this project. But
| wanted to make a couple of points that | thought woul d be
hel pful .

First of all, much of the land in the area where

this is that’s owned by the Mary Wley Trust has been in the
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Mary Wley famly since 1947. This is not a Johnny-comne-
lately. The famly has been very supportive of all of the
efforts that have been nade in the area. W had plans in
the past, and still could go forward with other plans as the
econony permts to do other devel opnents such as hone
bui | di ng, which would be inpacting on the -- on the

envi ronnment than having this very renewabl e, highly
effective, environnmentally approved, | think, project. This
would -- it will also be a very mninmal use of water. One
hundred and forty acre feet of water is |ess than 40 acres
of alfalfa on an ongoing basis. So it’s a very useful

proj ect .

And the other thing that we -- we felt is -- and
we -- we know you know this but I think it bears nentioning,
Bri ght Source Energy is highly effective and successful in
devel opi ng projects that are environnentally friendly and
respectful of the environnent and conditions that can
operate. W had a choice -- the day we signed the agreenent
with themwe had a contract we could have signed with
sonebody el se for nore noney. W chose to sign with them
because of their abilities and their proven capacity to do
sonething that’s good for the people, for the environnment,
and hopefully for the -- the trust and the | andowner.

So with all of those reason we encourage you to

approve this project. Thank you.
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COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Thank you. Now | have
| | eene Anderson, Center for Biological Diversity.

M5. ANDERSON: Thank you, Comm ssi oner Dougl as,
Hearing Ofice Celli, Staff, Applicant. 1’ m1lleene
Anderson. |I'mwth the Center for Biological Diversity.
Qur mission is to protect rare and endangered plants and
animal s and their habitats.

As the comm ssion knows, the center supports
renewabl e energy, but only if it’s properly sited can it
really, truly be renewabl e.

As to the -- as the public trust agency the CEC
must learn fromits past m stakes in evaluating the inpacts
of this project. As an intervener in the previous
Bri ght Source Energy project in the Ivanpah Valley which was
in front of the CEC, we and other interveners provided
expert testinony on endangered species inpacts as a part of
t he hearing process. Many of those issues were initially
i gnored by the commi ssion, and then, unfortunately,
subsequent |y proved true.

As predicted by expert intervener testinony nany,
many nore Desert Tortoise were actually found on the Ivanpah
site than the applicant or the CEC ever considered. As
predi cted by expert intervener testinony CGol den Eagl es
relied upon the site for foraging, a fact conpletely

di sm ssed by the comm ssion and not addressed through
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mtigation. Yet a transmttered tortoise fromthe project
site ended up in the nest of Gol den Eagl e.

W' Il never know how many migratory birds will get
zapped by the Ivanpah power towers because the conm ssion
never required nmonitoring of that inpact, despite expert
i ntervener testinony on docunmented substantial inpact from
ot her power tower sites.

The conmm ssion nust inprove their review and
analysis of all the potential inpacts. These inportant
analysis will informthe decision nakers on the viability of
t he proposed project site. W urge you to inprove the
envi ronnmental review process and | et science, not politics,
drive the process. And we'll submtting our formal witten
scopi ng coments on the actual issues to the docket. Thank
you.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Thank you for bei ng here.
| had a question for you. Just, you know, | know that you
have had t he experience of intervening in past cases, as you
have nentioned. |If you were going to intervene in this one
we'd -- we’'d welcone that. W' d wel cone you intervening --

M5. ANDERSON: Thank you

COW SSI ONER DOUGLAS: -- sooner rather than |ater
if that were to be your decision

M5. ANDERSON: Thank you

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Thank you. Al right. So
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the next card | have is WIlliam A  Kohbargor, Pahrunp,
Nevada, Town Manager. Ch, he had to | eave? Please cone --
pl ease cone up.

MR, BALLOQUI: Bill Kohbargor is the town nanager
for Pahrunp. And unfortunately he did have to | eave. And
he left this note with ne to -- to tell BrightSource Energy
that he appreciates how they cane to the town and chatted
with him And we have a planned regional airport comng in,
and they were very sensitive to that fact and how this woul d
affect that. And they cane forward and had several neetings
with us to resolve or -- or put to rest any questions we nmay
have on how that may detrinmentally affect the airport, which
is did not. And he just wanted to thank them for that.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Good. Thank you. Thank
you for conveying that nessage.

Now | have John Dibella. John Dibella
representing hinmself. [|I’msorry if | mspronounced your
name. Excellent. | always like it when | get it right.

MR. DI BELLA: Yeah, you did. You did very good.
My nanme is John Dibella. 1 live in Las Vegas. | currently
own a piece of the Hidden Hills. BrightSource Energy has an
option on that property. W own a little piece there. And
then we al so own another piece of -- of land in the area, as
wel | .

Thi s project should be approved because it’s a
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Wi n-win-win situation, not only for the community, as
sonebody -- the gentleman tal ked about jobs, a conmunity
that is very sensitive to the environnent, and it’s going to
create value in our property. | think it’s a great project,
and Bright Source Energy is an amazi ng conpany. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Thank you. Jack
Prickett --

MR PRITCHETT: Pritchett.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: -- Pritchett, A d Spanish
Trai |l Associ ati on.

MR. PRI TCHETT: Good afternoon. M nane is Jack
Pritchett, and I am president of the A d Spanish Trail
Associ ati on of Tecopa Chapter and active on the national
board. |I'mreading a statenent of concern.

As president of that chapter and on behal f of the
A d Spanish Trail Association, OSTA for short is an
organi zation affiliated with the National Park Service and
t he Bureau of Land Managenment. And OSTA's mission is to
protect, interpret and pronote the O d Spani sh Nati onal
Historic Trail. W work hand in hand and get budget from
t he National Park Service.

The A d Spanish Trail, the road that we drove out
on today is also known, besides Tecopa Road, it’'s al so known
as A d Spanish Trail H ghway because the O d Spanish Trail
which led in the early 1800s from Santa Fe, New Mexico to
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Los Angel es foll owed over that route, right over |nmm grant
Pass.

And as sonme of you know, national historic trails,
of which the A d Spanish Trail is one, are subject to the
protections and provisions of the National Trail System Act

of 1968 which established the system And the A d Spanish

Trail was designated a national historic trail in 2002. So
apart from-- in difference fromthe other -- the previous
speakers, |’ m addressing the issue of cultural resources.

