
Fire Year 2023 
Outlook

Presented by:

Anale Burlew, Assistant Deputy Director

Fire Protection Operations



Four-month Significant Fire Potential
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Four-month Significant Fire Potential

July & August 2023
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Four-month Significant Fire Potential

Webpage Source: monthly_seasonal_outlook.pdf (nifc.gov)
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May ïAugust 2023 California Highlights

ÅThe state slowly dries in May with small pulses of moisture in the first 

half of the month with temperatures remaining below normal in the 

north state with the marine layer influencing south coast areas 

strongly; temperatures slightly warmer than normal in Great Basin and 

desert regions

ÅWeather outlook for June and July suggest near normal temperatures 

and below normal precipitation patterns.  The current ENSO index is 

near neutral with a transition to an El Niño 62% likely by July

https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/monthly_seasonal_outlook.pdf


May ïAugust 2023 California Highlights

ÅNear to below normal number of offshore wind events through June

ÅThe south coast and mountains can expect below normal large-fire 

potential with wind-driven grass-fueled fire events through August

ÅNorth state remains green with a robust green-up in herbaceous and 

shrubs making flammable alignments unlikely through July as record 

snowpack levels melt and keep hydrologic systems charged

Webpage Source: monthly_seasonal_outlook.pdf (nifc.gov)
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Four-month Significant Fire Potential

https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/monthly_seasonal_outlook.pdf


May ïAugust 2023 California Highlights

ÅDesert, Great Basin, and Modoc Plateau will have potential flammable 

alignments in July and August

ÅMountain regions will be below normal fire potential with alpine areas 

under the influence of lingering snowpack well into August

ÅAn early El Niño arrival could lead to higher temperatures, greater 

lightning potential, and make all the above moot

Webpage Source: monthly_seasonal_outlook.pdf (nifc.gov)
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Four-month Significant Fire Potential

https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/monthly_seasonal_outlook.pdf


El Niño

ÅThe El Niño-Southern 

Oscillation (ENSO) is in a 

neutral position, trending 

to an El Niño pattern

ÅAffects jet stream flow 

and how the Subtropical 

Ridge builds which 

controls monsoon flow

ÅLate summer lightning 

activity potential
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Weather Discussion: El Niño



Drought

ÅDrought conditions have 

improved with the most 

populous regions 
experiencing none

ÅSiskiyou and Modoc 

counties continue with 

moderate drought 

conditions

ÅMojave & Colorado deserts 

are dry
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Weather Discussion: Drought Monitor



Storm Damage

ÅIncreased fuel loading 

induced by low snow levels 

and heavier snow loads on 

drought-weakened trees

ÅImpacts to access roads 

where mass wasting and 

culvert failure could delay 

Initial Attack from gaining 

access to ignition area
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Weather & Fuels Discussion: Storm Damage


