
California Energy Commission

October 7, 2024

Initial Workshop for the Non -Energy Impacts 
Informational Proceeding



Housekeeping

ÅWorkshop is being conducted in person and remotely via Zoom

ÅWorkshop is being recorded

ÅAttendees may participate in the workshop by:

ÅMaking comments during public comment periods and asking 

questions during public Q&A periods

ÅQuestions can be entered in the Q&A section of the Zoom 

application

ÅSubmitting written comments due October 21, 2024
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Workshop Overview

Introduction

ÅKeynote: 

ÅBackground and Context

ÅCommunity Perspectives

ÅPresentation: 

ÅOverview of Existing Approaches to Assess Non-Energy Impacts 
(NEIs)

ÅLunch Break

ÅPresentations: 

ÅChallenges & Opportunities of Better Integrating NEIs in CEC 
Analytical Approaches

ÅFeasibility & Value of Including NEIs
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Opening Comments from the Dais



Community Voices

Keynote: Background and Context on Non -
Energy Impacts



Lanare Community Resilience 
Center

Mariana Alvarenga & Isabel Solorio



Location Site

ƀ Lanare in Fresno County  

ƀ 10-acre property operated 

and owned by the Lanare 

Community Services District 

ƀ The site is currently home to 

a small community center,  

park, small office, and a 

parking lot



Local and State Efforts

ƀ Fresno County American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Funds

$1.6M for community center improvements 

ƀ California Department of Food and Agriculture - Fairground and Resilience Center 

Program

Not awarded 

Requested $6.5 million

ƀ Strategic Growth Council Community Resilience Center Program

Not awarded 

Requested $8.1 million

ƀ State Budget Request

Not awarded

At least $6.5 million (Fiscal Year 2024-2025)



Community Advocacy + Vision





²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ƳǳƭǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ ŎǊƛǎŜǎΧ



Resilience Hubs - Non-Energy Benefits

A physical or mobile space that provides resources, 
risk mitigation and response before, during, and 
after emergencies.

Inclusion of non-energy benefits addresses daily disproportionate exposure and vulnerability to 
climate, natural disaster, and other crisis impacts and increase communities' capacity to adapt 

and thrive.





A local source of electricity supply 
powered by clean solar energy 
that powers:

ω local buildings like 
community buildings

ω street lights

ω refrigerators for perishable 
food or medicines.

Microgrid
Battery 
Storage

Rooftop 
Solar



Community Benefits for Community 
Resilience

Clean energy jobs
Affordability
Local investments
Local wealth
Health & Safety
Community Ownership & Control
Reduce pollution



Local Investment in Community Resilience!



Community Solutions

ᵔ Direct Action
ᵔ People Powered
ᵔ Funded by the People
ᵔ Need for more resources & 

funding



Community Resilience

ᵔ Daily Resources
ᵔ Disaster
ᵔ Recovery



Local Investment

ᵔ Builds Circular Wealth
ᵔ Powers Communities

True Local Clean Energy
ᵔ Reduces Pollution



California Energy Commission, 
We need you to adopt non-energy 
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
Benefits & Resilience program.

Invest in Resilience 
before Disaster!



Support & Mobilize 
Community Power 

for Community Solutions!

mailto:jessica@localcleanenergy.org


Solar On Multifamily Affordable Housing 
Program (SOMAH)
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Tyler Valdes
Energy Justice Manager



Equitable Solar 

CEJA co-sponsored the bill that created 

SOMAH, AB 693 (Eggman), and currently 

supports implementation.

ǒEnsure equitable access

to clean energy for EJ communities

ǒReduce the energy burden 

for low-income renters

ǒBoost local economic development 

in underserved communities

ǒReduce our stateôs reliance
on fossil fuel energy resources

Environmental justice advocates 

supporting AB 693 (Eggman) to 

advance equitable solar in 2015.



SOMAH Overview

Provides incentives for installing solar 

panels systems that benefits low-income 

tenants and property owners.

ǒFunded up to $100M annually via GHG 

auction proceeds (cap-and-trade)

ƺNot rate-payer funded 

ǒGoal to install 300 MW by 2032

ǒ3,500+ properties with nearly 255,000 

units qualify for SOMAH incentives



Community Partnerships

Community-based organizations 

support outreach, education, and 

marketing for the program.

