
DOCKETED 
Docket Number: 26-OPT-02 

Project Title: Seahawk Battery Energy Storage System 

TN #: 273035 

Document Title: 

Margaret-Ann Schott Comments - Public Comment and Formal 

Protest Against the Seahawk Battery Energy Storage System 

(Seahawk BESS) Project 

Description: N/A 

Filer: System 

Organization: Margaret-Ann Schott 

Submitter Role: Public  

Submission Date: 10/3/2026 1:40:13 PM 

Docketed Date: 10/5/2026 

 



Comment Received From: Margaret-Ann Schott 
Submitted On: 10/3/2026 
Docket Number: 26-OPT-02 

Public Comment and Formal Protest Against the Seahawk Battery 
Energy Storage System (Seahawk BESS) Project 

I am writing as a resident of Santa Cruz County to register my strong opposition and 
formal protest regarding the proposed Seahawk Battery Energy Storage System 
(Seahawk BESS) facility planned for Minto Road near Watsonville. While I support the 
state's broader transition to clean energy, bypassing local municipal control via the AB 
205 opt-in process to force this massive industrial infrastructure into an inappropriate 
location places our community at unacceptable risk.  
 
I urge the Commission to deny or significantly alter the Seahawk BESS application 
based on the following critical concerns:  
 
â€¢ Proximity to Vulnerable Populations and Schools: The project site sits dangerously 
close to residential neighborhoods, local schools, and agricultural work areas. A major 
industrial failure at this location puts children, families, and workers directly in harm's 
way.  
 
â€¢ Thermal Runaway and Fire Safety Hazards: Despite advancements in Lithium Iron 
Phosphate (LFP) technology, the risk of thermal runaway, toxic off-gassing, and 
chemical fires remains a serious threat. Our local rural fire protection districts lack the 
specialized, heavy-duty resources required to suppress a large-scale, multi-day 
chemical fire without depleting the region's limited water infrastructure.  
 
â€¢ Environmental and Agricultural Impacts: The Pajaro Valley is a highly productive 
and economically vital agricultural zone. Placing a massive 200-megawatt battery 
facility on or adjacent to these lands threatens local soil health and poses a 
contamination risk to critical local water resources, including the College Lake area.  
 
â€¢ Subversion of Local Democratic Input: The developer's decision to bypass the 
Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors and utilize the state override process directly 
undermines the zoning laws established to protect local citizens. A community should 
not be forced to host hazardous industrial infrastructure when its elected leaders and 
residents have overwhelmingly signaled their opposition.  
 
The stateâ€™s climate goals should not be achieved by sacrificing the safety, 
environment, and democratic self-determination of Watsonville and Santa Cruz County 
residents. I request that the CEC respect our communityâ€™s boundaries, hold 
comprehensive and transparent local public hearings, and ultimately reject the Seahawk 
BESS proposal for this site.  
 
Thank you for your time and serious consideration of these urgent concerns.  



 
Sincerely,  
 
Margaret-Ann Schott  
142 Agate Drive  
Interlaken, California 95076  
831 247-7327  
maschott271@gmail.com 