That’ s the primary concern here.

Qur chapter is intimtely famliar with the trai
as it crosses the California Mjave Desert. W stop our
investigations at the sate line. The trail runs just south
of -- south of the -- the Ad Spanish Trail H ghway and the
sout hern boundary of the project. So that is -- that gives
us concern for two reasons, possible cultural resources
i npacts and vi sual resources inpacts. W conducted -- we
have tracked 11.5 contiguous kiloneters of the trail,

recorded, GPS, are working with other consultants to conpile

a conplete history of the trail in this area.
So our organi zation is unsurpassed, | believe, in
t he know edge of the A d Spanish Trail. W possess the

charter, the interest, the scholarly resources, and the on-
the-ground famliarity with the trail to carry out the

mssion that | cited earlier. So on behalf of OSTA and the
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Tecopa Chapter | want to express to you two concerns that we
have, two specific concerns.

First, | have read on your website that -- that
the project has a consulting firm CH2ZM H ||, and that they
conducted a cultural resources survey. However, it’s
classified confidential. And -- and you have two
applications pending to keep cultural resources
confidential .

Now t he ol d Spanish Trail is a different breed of
cultural resource fromNative American sites, prehistoric
sites, and | want to nake that very clear. W have the
expertise and we know where it is, we’ ve checked with GPS,
we know about the trail. And |l -- | can not find out in any
way whether CHZM Hi Il even considered the trail. So that --
that confidentiality is sonething that we have to get
overturned so that we can do our job. And as | say, we have
t he domain know edge in this area. People conme to us for
this -- for this information.

Let’'s see, the second concern | want to address is
that OSTA is developing archival -- we're working in the
area i mredi ately south of the project. That’'s just where
we’'ve arrived in our studies at this point. W are
devel opi ng archival and field survey evidence that there did
exist alternative roots of the Ad Spanish Trail leading to

and from Stunp Springs, Hidden Hlls Springs and Brown
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Springs. Those are ones in Nevada just across the property.
So to reach those fromwhere we’ve found the trail you would
be going across the -- the project. W’re working on that.
But | want to get that on the record now.

And by the way, ny statenent, 1'd like it read
into the record.

So those are -- those are our concerns, to
regi ster those at this neeting. And we're available to
consult with project personnel or your staff.

Let me now turn to a slightly separate issue, then
I’11 get out of here. Froma broader public policy
perspective, and this is sonething that | haven't heard
mentioned today, | live in Los Angeles. And | believe that
solar power, I'ma firmbeliever in solar power, but I
believe that the generation should be put where the people
are, where the power users are.

We have hundreds of acres of large industrial
buildings in the south part of the Cty of Los Angel es.
There are public buildings, there are trucking warehouses,
produce markets that could do -- you wouldn’t -- it obviates
the need for building transm ssion lines. You don’t have to
bri ng hundreds of people out here and house themto -- for
your construction crews. So | want to nake a strong pitch
for that. And I will -- 1"l be -- we -- if we do intervene

|’ ve got sone specifics. |’ve been working with the Rocky
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Mountain Institute to -- to get my facts together on that
poi nt. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Thank you. Let ne see
if -- let me see if staff or applicant want to say anything
about how they’'re planning on treating the A d Spani sh
Trail, if -- if you' re planning on that being included in
the confidentiality or not.

MR RATLIFF: W don’t knowif it is -- what’'s
been made confidential, at least | don't know But we can
find out.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Al right. Thank you.

MR. PRI TCHETT: Just one clarification.

COWM SSI ONER DOUG.AS: | f you could cone to the
m crophone pl ease.

MR. PRI TCHETT: Yeah. 1In light of the question, I
realize it is a bit of a dubious situation. | aman
archeologist. | was a professional archeologist for three
years, did work in San Francisco and in California.
haven’t practiced archeology for a long tine, but | bring
t hat professional training and background and three years
prof essi onal experience to ny work with the A d Spani sh
Trail Association. So again, | think you re not dealing
with rank amateurs here.

MR. RATLIFF:. Yes. And we appreciate that. And

we were just discussing trying to put you in contact with
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our -- our cultural resources analyst so you can --

MR, PRI TCHETT: Yes.

MR. RATLIFF:. -- find out what they know about
what you know and - -

MR PRITCHETT: Yeah. | would -- | would be --

MR RATLIFF: -- and informthem further.

MR. PRI TCHETT: You -- you -- you have ny contact
i nformation.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Al right. Very good. You
can also work with the public adviser, and she may al so have
sonme gui dance for you. | see that --

MR. HARRI' S: Conm ssioner, may | please respond?

COW SSI ONER DOUGLAS: M. Harris?

MR HARRIS: Yeah. | guess | want to respond
briefly. W filed that information under confidenti al
desi gnati on, because our understanding is it has to be as a
matter of law. Now if that’s incorrect the conm ssion could
rel ease that information. But | don’'t want -- | don't --
like | said, I don’t want to | eave people with the
i npression that we did anything other than what we did,
whi ch was per the law file that thing under confidential
designation. And that's really to prevent people from
knowi ng where these resources are going -- are and goi ng out
and injuring them |looting them taking stuff away.

So we don’t have any problemw th providing the
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information that is publicly available to anybody. But

again, | think -- 1 think we were required to do that

because California law requires us to do that.
COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Yeah. You may speak.
MR JIM Okay. |I'mEddie Jimwith the Paiute

Tri be agai n.

That -- that Spanish Trail also was a Native
Anmerican Trail before it was Spanish Trail. And maybe
that’s why it’s confidential. That’'s all | wanted to say.

COWM SSI ONER DOUG.AS: Thank you. That'’s
important information. Al right. At this point we wll
nove on in our coment |ist.

Robert Fielden -- Fielden, representing hinself as
a property owner.

MR. FIELDEN. M nanme is Robert Fielden. [I'’ma
property owner over -- adjacent to the site. 1’ malso an
urban pl anner and architect that deals in sustainable
communities and green architecture. And | want to at | east
make ny coments at a larger scale, at a nore holistic
perspective of the issues at hand, and that is the health
and safety of the planet itself. And | speak in support of
this project.

| have dealt with CEQA before. | know how
t hor ough and conprehensive the study and the science is that

goes into the reports that are done by the State of
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California. And | applaud the state for that conprehensive
character of its investigations and studi es.

