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Item 6: Zero-Emission Transportation 
Manufacturing – GFO-21-605

February 15, 2023 Business Meeting

Pilar Magaña
Fuels and Transportation Division
Transportation Integration and Production Branch

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 Hello Chair, Vice-Chair and Commissioners. My name is Pilar Magaña with the Fuels and Transportation Division.   Staff is seeking approval for two projects that were proposed for funding under grant funding opportunity GFO-21-605 known as Zero-Emission Transportation Manufacturing solicitation.(Next Slide) 



Solicitation Overview
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• GFO-21-605 Zero-Emission Transportation 
Manufacturing (ZETM)

• Increase in-state manufacturing of zero-
emission vehicles (ZEV), ZEV components 
and batteries, and ZEV charging or refueling 
equipment. 

• Funding from:
o California Budget Act of 2021-22
o California Budget Act of 2022-23
o Clean Transportation Program

• Awarded Today:
o Two Projects
o $30.9 million in CEC funds Source: CEC

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 Before presenting these two projects, I wanted to provide a brief overview of the purpose of the solicitation, which sought proposals to increase in-state manufacturing of Zero Emission Vehicles or ZEVs, ZEV components and batteries, and ZEV Infrastructure which will contribute to California’s zero-emission transportation goals.   These proposed projects will also:  Attract new & expand existing ZEV related manufacturing in California  While increasing the number and quality of manufacturing jobs in California in the ZEV market They will also bring positive economic impacts to the state by attracting private investments in manufacturing capacity   As of January 2023, the Revised Notice of Proposed Awards, thirteen projects are recommended for funding under this solicitation for a total of $199.4 million dollars  These projects are being funded by General Funds the California Budget Act of 2021, the California Budget Act of 2022, and the Clean Transportation Program.  Four of these projects were approved at last month’s Business Meeting. Today, I will present on two of the projects under this solicitation totaling $30.9 million, and additional awards will be proposed at future business meetings.   (Next Slide)  

https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2022-03/gfo-21-605-zero-emission-transportation-manufacturing
https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2022-03/gfo-21-605-zero-emission-transportation-manufacturing


Benefits
Aptera Motors Corp.
• Relocate manufacturing from 

outside United States to California.
• Promote in-state ZEV 

manufacturing.
• 100,000 Metric Tons of GHG 

emissions displaced.
• 444 direct jobs
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Symbio North America Corporation
• Fully equipped for FCEV and power 

systems training.
• Collaboration with California 

Universities
• Leasing/purchasing experience for 

50+ HD truck operators
• 63 direct jobs

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 The two projects I am presenting today will contribute to California's ongoing efforts to accelerate zero emission vehicle adoption in the transportation sector.  Bringing economic benefits and job creation to California, Aptera will onshore manufacturing to California from abroad. Once fully operational, this project will manufacture thousands of ZEVs that will displace 100,000 metric tons of GHG emissions during the project term while creating approximately 444 high-quality manufacturing jobs in Vista and Carlsbad.  � Symbio will stimulate the adoption of FCEVs in California by increasing FCEV availability. Additionally, Symbio’s leasing and purchasing options will serve as an opportunity for local fleets and truck drivers to experience FCEV with ongoing support.  Furthermore, Symbio will be establishing its hydrogen fuel cell workforce training program in collaboration with California Universities including California State University LA, UC Riverside and Cerritos College, increasing job and training opportunities in the state for years to come.  (Next Slide) 



Aptera Motor Corp. 

• Project Locations:
Vista
Carlsbad

• Funding Amounts:
CEC Share:  $21,911,630
Match Share: $26,412,998 
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Source: Aptera Motor Corp.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 The first proposed agreement is with Aptera Motor Corporation (Aptera).   Aptera is proposing to onshore manufacturing and assembly of their 3-wheel, two-seater solar electric vehicle and vehicle components to California. This unique passenger battery electric vehicle is powered both from plug in charging and from its built-in solar panel. The vehicle is currently on pre-order and is expected to be available to consumers in mid-2023.   This agreement will enable Aptera, with support from the CEC, to procure the advanced manufacturing equipment and resources necessary to scale up ZEV manufacturing to 20,000 vehicles annually by 2025 when at full production capacity. Manufacturing operations will be located in Vista and Carlsbad, California.   The proposed award for this project is $21.9 million with match funds of $ 26.4 million.     (Next Slide) 



Symbio North America Corporation 
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• Project Locations:
Temecula (new) 
Poway (existing)

• Finding Amounts: 
CEC: $9,076,445
Match: $10,984,446

Source: Symbio North American Corporation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 The second agreement is with Symbio North America Corporation to establish one new manufacturing facility in Temecula and expand operations at their existing facility in Poway.  Symbio will be manufacturing hydrogen fuel cell power systems and assembling fuel cell heavy-duty trucks with a combined production capacity of 250 FCEV and 250 to 300 heavy-duty fuel cell power systems at their facilities  The proposed award for this project is approximately $9 million with match funds of $10.9 million (Next Slide)  



Staff Recommendation

• Item 6(a) Aptera Motor Corp.
oApprove grant agreement for $21,911,630.
oAdopt staff’s determination that this action is exempt from CEQA.

• Item 6(b) Symbio North America Corporation
oApprove grant agreement for $9,076,445. 
oAdopt staff’s determination that this action is exempt from CEQA.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 Staff is seeking your approval for these two agreements as well as adoption of staff findings that each of these projects are exempt from CEQA.   We have Pablo Ucar from Aptera in attendance via zoom and Rob Del Core from Symbio attending in person who are happy to answer any questions.  That is the end of my presentation, and I am happy to answer any questions you may have. Thank you  
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