ǒFacilitate tenant education workshops

ǒCo-marketing with local governments

ǒOutreach to property owners (e.g. direct 

email, visits, housing conferences) 

ǒConnect community members to solar 

job training opportunities 

ǒPromote the value of community-scale 

clean energy solutions



Program Impacts

Projects
565 solar projects serving 41,000+ tenant units. 

Nearly a third of projects are located in DACs. 

Uptick in active applications in 2024:

Q1: 530  Q2: 565  Q3: 629  Q4: ?

Bill savings
Tenants are slated to receive ~84% of solar credits 

resulting in average savings of $21-39 per month.
ñThe money savings makes us most excited, being able 

to save $50 a month will really help out. We'll be able to 

go on a family vacation and buy clothes.ò 

~Maria Garcia, celebrating her apartment getting solar 

via SOMAH with her family 



Program Impacts

Workforce development
1,100+ paid solar job training opportunities supported.

Clean air + climate protection
In first 3 years, completed/active projects removing 

20,835 metric tons of CO2 per year. Equivalent to 

removing ~5,000 gas vehicles from road per year.

Tribal access
In 2023, SOMAH celebrated its first project on a 

tribal property with the Bishop Paiute Tribe. SOMAH 

is working to expand solar access for Tribes.

Oscar, a SOMAH job trainee, supports the 

solar installation at Loma Sierra Apartments.

Ribbon cutting celebration with the 

Bishop Paiute Tribe. 

https://ceja.org/what-we-do/energyequity/somah/


Equality, Equity, Justice



ǘƛƴȅǳǊƭΦŎƻƳκǎǘƳŀǊȅƎŀǊŘŜƴ{ha!I όлΥллπнΥптύ

http://tinyurl.com/stmarygardenSOMAH


Public Comments

Zoom :

ÅUse the ¯raise hand° feature.

Telephone:

ÅDial *9 to raise your hand.

ÅDial *6 to mute/unmute your phone line. You 

may also use the mute feature on your phone.

Zoom/phone participants, when called 

upon:

ÅYour microphone will be opened.

ÅUnmute your line.

ÅState and spell your name for the record, and 

then begin speaking.

Limited to one representative per 
organization.

Three-Minute Timer



RMI ҭ Energy. Transformed.

California Energy Commission
Non-energy Impacts (NEI) Workshop
October 7, 2024
Carmelita Miller, Energy Equity and Justice Director



RMI ҭ Energy. Transformed.
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RMI ҭ Energy. Transformed.

The transition is happening 
faster than governments and 
experts predicted.
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YgҲtg"
moving in 
the right 
direction.
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TOK"ҭ"Gpgti{0"Vtcpuhqtogf0

TOKҲu"Gswkv{"cpf"Lwuvkeg"Rtkpekrngu

ÅSystemic change. An equitable energy 
transition cannot be achieved through 
incrementalism; it requires bold changes in 
how we reshape markets, guide policy, and 
shift mindsets.

ÅShared power. We support the leadership and 
voices of communities, constituencies, and 
individuals on the frontlines who are directly 
affected by climate and energy policies.

ÅSelf-transformation. We work adamantly to 
continuously improve our understanding and 
application of diversity, equity, and inclusion 
within our own organization.

Our Commitments

Å Based on our strengths, RMI will define 
equity priorities  for our work that align with 
our solutions focus and values.

Å We will be fast, economical and efficient, but 
also just, inclusive, and built to last. To do 
this, we will seek to work with relevant 
stakeholders to advance equitable climate 
solutions.  

Å We will work to understand and address 
potential harms of proposed interventions 
and increasingly focus our solutions on 
benefits for marginalized groups . 

And we want it done with equity and justice



TOK"ҭ"Gpgti{0"Vtcpuhqtogf0

TOKҲu"dgpghkv"1"jcto"cpcn{uku"hqt"qwt"rqtvhqnkq"qh"rtqitcou"
cnkip"ykvj"vjg"W0U0"Fgrctvogpv"qh"Gpgti{Ҳu"Lwuvkeg62"
framework

Resilience and 
adaptation
Availability of climate 
resilience / adaptation 
infrastructure and 
strategies to frontline 
communities

Environmental 
justice
Inclusion or exclusion 
of organizations / 
residents of frontline 
communities in 
decision making and 
stakeholder events

Cumulative health 
Impacts
Air pollutants, 
remediation impacts 
on surface water, 
groundwater, and soil, and 
legacy contaminated waste 
in frontline communities

Parity in clean 
energy technology 
access & adoption
Clean energy resources 
(e.g., solar, BESS) 
available to and adopted 
by frontline 
communities