The worl d needs sol ar energy. And opposing it at
any level is just another level of ninmbyism 1It’s how we
put it in sonebody el se’s back yard rather than our own. W
need to face up to these obligations and responsibilities we
have, as a society and as a nation and nove forward. Thank
you.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Thank you for your
comment s.

| have a card from Kelly Bradl ey.

MR. BRADLEY: Good afternoon. First, I'd like to
t hank you for giving ne the opportunity to be here today.
My nanme is Kelly Bradley, and I’m a Bright Source Energy
appoi nted conmunity outreach representative for the
Charl eston View conmunity. Now one of the comrunity
st akehol ders, M. Randy Di zon of Magnificat Ventures
Corporation, they' re the devel oper of the St. Therese
M ssion has a scheduling conflict and can’t be here today.
Randy has asked nme to present his fornmal |etter of support
for the H dden Hills.

Now with your permssion |'d like to take a couple

of mnutes to read only a portion of it. | know we’'re short
on tinme. | have copies for you, also, | can | eave when |’ m
finished. 1It’s a letter of support.
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“Dear Sirs, | amwiting this letter in regards to the
Hi dden Hills Sol ar Generation Systemthat is being

pl anned within the vicinity of our project, the St.
Therese M ssion. Let nme start by first giving you a
background on our involvenent in the area.

“We have owned property in this area of Inyo County
since 1996, initially owing 1,700 acres in the area
known as Charleston View W also found an opportunity
to offer it as an investnment for famlies wanting to
own property in the valley and share in our famly’'s

| ove for the area and its surroundings. As of today we
still maintain a sizeable anount of property in the

ar ea.

“Since 2010 we’ve been working with a renowned
architectural firmto create and develop the St.
Therese M ssion right in Charleston View This a
project we hope will be a future home for religious and
cultural events for residents fromthe surroundi ng area
i ncludi ng Las Vegas, as well as visitors fromall over
the United States and the worl d.

“On behalf of ny famly and our corporation we would
like to express our support for this project as it was
presented to us. W feel it will be a great addition
to Inyo County and the people in Charleston View W

feel it is a project we as |local residents and business
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owners woul d be proud of.”
Agai n, thank you for giving ne the opportunity to
present his.
COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Thank -- thank you. | have

a card from Gary Barkl ey.

MR. BARKLEY: Yeah. |I'ma firefighter here in
Tecopa. | live in Charleston View. |’ve been a | andowner.
| own a couple pieces of land there. 1'd like to speak on

behal f of this project for several reasons.

One of themis the alternates we have are nucl ear
power. And they want to put he waste site at Yucca
Mountain. And | don’t know now how many of you know, but
t he Amargosa Water Shed runs right through Yucca Mountain.
It’s one of the only rivers in the world that runs in a
circle. It runs through Betty (phonetic), cones down
t hrough our area, goes down through the bonbi ng range, back
up through Bad Water, and back up through Nopah and Betty
area. That’s our watershed. And we know that the science
behind that project is to prevent that nuclear waste from
com ng into our watershed. And the Amargosa is not good,
that the Amargosa Watershed runs just 1,000 feet under where
they’ re planning on burying that. So |I’mnot sure of al
the technol ogy of the solar industry. | think it’s the best
that 1’ ve seen

|’ ve al so worked as a carpenter at the coa
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burni ng power plants at Laughlin. | know of such issues
I i ke unscrubbed coal and the danage that it does anongst our
rivers and our streans and all the -- the problens that we

have with the health problens that go along with that.

And for that -- those reasons I'min favor -- |’ m
in favor of the power plant. | live in Charleston View and
| basically don’t know anybody that works there. It’'s a

very poor community. Mst of the people are unenpl oyed.
Many of themare welfare, disability. And | think it would
be a great boost in the armto both Tecopa, Pahrunp and
Charl eston, and especially Charl eston View.

| have several concerns. One of the -- one of the
issues is, is access from Charleston View And one of the
t hings that Charl eston View needs nore than anything else is
access to Pahrunp because -- because there are no busi nesses
in Charleston View And I'd like to kind of find to kind of
appl aud Bri ght Source Energy for putting the neeting at
the -- at the water tanks today, because nbst of our

neetings are held at the trash cans.

So all inall I think it would help our comunity.
|’ve talked to nost of the people in the community. [|’ve
heard actually no one say that they didn't -- or weren't in

favor of the people who live in Charleston View And |
think that that’s really inportant. And | guess -- anyway,

| think this is -- it’s a good opportunity for our
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community. | think it’s the best option that we have.
Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Thank you. Now | have Ann
Harrell, an area property owner.

M5. HARRELL: It’s Harrell, Ann Harrell.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Thank you.

M5. HARRELL: Thank you. | appreciate you letting
me speak. | just had a question about the evidentiary
hearings. |1'mnot sure if |I’msaying that right.

COW SSI ONER DOUGLAS:  Yes.

M5. HARRELL: Are they all going to be held in
Sacr anent 0?

COW SSI ONER DOUGLAS: W -- where see a |lot of
public interest in a project, and we obviously do here, we
make every effort to hold evidentiary hearings in the |ocal
ar ea.

M5. HARRELL: Okay. Because | feel like if
they’re all in Sacranmento | don’t know how we, the public,
can get everything across to you.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: That’s right. That mnakes
it much nore chall enging when the evidentiary hearings are
remote. What the hearing officer said is that we will nopst
i kely have status conferences, which are basically check-
ins on schedul e and on progress, in Sacramento with WbEx

avai lable. But as | said, we make every effort, especially
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in cases where we see a |lot of public interest, to have
evidentiary hearings in the |ocal area.

M5. HARRELL: Well, | just had a couple questions
for the applicant. They nention there’s going to be fencing
around the site. Wat kind of fencing? Is it going to be
i ke bushes, any bushes, or just like chain ink? Howis it
goi ng to change how, you know, the area is going to be? How
is it going to | ook?

MR. JENSEN. Great question. W continue to be
fluid. Right now w're proposing a fence. There’'s
obvi ously going to be visual discussions related to that
fence, what that includes. W also have a prelimnary plan
to have sone | andscape buffer along Tecopa Road to shield
from-- fromthe nei ghborhood. But | think I can speak with
staff that we'd |like to understand better what the
Charl eston Vi ew nei ghborhood woul d prefer to see as it

i npacts the project.

