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Jim Wiegand Comments Against Fountain Wind #14 

Altamont Conducted a Mortality Study with 5-day Search Intervals. Here's more Insight 
into the history of the unscientific research conducted at the Altamont Pass Wind 

Resource Area. 

Additional submitted attachment is included below. 



Altamont Conducted a Mortality Study with 5-day 

Search Intervals  

 

 

Results Showed Mortality Rates 25 Times Higher  

The fatality rates estimated at wind turbines with 5-day search intervals even 

exceeded McCrary’s estimates in his 1985 scientific study conducted in a desert 

habitat.   In this study at Altamont the reported “fatality rates for all birds were 

45 fatalities/MW/year at the selected turbines.”  The study also mentioned “the 



shorter than usual search interval probably also managed to detect more of the 

available small bird fatalities.”   

“Most of the contribution to these high fatality rates was the detections of 

fatalities representing many species of small birds.”  

When compared to earlier Altamont studies, with their absurd and unscientific 30-

90-day search intervals, the fatalities reported in this study were 25 times higher.  

Yet, this study was still not scientific. It still lacked the daily searches and controls 

that give the most reliable results.  

After making reasonable adjustments to Altamont’s deceptive research, I believe 

Altamont pass was at one time killing over 50,000 birds and bat per year. 

For decades, the CEC has kicked science to the curb, so a network of green 

conspirators could prosper. It’s also very reasonable to assume, since no 

scientifically credible mortality research has ever taken place at Altamont pass, 

green energy researchers and the California Energy Commission, have likely 

hidden 500,000-1,000,000 fatalities at this facility over the last 35 years.  

 

Unscientific Results from previous Altamont studies  

 

 

 

 



 

The 24-hour search intervals are critical for reliable data. Even mortality studies 

going back decades on communication towers used daily searches for the most 

reliable carcass data. But this procedure has deliberately been avoided by 

Altamont pass and almost every green energy study.  

Since 2003 much of Altamont has been repowered with their new turbines. This 

wind resource area with its huge turbines now has far more cubic feet of deadly 

rotor sweep, with turbine blades moving with tip speeds 50 mph faster. 

As of Dec 2023, not one scientifically credible study has been conducted at 

Altamont Pass. 

 

Jim Wiegand - Wildlife Biologist 