Clean energy jobs 
and job training 
for individuals
Ensuring frontline 
community members 
have access to and 
participation in job 
training programs and 
job creation/hiring

Clean energy 
enterprise creation 
and contracting 
(MBE/DBE*)
Awarding contracts to 
businesses that are 
principally owned by 
women, minorities, 
disabled veterans, 
and/or LGBT persons

Ceeguu"vq"nqy/
equv"ecrkvcn"hqt"
engcp"gpgti{
Nqy/equv"nqcpu"hqt"
htqpvnkpg"eqoowpkvkgu"
vq"ceswktg"engcp"
gpgti{"tguqwtegu

Energy burden
Decrease in energy 
costs due to 
technology adoption in 
frontline communities



RMI ҭ Energy. Transformed.

Nkmg"TOKҲu"ghhqtvu."c"uvcvgykfg"PGK"cpcn{uku"yknn"fggrgp"qwt"
understanding of our approach to an equitable and just energy system 
planning.

TOKҲu"Qdlgevkxgu

ÅUnderstand the impacts frontline  
communities  to magnify benefits and 
mitigate harms.

ÅCuegtvckp"vjg"dtgcfvj"cpf"fgrvj"qh"TOKҲu"
community engagement in FY25 to further 
develop a OneRMI approach to engaging 
community -based organizations meaningfully.

ÅDerive portfolio -level insights and 
program/outcome -level tactics that will 
kphqto"TOKҲu"GGL"Uvtcvgi{"kp"H[47"cpf"
support Influence and Development efforts.

Why is this important to RMI?

ÅWe recognize that our work creates both benefits 
and harms to frontline communities, and we are 
committed to addressing potential harms , while 
increasingly focusing our solutions on benefits .

ÅWe cannot achieve our mission without 
understanding our impact on frontline communities 
and collaborating  with them to implement the 
solutions required for the energy transition.

ÅTOKҲu"yqtm"ku"ownvk-faceted and far-reaching, but we 
need a shared EEJ approach vjcvҲu"hngzkdng"gpqwij"vq"
adapt to the unique contexts of individual projects 
and the needs of local communities.



RMI ҭ Energy. Transformed.

Dcemitqwpf"hqt"ECҲu"Kpvgitcvgf"Tguqwteg"
Rncppkpi"

Senate Bill (SB) 350, passed in 2015 requires the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) to establish an integrated resource 
planning process to ensure that load serving entities (LSEs) in the state minimize their GHG emissions in disadvantaged 
communities and meet California's clean energy goals in a reliable and cost-effective manner.

Governor Brown signed Senate Bill (SB)100 in 2018 that accelerates the RPS target to 50 percent by 2026 and increases the RPS 
target to 60 percent by 2030. SB 100 also creates a separate state policy that requires 100 percent of all retail sales of electricity to 
serve end-use customers and 100 percent of electricity procured to serve state agencies to come from RPS eligible or zero carbon 
resources by 2045.

In 2022, Governor Newsom signedSB 1020and AB 1279kpvq"ncy"vq"cfxcpeg"vjg"uvcvgҲu"vtclgevqt{"vq"322"rgtegpv"engcp-electricity 
retail sales by 2045. SB 1020 establishes interim SB 100 targets by creating clean electricity targets of 90 percent by 2035 and 95 
percent by 2040. AB 1279 codifies the 2045 statewide carbon neutrality goal and establishes an 85 percent emissions reduction  
target as part of that goal. Both SB 1020 and AB 1279 were signed midway through this planning cycle, and therefore are not 
reflected in the filing requirements prescribed by the CPUC.

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160SB350
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB100
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1020
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB1279


RMI ҭ Energy. Transformed.

Set 
emissions 
reduction 

target

Create a CA-
wide plan

Develop 
plans for 
individual 

load-serving 
entities

Aggregate 
plans and 
asses for 
results

Implement 
new policies 

and 
authorize 

procurement

EC"ku"c"eqorngz"ncpfuecrg"qh"gpgti{"
tguqwteg"rncppkpi

The objective of integrated resource planning is 
to reduce the cost of achieving GHG reductions 
and other policy goals identifying solutions to 
affordability, reliability, cost, and other 
concerns.

CA agencies share the goal of being on track 
reduce economy-wide GHG emissions 40% from 
1990 levels by 2030, and to explore how 
achievement of SB 100 2045 goals could inform 
IRP resource planning in the 2020 to 2030 
timeframe. 