For us as the applicant that -- that -- that
boundary treatnent along that edge is -- is -- it’s
important for us to -- for security purposes to have it
fenced in sone way. W need to -- to protect the site. But

having said that, the treatnent along that fence line, we'll

be working -- with comm ssion staff and stakeholders to
determ ne what would be the best nmethod to -- to approach
t hat edge.
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M5. HARRELL: Because | have -- | live in Pahrunp
but I do have a lot --

MR. JENSEN:  Uh- huh.

M5. HARRELL: -- that’s 1,000 feet fromthe border
of Solar Field Il --

MR. JENSEN. That's greet.

M5. HARRELL: -- on Gold Street. |’m concerned
what that’s going to | ook |ike, you know, to nme, you know,
when I"mgoing to ny property and stuff.

MR. JENSEN: Yeah. And I'’mdying to ask you what
you' d like to see, but it mght not be the right
opportunity. If you can get the contact information, or if
you' d like to share what you prefer to see we're -- we're

open to all options.

M5. HARRELL: Right. 1[1’d probably have to think
about it.

MR. JENSEN: Yeah. Ckay.

M5. HARRELL: | just don’t want it to, you know --
you know, | don’t want it to look like a prison or
sonet hi ng.

MR HARRI'S: Yeah.

MR JENSEN:. Yeah.

MR HARRIS: Neither do we.

MR. JENSEN: Yeah, that’s a good point.

M5. HARRELL: And | just had a question about the
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cl eaning of the solar panels. 1’ve heard that it’s done at
night. 1Is that true? What kind of |ight pollution would

that give for the area residents?

MR. JENSEN: Sure. |’'Il briefly describe the
process. The -- the heliostats, and |’msure you' re --
you' re nost concerned with the ones on the -- the exterior

perimeter --

M5. HARRELL: Right.

MR. JENSEN: -- but you are right, the -- the
cl eaning normal |y happens at night. W have equi pnment that
has arnms that cone out and reach two rows of heliostat for
the cl eaning operation. So those mrrors go into a stowed
position. And then it’s what |ooks |like a tractor that has
arns that go out, and it’s conmputer -- conputer controll ed,
and it’s a very sensitive systens on how it touches the --
the mrror faces.

Now regarding the light, of what -- what light is
required to do that operation, |1'd need to get back to you
on that.

M5. HARRELL: Uh- huh.

MR. JENSEN. And if we want to -- we can create a
formal response to that question. But because it is
conputer controlled I don’t want to specul ate, but | guess
it’s not the human el enment operating the tractor, so

lighting may not be a concern. But we’'ll -- we’ll
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definitely look into that and provi de a response.

M5. HARRELL: Right. Because that’s one of the
things | |like about the area. | like to go out there at
ni ght and see the stars. And | would hate to see that
di sturbed, as |long as, you know, everybody has nentioned the
wildlife, etcetera

MR. JENSEN:. Exactly. And we'll |ook into that
for sure. And | know that -- that we’ve also heard sone --
sonme questions about -- related to noise. And these are
opportunities for us to -- to -- to identify certain areas
of the solar field to -- to clean at different tines of day

to keep inpacts to adjacent neighbors at a mnimum And you

know, while -- while we like to keep operational flexibility
we’ d al so be cogni zant of those concerns. So we’'re willing
to work with staff on -- on -- on working with you.

M5. HARRELL: That was all | had. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Thank you for your
guestions. And let me just ask for a show of hands based on
the question that you just asked. How many people in this
room have access to the web so that if we had a WebEx of a
status conference you would be able to |login and hear the
proceedi ngs? Just raise your hand if you have access to the
web. Ckay. |Is there anyone in this roomwould be
significantly inconveni enced by having to get internet

access?
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M5. HANSEN: If | may, |1'd like to just say that
we're on satellite internet here. And so --

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Ckay. So the coment --
the coment is that you're all on satellite internet?

M5. HANSEN:. Exactly. There’'s a lot of |ag.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: So there’s a lot of |ag
time? Al right. Thank you. And -- and at |east one
person on dial -up?

Go ahead, Lynn.

M5. SADLER: Wuld it be helpful to perhaps have a
group gat hering here where you can watch the WebEx with a
Power Poi nt projector like we did here so that we watch it
together? | say, not nme necessarily. Wuld that be hel pful
if we were to arrange sonething like that, that maybe that
woul d i nprove things?

M5. HANSEN: It would. But again, there’ s sone
lag i ssues. And for us out here -- yes. Thank you. For --
for --

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: | f you coul d introduce
your sel f?

M5. HANSEN. Yes. H . M nane is Mlly Hansen.
And |’ m a resident of Shoshone, just seven mles from here.

Technol ogy is a challenge for us out here because
we’'re -- we only have satellite internet and there’s | ag

time issues. So for instance, if | do an online neeting

EHLERT BUSI NESS GROUP

(916) 851-5976




© 00 N oo o B~ W N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M W N+ O

114

wi th sonmebody | often can not see what’s on screen or there
are del ays, because everything comes down in data chunks.
So there is alimting factor. | nean, it’s sonething that
| think we could do here as a neeting. But there -- there
may very well be technol ogy chal |l enges.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: Folks, | just wanted you
to see this. Wat people have been | ooking at all day today
is the -- who have been listening on the phone is the | ogo
for the California Energy Comm ssion. And underneath it, it
says,

“You are listening to the informational hearing on the
Hi dden Hills Sol ar Energy Generating System Novenber
3rd, 2011 at the Tecopa Community Center, 405 Tecopa
Hot Springs Road, Tecopa, California, 92389.”

That screen hasn’t changed all day. W have the
capability --

MR LEMElI: Slides?

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: No. They were not hooked
up --

MR LEMEI: Oh.

HEARI NG OFFI CER CELLI: -- because of the
capabilities of this room Unfortunately, we feel your pain
because we have -- we’'re -- we have the capability. And we
often will have these PowerPoints on the WebEx, as well.

But today we -- we didn’'t have that capability. So that’s
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all that you' d see.

The thing about a status conference, generally
status conferences are usually things that are |ike |egal
i ssues that the parties are trying to work out. They're not
fact or diagramdriven, per se. And it’s just |ike what
we’'re doing today. W’re having a conversation. Parties
are presenting their sides. The commttee will hear it, and
then we' || say, okay, thank you, we’'re going to -- we'll see
you at the next status conference, kind of thing.

So | just wanted to -- it’s not |ike people are
m ssing great video. W’re not -- we’'re not show ng
anything like that.

So go ahead.

MR HARRIS: You' re also able to phone in. |
actually typically don't use the audio off of the conputer.
| usually use the audio fromthe -- fromthe tel ephone, and
there isn't any lag there. That’'s a little bit of a help,
because |’'ve got sone slow internet, as well, at one of ny
| ocations. So you get realtine voice and hear what’s goi ng
on, but the pictures can lag a little bit. And that -- to
me that’s the best solution, is to dial in on your phone and
t hen use your conmputer just for the -- the visual.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Did you all hear that?
That’s really inportant.

COW SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Good. Good. Al right.
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So | have three cards left, two that | haven't called, one
that | did call and -- and the gentleman wasn’t in the room
and so I'mgoing to call it again. So if there’s anybody
el se who, after hearing all of this, would |like to speak and
has not filled out a blue card, this would be a great tine
to do that.

1”1l now call Steve MNeal

MR. MCNEAL: Hi, ny nane is Steve McNeal. Thank
you for holding this here in Tecopa. It’s a long drive up
to Sacranent o.

We have T-1 here, which is a high-speed internet
in this building, so you could do this here. Nowhere else
in town.

You know, | was just told about this neeting
yesterday, and then | went out and saw where this was goi ng
to be. A few questions.

Nunber one, whoever nmade up this map, pretty
tricky. It would be nice if you guys would put the road
names on here so we could see where this is at. This is
like -- you know, ny kid can draw better than this. All
right.

You guys tal k about the water. How many gall ons
of water are you going to use a day? Sinple question. You
tal k about acre feet. But then when the Board of Health

tal ks about how much wat er people use and how nmuch is in a
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househol d they don’t tal k about acre feet, they tal k about
gallons. So how many gallons are you guys going to use a
day?

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Al right. W’ re going
to -- we’'re going to get an answer to that. M. Harris?

MR. HARRIS: Yeah. Let -- Matt Frank is going to
come up and answer that. But one of the issues is that, you
know, you don’t generate power at night until -- and you
don’t generate the sane anobunt every day. But Matt Frank is

probably firing up his conputer.

MR. MCNEAL: | was just -- | don’'t nean to be
negative about this. 1'm-- | actually own property next
door to you guys. | also own the Hot Springs Resort here.
The project is not going to do anything for us. It’s not

going to do anything for the -- for anybody out there. |It’s
not going to do anything for anybody out there except for --
except for if you guys do allocate sone of the noney for the
taxes, the property taxes or whatever, and that noney cones
back to the fire departnment that would -- that woul d benefit
everybody out there. And | can see that’'s probably only the
way you' re ever going to benefit anybody out there.

| asked you earlier if you re going to take any of
that electric and give it us. You said, no, you' re just
going to make it in California and send it to Nevada.

What ever. Ckay.
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How nuch noney are you going to make off 50

megawatts? |s that |ike $500,000 to $1 million a month? |Is

that the profit? |Is that how nuch that is? Wll, we can
figure it out. It'’s like $.10 a kilowatt. So | nean, you
guys are -- you're not talking to these people. You're

tal king over their heads. Al right.

Where is the water comng fromthat you re going
to use? You just going to drill a hole or is it going to be
pi ped i n?

And | don’t see how anybody is going to build an
$85 million project and you don’'t know what kind of fence
you' re going to put up around it. You don’t know how much
buffer you' re going to -- |I’msure you’ ve got these answers
somewhere. But it would be nice if you d just tell these
fol ks.

How high are -- how high are the mrrors? Wen
you put these mrrors out there what kind of visual are you
going to bl ock?

How wi de is the tower? You talk about how tall it
is, but howwide is it? Howwde is the tower?

Gol den Eagl es, yeah, we have Gol den Eagl es here.
There in the Nopah Range, in case you're |ooking for them
That’ s between Chicago Valley and the proposed site.

There’s a nountain range there that’s called the Nopah.

think if you look up there you'll find the Gol den Eagl es.
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Al right.

And there’s another -- there’'s -- there's a
reptile out there that you guys don’t talk about that’s a
pretty rare reptile. 1I1t’s called the Myjave G een

Ratt| esnake. Anybody heard of it? 1It’s the npbst dangerous

snake in the whole world, and it lives out there. | don’t
know what you’'re going to do when you find them | don’t
know i f you're going to put themin a zoo or just kill them

or whatever you' re going to do.

You made a LLC to acquire this permt. Okay. For
all the people that don’t know what that neans, if | have a
conpany and | don’t want to have any liability and | want to

start a new conpany | make an LLC. That way if that goes

broke I have no liability toit. |If that project goes
bankrupt -- | don’t know where they’re borrow ng the

nmoney -- but if it goes bankrupt and it just sits there it’s
just going to sit there. The litigation -- it wuld take it

ten years to litigate.

So it seens |ike BrightSource ought to just go
ahead and just get the permt thenselves instead -- instead
of getting another entity and calling it an LLC and put al
the liability with that in case they don't cover the |oan.
So you mght want to look into that. Yeah.

The governnent owns -- the BLM owns about 90

percent of all the land west of the M ssissippi River.
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don’t know why you’ve got to building this project right in
a nei ghborhood, but -- and then not give the nei ghborhood
electricity. That’s -- | don’t understand that, but that’s
sonet hing that the conmm ssion can tal k about.

You're bringing -- you re bringing that gas and
electric lines. Sone of the people said, yeah, why don’'t
you build it where you're going to sell electric. That
makes a | ot of sense.

The lots, you say you're -- you're -- you're
acquiring 32,000 [sic] acres. Have we got a nunber on the
water you're going to use per day? Forty-five thousand
gallons? Al right. That’s nothing.

MR. JENSEN: No. No. W -- we got clarification
fromour counsel. It would be 125, 000.

MR. MCNEAL: Right, 125,000 gallons. A lot of
peopl e are concerned about that. They shouldn't be. If
they took that 3,200 acres and just give everybody ten acre
lots you' d be using -- the way they figure that is they
figure -- the Board of Health figures it’s 75 gallons per
day per person. So if you take a household of four people
it’s about 300 gallons per house. So if -- 3,200 acres, if
you gi ve everybody 10 acres to build a house on you would
use approxi mately 400,000 gallons. So you guys are really
saving the area water. (Ckay. Just so -- just for these

peopl e that can’t count, they’ re saving you water by
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building this. So this is -- that’s good. ay. Al
right.

And -- and hunting, you' re going to -- you're
going to seal off that whole property so there’ s not going
to be any trespassing; right? Al right.

We have a post office here in Tecopa, and we al so
have a post office in Shoshone. The U S. Governnment is
getting ready to shut down the post office here in Tecopa.
You guys are getting ready to enpl oyee 1,000 nore people
right next to this post office. Nowthere' s only, | think
they said, 500 people living in the whole half of this
county. We got 200 or 300 people who live around here. W
use the post office a lot. Wen business cones COctober 1st
t hrough June 1st this town grows to sonetinmes 1,000 peopl e,
sonetimes nore. The post office is kind of inportant to us,
but nowit’s even nore inmportant to us, and maybe you guys
can hel p us save our post office by telling themthat you' re
getting ready to build this big facility, this $83 mllion
facility, and we kind of need a post office.

You al so tal k about Pahrunp being eight mles from
your place. WlIl, that’s wong. You guys need to
straighten that up real quick. You re about 25 -- about 20,
25 mles to the nearest help, okay, and that’s Pahrunp. So
don’t say you' re eight mles to Pahrunp. Because if

sonebody gets injured they’'re not 8 mles away, they're
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about 25 mles away.

So that’s the reason you need to -- to try to
all ocate sonme of that tax and state noney that this is going
to generate, and you need to try to put it in this fire
departnment these people tried to build down here. Because
i f sonebody gets hurt -- and you have 1, 000 peopl e worKki ng,
you wi Il have people get hurt. They' |l either get hurt on
the job or they' Il get hurt going to the job. Most of the
probl ens we have around here is cars wecking, and that’s
where our fire departnment spends nost of its tinme, rescuing
people fromwecks. But if you guys got 1,000 people
working with mrrors and all that you will have sonme calls
into our fire departnent, and you really need to try to
fund -- fund them and make that a bigger and safer fire
dept. Because that’s the only way that you guys are going
to get any hel p, because you're not eight mles from

Pahrunmp. So you need to change that. You take a road, it’'s

going to -- you're going to -- you’'re about alnost 30 mles
to hel p.

So you had on your screen here -- excuse ne. Let
me get a drink of water. | don’t nean to take up

everybody’s tine, but | think these are inportant questions
that these peopl e probably want to ask.
You had on your screen here a lifetinme -- you

showed a lifetime of your project. How many years is a
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lifetime of your project? Is it a 20-year lifetine, a 10-
year lifetinme? And when this project is over who's going to
clean up the nmess? 1Is it just going to sit there? Do you
have noney allocated to clean up the nmess or are you guys
going to post a bond to build this and to clean up the ness
when you’' re done? Because you -- you put on your screen
here lifetime. This is our thing and this is the lifetine.

But we don’t know how | ong your lifetime is. | think you
need to address that.

This is just sone of the stuff | just sat here
and -- and got over. | inagine you guys got nore questions
t han ne.

But the school system yeah, this particular area
here, | don’t know if you guys are aware of this, we have a
hi gh school, a m ddle school, and a junior school, but yet
we only have 100 people in our school system So you -- soO
Bri ght Source, even if they enpl oyed 1, 000 people and they
all noved here, we would support the children’s school
system That would actually be a plus for our conmunity.
So you don’t have to build schools which is a big deal for
you guys. The infrastructure for a project |ike this would
be a | ot of noney.

The only thing | can see is -- is you guys really
just need to try to beef up our fire departnment for -- for

everybody’ s safety, including your guys’.
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So -- and like | said, | own property right across
the street. | was going to put a house there. | don’t know
if this is what | want to | ook at every day. It doesn’'t

really bother ne that much

But good luck with your project. Thank you so
much, and have a nice day.

COWM SSI ONER DOUG.AS: Thank you for your comments
and your questions.

Are there any questions that the applicant wants
to respond to right now, the lifetime question, for exanple,
decommi ssi oni ng?

MR JENSEN. Sure. Sure. 1’|l take a few of
t hose of f.

So the lifetime of the plant, we’re listing in the

AFC as 25 to 30 years. |It’s difficult to say, but that’s

our -- our projections is 25 to 30 years.
The -- the restoration of the site, Inyo County
has sonme -- sone restoration requirenents. W had sone --

sonme good di al ogue | ast Thursday with the comm ssion staff

about what would be required of this project, whether that’s

a bond being posted. That's -- that’s to be discussed over
t he next several nonths. W’re -- we’'re real early in the
process to -- but we're looking at that. That’s on the

t abl e.

Hei ght of the heliostats, roughly ten feet.
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We answered the water question.

Yeah, | think that’'s -- that’s the quit hit
answers for nost of them

COWM SSI ONER DOUG.AS: Ckay. Thank you for that.
| do want to note that -- that we are very early in the
process. And so many questions may not have firm answers
j ust because we are so early in the process and the
applicant needs to work with staff. W need to hear from
the public on -- on issues |like what should the fence | ook
i ke, for exanple. These are issues that, you know, it’s
probably very good that we're hearing the applicant walk in
and say what do you think, as opposed to hearing the
applicant walk in and say this is exactly what we think.

SO -- sothis -- we’'re very early, and so we w ||
be working out these issues. The public is going to have a
really inportant voice in that. And then at the end of the
day the comm ssion is going to have to consider the
envi ronnment al inpacts of the project and make a deci sion

about licensing of the project.

You know, | also can't resist saying, although
|’ve -- 1’ve been sitting here thinking about whether and
how -- how nuch | want to say about this, you know, | agree

with the comenters who tal k about the inportance of
bui | di ng generation near |load centers. | think it’'s -- the

governor has very aggressive distributed generation goals.
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W’ ve got a 12,000 nmegawatt goa
There’s a potenti al
pot enti al
Mohave and ot her regions of the state,
regi on.

But | do want to say that the
aggressi ve renewabl e energy and climte
| ooking long-term W think that we're
of clean energy devel opnent in order to

and clean up our air and address our cli

goal s.
potential in the world. So I'Il just --
at that. It’s ny own view that --

need to nake sure that we do both.

| have a card fromAl --

for conbi ni ng heat and power.

as wel |

that we’'re working for.

There’s

for devel opnent that’s utility scale in the west

as this

state has very
goals. W’'re

going to need a | ot
cl ean up our fl eet

mat e and ener gy

The California Desert has sone of the best sol ar

"1l just leave it

that we need both and we

oqui .

Pl ease cone

much. |"mnane is

basically am wearing two hats today.

MR, BALLOQUI: Ball oqui .
COW SSI ONER DOUGLAS: -- Bal
MR, BALLOQUI: Ball oqui .
COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Bal | oqui .
MR, BALLOQUI : Yeah.
COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS:  Very wel | .

forward
MR. BALLOQUI: Thank you very

Al Balloqui. I'm-- |

One is | work for the town of Pahrunp.

| do the comrunity
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busi ness econom ¢ devel opnent. And secondly, |I’m a business
owner in -- in the Pahrunp Valley. W wife and I own and
operate Sunrise Acres which is a row crop produce farmthat
sits on ten acres in the southern nost part of Pahrunp.
Probably it’s a short walk fromnmy farmto nmy car, which
would be to the California border. 1’mnot this far south,
but we’'re close. Therefore |I understand the val ue of water
and water rights. The gentleman just before ne addressed
it, but I already wote my notes so I’mgoing to let you
hear it again.

Shoul d the project be in Nevada, a potenti al
residential project, which I think the area was originally
intended to be, the devel opnent of 3,200 acres, you could
develop 20 -- into 20 acre sites, which would 160 hones,
whi ch could be credited with 2 acre feet per hone for a
total usage of 320 acre feet. And you can petition the
State of Nevada on 20 acres to go ahead and do that, and you
woul d have those water rights. Bada-bing, bada-bing, it’'s a
done deal

If -- if you went ahead and said you went to a 40
acre site, and I heard soneone said that may have been the
intention out there, 40 acres is a lot of acres. I’mon ten
and it takes ny breath away. But if sonmeone did decide to
live on a 40-acre site that would go ahead and increase it

to still 160 acre feet of water that we’'re using for
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residential devel opnent, still |ess than the 140 acres
that’ s proposed that BrightSource Energy is presenting
bef ore us.

But the reality is, is a famly that would reside
on 40 acres would likely seek to use nore than 2 acre feet
of water. You' ve got that with the horses or your critters.

You're going to be planting, you' re going to use nore.

SO -- so as | see it froma realistic point of view, they' re
probably going to utilize the land with a fraction of the
wat er that would be utilized under its normal planning use
inthe area. So | don't see the water to be an issue
because soneone el se could go ahead and devel op that at

| east probably -- I"'mnot famliar with the California

pl anni ng procedure -- with no sweat, and the water would
probably use in excess of what they’ re doing right now.

The question should be is in dealing with the
econonmi ¢ benefits that the -- that will trail this type of a
project. An individual on the site said that there are
al nost 2,000 residential hone lots, the gentleman that spoke
before ne. | hadn’t had an opportunity to nmeet with himor
talk to him And mainly, primarily, they’'re all vacant.
It’s very likely that the -- that electric power lines to
the local area will be provided when -- when a typical
infrastructure like this comes -- the infrastructure wll

follow a typical project like this to go in. | can't answer
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that for sure. He -- that’s what he asked out at the site,

if you were there.

But this devel opnent will provide that incentive
for -- whether it’s Southern California Edison or Valley
Electric, to go ahead and bring in nore -- nore power to the

area. So | would think that would be a benefit where --
where the Bright Source Energy would be carrying the mgjority
of the wei ght because they’'re -- they're likely not to use,
and | don’t -- |I"mmaking a guess here, all the power that
they’'re generating, they re probably not going to use that
power to run their own facility, so they' re going to be
buyi ng power from soneone else to run the facility.

You foll ow what 1’ m saying? So they’'re either
going to go to Southern California Edison or they’' re going
to go to Valley Electric to supply the utility use of the
power to operate the facility, to generate the power, to
sell it sonewhere else. And -- and in bringing that power
to probably accommobdate that facility would help to be a
benefit for the area. O if the neighborhood wanted to they
could probably talk with them about that and -- and be very
much on the upside, which normally that infrastructure -- in
Sout hern Nevada we severely lack infrastructure. That’'s one
of the shortfalls of -- of the State of Nevada, and that’s
anot her whol e discussion |I’'d be glad to have with anyone at

anot her tine.
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So in addition to that the -- the gas |ine com ng
in, 1’ve been doing econom c devel opnment for the town of
Pahrunmp for al nost six year now. And very night as | lay ne

down to sleep | pray that a gas line may be creeping in to
weep, you know?

You know, | nean, one of the biggest stifling
things I1’ve had to bring nore interest to industry and
industry to nme is manufacturing heavy capitol industry. 1’'m
not tal king about retail. [|I’mnot talking about Denny’s,
which are certainly glad that we have received in Pahrunp,
but that’s not the type of industry |I focus on. |’ ml ooking
for heavy capitol inprovenments that will bring the jobs to
sustain itself and increase ny property tax, along with
everything else. And gas is one of the things, natural gas,
which I think we'll see becom ng a predom nant use in the
whol e country, not just our area into Pahrunp.

And the com ng of BrightSource Energy to our area
| think would be a blessing to Pahrunp, but even nore so to
Charl eston View. Yes, whether you like it or not, that’s
your choice, there is going to be devel opnent into
Charleston View. There will be residential, as well as
busi ness devel opnent with the advent of Bright Source Energy
comng on. So if you're for it or you' re against it,
it’s -- that’s your choice.

Lastly, during the bus ride to the site, as we
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crest the summ t, the nmountain, we witnessed a vista of over
100, 000 acres. And, actually, it was probably close to
twice of that as you cone over the sunmmt, if you go back

t hat way, uninhabited w |l derness. That makes the project
here of 3,200 .32 percent of 1 percent of that 100, 000- pl us
acres of wilderness out there. Now when | |ook at such an
econoni ¢ inpact, what that project is going to do, it’s
insignificant to me in conparison. O course, | don't live

there, and all respect to those people that do. But when

you -- you have to take things sonetines into -- into
perspective. | nean, would it have been better if we noved
it on this side of the nountain? | nean, or would we have

t he same sort of concerns.

The reason it is where it is, because it is
private land, and that land is probably BLM and it’s held,
and there’s a lot nore |oops and hurdles that they d have to
go through and making it nore expensive and costly and

timely, and then they wouldn’t cone at all.

So I'll close with that. | thank you very nuch
There’s -- they estimate there’s 326,000 acre feet in an
acre foot of water -- excuse nme, there’'s -- it’s actually

325,685 gallons of water in one acre foot, but that may help
you there too. | thank you very much for the opportunity.
COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Thank you for your

comment s.
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| see that we have another card. Let ne first
see, Ted Farson, he’s not here. kay. He’'s gone hone. Al
right.

So Maury Hansen with a question -- Mlly Hensen
wi th a question.

M5. HANSEN: Hi. Thank you. 1’m Mlly Hansen
from Shoshone. And | have a question about the reflective
light. There was nention froman earlier conmenter about
the potential for the reflective light in w | derness areas.
And |’ m al so concerned about whether there’ s been any
consideration or studies of reflective light for the driving
population. So I'd just like to register that question.

COWM SSI ONER DOUALAS: |I'mto look for staff or
t he applicant on that question.

MR. JENSEN:. That's actually a great question.

The conm ssion staff has just asked us to provide a
response. They described the 50 data conments that we
received a couple of weeks ago. W have our technical team
r espondi ng.

But in essence, the mrrors, the control systens
for the heliostats, that is our business. That is -- that
is where we -- we nake or break as an efficiency. And the
control systens on those mirrors are, again, paranmount to
the overall effectiveness. So we have backup neasures after

backup neasures. W have calibration techniques. The way
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those -- those mrrors are operated in stow and -- and
operation positions we have a great amount of flexibility in
assuring that we don’t have glare inpacts on adjacent
roadways or in certain directions.

| think rather than try to provide a scientific

response it will be witten on -- and you' |l have access to
it fromthe -- the CEC s website that describes our fornal
response to -- to glare issues fromdifferent vistas and --

and fromthe adjacent roadways. So it’s sonething we're
going to continue to be looking at. And everything is
relative, how nuch a glare is a glare inpact. You know,
clearly there’'s -- there’s standards. W -- we don’t expect
to have glare on adjacent roadways for safety purposes. But
glare fromw | derness areas, what do we consider to be
glare, at what level, the studies will be |ooking at that as
we nove forward. So | don’t want to specul ate and say, no,
there’s not going to be glare i ssues because an issues, it’s
di fferent dependi ng on what perspective you’ re | ooking.

So we'll -- we’'ll be doing a |Iot of analysis on
that specific issue over the next five nonths.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Let nme see. W have

anot her card. Bri an Brown.

MR. BROMWN: Yeah. Thank you. |’m Brian Brown
again. | wanted to ask, and I don’t knowif this is a
proper question. | nean no offense by it. But is the
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applicant receiving a federal |oan guarantee fromthe
Department of Energy on this project, |like on the |Ivanpah
project? And if so, what would be the anpbunt of that fee?

MR. JENSEN: W do not have a | oan, a Depart nent
of Energy | oan guarantee on this project. W -- we keep --
how we finance our project is very confidential.

MR BROWN: | under st and.

MR JENSEN:. But we are also aware of the

environnment that we’'re working in and the financial markets,

and so we're -- we're striding with the business plan
that -- that frees us from-- fromsone of those
obligations. So we -- we are -- we are convinced that we

are comrercially viable under a whole slew of alternatives.
MR. BROMWN: Right.
MR. JENSEN: But we do not currently have an
application pending nor are we immnently going to apply for

anything fromthe Departnent of Energy Loan Guarantee

Program

MR. BROMN: Ckay. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DOUGLAS: Al right. So we seemto
be through the blue cards. |'msort of |ooking around the

roomto just make sure that we're through. One nore
coment .
MR. WARREN: Hi, Len Warren again. | want to ask

t he applicants about the anpbunt of water that’s currently
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projected at 140 acre feet. So as your project continues
and if you discover that you need substantially nore water
for cleaning, if it’s nore dirty of an area or nore w nd,
nore caking of mud and stuff that gets on the mrrors during
bad weather, is there a provision to -- you know, basically
| * m aski ng what happens if you need a | ot nore water than
you’' ve got, is the question?

MR. JENSEN: |1’mgoing to answer part of that
guestion. Susan will weigh in, and staff nmay have an
opinion on that, as well.

| can tell you that -- that our -- our studies
when we do our devel opnent of how much water we’'re going to
use are very conservative. W’ve -- we've got the facility
in the Negev Desert which has a very simlar conposition.
It’s -- it’s very dusty. You have wind plunes. It’'s --
it’s a very simlar condition.

Additionally, the lIvanpah facility, though we
haven’t installed the heliostats we’'ve had mrror -- we' ve
had mrror sets up by our nmet station and we do routine
testing of those to determ ne inpacts of those mrror
surfaces. And that’s adjacent to the Ivanpah dry | akebed
that al so has very | arge plunes of dust just outside of
Primm And -- and we’'ve -- we’ve approached it froma
conservative sense.

And | will also nmention that -- that npbst of the
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mrror cleaning operation is handled by pressured air rather
than water. Water is a conponent, so there is water use to
clean the mirrors. But it’s not -- it’s not a one-to-one
correlation. So we are constantly working to mnimze the
water use with the airbrush systemto -- to -- to mnimze
the inmpacts. So a significant mscal culation on the anpunt
of dust on the mrrors, it wuldn't -- it wouldn’t correlate
to a one-to-one inpact for water per user. But we have,
agai n, devel oped a conservative nodel

COW SSI ONER DOUGLAS:  All right. 1'd like to
thank the parties and the nenbers of the public at this tine
for this very productive and very interesting hearing.

W’ ve -- we’ve heard froma lot of people. And I think it’s
given staff and all of us a lot to think about.

The commttee will issue a scheduling order based
on today’s proceedings. And the scheduling order will be
posted on the Energy Comm ssion’s website once it’s issued.

Let nme ask now if the parties have any final
comments today? Looks like no fromstaff, and it |ooks |ike
no fromapplicant. Al right.

So with that, thank you again. The hearing is
adj our ned.

(Thereupon the California Energy Conmm ssion,

Hidden Hills Solar Electric Generational System

| nformati on Hearing adjourned at 4:41 p.m)
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